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ANew 

METHOD 

% 

Of  C  u  r  i  n  o  the 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 


Much  fafer  and  eafier  than  any 
hitherto  ufed. 


WITH  A 

CONFUTATION 

R  '  OF  THE 

Old  Hypotehfes  concerning  that  Dijlsmpr , 

To  which  is  added, 

A  Relation  of  two  Extraordinary  CURES  of 
another  Nature,  perform’d  by  the  Author: 

Together  with  a  learned  Donation  concerning  them. 

The  Whole  approved  and  Recommended  by  fever al  of 
the  mojl  Eminent  Fhyficiam  of  Paris. 


Dome  out  of  the  FRENCH  of 

Monf.  Bouez  de  Sigogne,  JVI. CD. 

Counfellor  and  Phy  fician  in  ordinary  to  che  French  King 
in  the  Company  of  his  Majefty’s  Swiss  Guards. 


L  O  N  D  0  AT: 

printed  for  J.  C  l  a  r  k,  under  the  Piazza  of  th q  Royal* 
Exchange ,  in  CornhilL  1714. 


T  H  E 

APPROBATION 

O  F 


Dr.  J.  BAVT.  DODART, 

Counfellor  of  State  in  Ordinary,  and 
Firft  Phyfician  to  his  Majefty  Lewis  XV* 


HE  Author  of  this  Book^  acquaints  us  with 
a  new  Method  of  curing  the  Venereal  Dif- 
eafe,  by  Remedies ,  which  will  adapt  them - 
J elves  to  the  Temper  and  Difpofhion  of  a 
Patient ;  working  either  by  Perfprration  or  by  ZJrine, 
but  more  generally  by  Stool  $  and  which  cure  him  radi¬ 
cally,  without  expoflng  him  to  the  dangerous  Inconveni¬ 
ences  of  Salivation •  He  relates  fever al  happy  Experi¬ 

ments  of  it,  try  d  in  part  in  the  Pre fence  of  feme  emi¬ 
nent  Phyficians .  His  difcoveries  are  founded  upon  the 

mofl  Solidireafoning,  on  the  different  Ways  of  Secretion , 
and  the  Structure  of  thofe  Organs  that  aro  fubfervient 
thereto .  He  enlarges  on  the  Caufe  not  only  of  that  Dif 
cafe,  but  likewife  of  all  chronic Diftempers ;  and proves 
the  Neceffity  of  ufing  in  all  fuch  Cafes,  Remedies  draavn 
from  Mettals  and  'Minerals,  and  their  Preference  to 
thofe  which  are  drawn  from  Vegetables .  T his  Wcrf 

cannot  fail  of  meeting  with  publick^Hpplanfe,  for  as 
much  as  it  is  full  of  Erudition ,  and  containeth  a  great 
Variety  of  Reflet! ions,,  no  lefs  ifleful,  then  they  are 
agreeably  treated  of 
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IV 


The  Approbation  of  Dr.  Boudin , 

Counfellor  of  State,  firft  Phyfician  in  Ordinary 
to  his  Majefty,  and  iate  Dean  of  the  Faculty 
of  Paris* 

I  Have  always  lookp  upon  twb  things ,  as  the  principal 
Cbfiacles  to  the  Progrefs  of  Phyfick,  the  one  is  the 
general  Fondnefs  Aden  have  for  Syftems,  which  oblige 
young  Phyficians  to  fpend  a  great  deal  of  Tirne±  which 
might  be  better  beftow’ d  in  making  ufeful  Obfervations, 
and  fdls  their  Imagination  with  well  contriv’d  Fablesy 
but  of  no  ZJfe  towards  the  Cure  of  their  Patients y 
which  ought  to  be  the  chief  and  only  end  of  all  their 
Studies  mid  Labours.  The  other  is  not  only  their  ISfe- 
glcdl  of  but  likewife  their  diflikg  and  repugnance  both  to 
the  Search  of  new  Remedies ,  and  to  the  application  of 
them  in  their  Practices  when  ever  they  have  been  difco- 
ver  d  by  others  more  Couragious  and  Diligent  then  they . 

Ft  Treat  if e  that  oppofis  two  fitch  Prejudice  s9  cannot 
chufe  but  be  very  nfeful ;  the  Author  here  proves  irrefra¬ 
gable  that  Flypocrates/;^  rejected  all  Syftems  as  ufelefi% 
that  he  might  the  better  apply  himfelf  to  Obfervations , 
and  the  Study  of  proper  Medecines.  That  which  our 
Author  has  dijeover  d%  for  the  Cure  of  Venereal  Dif- 
cafes,  and  propofes  the  ZJfe  of  to  other  Phyficians ,  feems 
to  me  infinitely  preferable  to  Mercury ,  as  commonly  u- 
fed .  Every  Body  knows  what  Occidents  may  be  jufily  fear¬ 
ed,  from  Salivation  procur’d  by  FriElion ;  as  well  as 
what  the  Patients  fujfer  during  T hirty  or  Forty  Days 
application  of  Mercury,  But  our  Author  s  Remedy 
doth  never  raife  a  Salivation ;  it  only  purges  in  the  gent  left 
Manner  without  Grigings  or  Danger ,  and  one  be¬ 
holds  with  Pleafure  the  mofi  dreadful  Symptoms  difap 


pear,  without  the  Patient's  fujfering  the  le  aft  Pain,  or  be¬ 
ing  hinder'd  from  his  ufual  Bufinefs ,  when  his  Remedy 
has  been  adminiftred  at  proper  Times  and  Seafons . 
This  is  what  I  have  fteen  fever al  Inftances  of  in  Patient* 
whofe  Cure  I  have  attended  from  beginning  to  endy  and 
this  is  the  Teftimony  I  owe  to  Truth .  Given  at  Pari s 
Nov.  21  1720. 

B  O  U  D  I  n; 


The  Approbation  of  Dr.  de  Chirac , 

Counfellor  of  State;  Phyfician  to  his  Majeftyj 
late  Profeffor  of  the  Univerfity  of  Montpelier y 
Superintendant  of  the  Royal  Botanic  Garden, 
and  firft  Phyfician  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the 
Duke  of  Orleans . 

THE  Cure  0/ Venereal  Difeafes  is  liable  to  ft  many 
Inconvenience  sy  both  from  the  Infufftciency  of  the 
great  eft  Part  of  t  ho fe  who  undertake  it,  and  by  Re  afar* 
of  the  grievous  Sufferings  they  expofe  their  Patients  to% 
7vho  follow  the  old  Method  of  curing.  The  Time  it  re¬ 
quires  to  perform  ity  is  ft)  longy  and  a  Patients  withdraw¬ 
ing  himfelf  for  the  ftp  ace  of  forty  or  fifty  Days ,  during 
which  T ime  he  muft  keep  his  Chamber  ,  is  ft  troublefiome 
and  often  ft  fufpicious,  fpecially  for  Per  fins  whofe  Stations 
oblige  them  to  have  a  more  than  ordinary  regard  for 
their  Reput  at  ion  y  that  we  can  never  fufftciently  applaud 
thofe  who  have  fpent  their  Time  and  Labour  in  the  Dif- 
covery  and  Improvewent  of  fuch  Remedies y  as  can  tho¬ 
roughly  cure  thofe  who  are  affliEled  with  ity  and  free 
them  from  all  the  Inconveniences,  and  Difir ders  that  at¬ 
tend  the  Ordinary  Way  of  curing  it. 

Several 
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Several  Experiments  have  convinc'd  me  that  the  Re¬ 
medy  which  Dr.  Bouez  de  Sigogne,  M.  D.  has  by 
his  great  Labour  and  Indafiry  difcover'd ,  has  all  thofi 
Qualities  in  an  eminent  wanner,  and  that  it  is  even  able 
to  repair  the  Faults  of  the  mofl  common  Specific,  I  mean 
of  Mercury  by  Trillion*  He  has  curd  Difeafes  which 
either  Salivations  could  not  remove 5  or  having  done  Jby 
have  left  fome  very  grievous  and  fufpicious  Impreffions 
on  the  Organs .  What  I  have  feen  of  the  good  Ejfetls 
of  his  Remedy ,  obliges  me  to  do  him  Juft  ice  upon  thisy 
as  well  as  upon  feveral  other  Occaftons .  As  for  the 

Book „  he  has  written y  with  a  defign  to  inform  the  World 
of  the  diftovery  of  his  Remedy  >  See.  lean  only  fay  that 
v  it  well  deferves  to  be  ready  and  fufficiently  JJjows  that 
the  Author  has  not  wholly  confin'd  his  Labour  and  Study 
to  the  Management  of  his  Elaboratory .  Given  ox.  Paris 
Sept.  i6y  1721. 

CHIRAC 

The  Approbation  of  Dr.  Bafjat, 

Phyfician  in  Ordinary  to  the  late  Duke  of 
Berry. 

np  HOSE  Books  which  contribute  either  to  the 
JJ  Eafe  or  Prefervation  of  Lifey  can  never  be  made 
too  Pub  lick.  This  which  treats  of  a  new  Method  to 

cure  the  Venereal  Difeafe  is  of  that  Nature y  and  how 
prejudic'd  foever  I  was,  that  Mercury  alone  was  able  to 
root  out  that  dreadful  Diftemper,  I  have  at  length  been 
forc'd  to  yield  to  the  Proofs  I  have  feen  of  the  Excellent 
cy  and  Efficacy  of  Dr.  Bouez  de  Sigogne\f  Remedy  y 
and  the  Teftimony  I  ought  to  bear  to  Truthy  obliges  me 
to  fay  that  /  have,  upon  feveral  Occaftons  feen  the  hap¬ 
py  Succefs  of  it)  not  only  with  Refptii  to  feveral  Perfons 
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whom  the  Venereal  Poifon  had  fo  far  deftrofd  that  they 
were  judged  incur  able ;  but  Ukewife  with  Regard  to  many 
ether  sy  who  had  fail'd  fever d  Times  of  being  curd  by  the 
old  Way ;  and  what  is  mofi  wonderful  is  that  thofe  Patients 
who  have  made  ZJfe  of  tty  have  been  fo  far  from  being 
expos'd  to  the  frequent  Occidents,  which  are  obferv'd 
to  attend  the  Operation  of  Mercury,  that  they  have  been 
frill  able  to  attend  their  Bufnefsy  with  as  much  freedom 
as  if  they  had  been  in  perfect  Health ;  and  as  we  can  ne¬ 
ver  fuff  c tent ly  commend  the  Authors  of  fuch  ufeful  dif 
coveriesy  I  can fay ,  to  the  Prafe  of  D  r.  Sigogne,  and 
of  his  Book,  that  whoever  reads  it  with  due  Attention, 
will  find  in  it  fure  and  folid  Principles  for  the  Jafe  and 
ufeful  P  raid  ice  of  Phyfeckz  Such  is  my  Opinion.  Gi¬ 
ven  at  Paris  Nov.  15,  1721. 

BASSAT, 


The  Approbation  of  the  General 
Censor  of  the  Faculty. 


I  Under-written,  Reader ,  Royal Profeffor,and  Regent - 
D obi or  of  the  Faculty  of  Paris*  and  Royal  Cenfer 
of  Books,  have  examin'd  by  order  of  my  Lord  Chancellory 
this  Manufeript  entitled  A  new  Method  to  cure  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  Difeafe,  &c.  It  is  a  great  Error  to  thinkjhat  a- 
mongft  thofe  Dfeafes  which  Mankind  is  liable  toy  there 
fiould  be  any,  the  Study  of  which  jhould  be  lefe  noble , 
and  to  the  Cure  of  which  Phficians  fiould  thinks  it  a 
JDifgrace  to  apply  themfelves .  Such  a  Thought,  which  is 
nothing  elfe  hut  a  Device  of  Ignorance y  has  neverthelefe 
been  favour'd  by  feveral  Phyfecians,  who  being  ignorant 
of  their  Duty,  and  of  that  which  is  the  Glory  of  their 
charitable  and  extenfive  Profefiony  dare  to  lookjtpon  the 
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Cure  of  Venereal  Difeafes?  as  a  thing  unworthy  of  their 
Care .  Happily  for  the  Public^ good,  the  Author  of 
the  Book ^  we  are  now  recommending,  has  been  able  to 
free  himfelf  from  fo  contagious  an  Error .  The  eajy  Me¬ 
thod  which  bj  his  Labours  and  Study  he  has  difiover’d  on 
this  Subject,  is  Jo  adapted  to  the  Operations  of  Nature, 
that  it  is  infinitely  above  all  other  Remedies  that  have 
hitherto  been  ufied  in  fuch  Caffs.  He  proves  that  agree- 
ablenefs  by  Jo  lid  reafoning ,  fuch  as  affords  him  anoccaff- 
m  to  treat  of  it  with  a  great  deal  of  learning,  and  to 
enlarge  upon  the  various  Qualities  of  Vegetable  and  Mi¬ 
neral  Mledecmes,  and  the  divers  Modifications  the  lat¬ 
ter  are  fuff eptible  of,  and  upon  the  Reffflance  of  the  for¬ 
mer  to  all  the  Efforts  of  Art ;  on  the  Manner  in  * 
which  the  Remedies  drawn  from  the  one  and  the  other 
afri  upon  the  Structure  of  our  Organs  ;  and  upon  the 
Mechanifm  of  all  the  Evacuations  of  our  Bodies,  whe¬ 
ther  in  Sicknefs  or  in  Health,  T his  Variety  of  reflexi¬ 
ons  makes  up  a  Collection  of  Chymical,  Anatomical  and 
Phyfical  Obfervations,  the  Solidity  of  which  join'd  to  an 
eloquent  and  correct  diXion ,  makes  the  reading  of  the 
Boof  very  infir uXive  and  agreeable.  The  Author  is 
not  contented  with  fuch  reafoning,  in  order  to  prove  the 
ZJfefulnefs  of  this  Method ,  but  backs  it  with  Experi¬ 
ence,  and  without  Oftentation  recites  many  Inflances  of 
the  extraordinary  Cures  he  has  perform'd  by  it ;  which 
beingvery  certain  and  well  attefted,  do  equally  commend 
the  Physician  and  his  Remedy,  Given  at  Paris  Nov.  22 3 
1711* 
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•  ^  X, 

H  E  various  Hypothecs  which  Men 
have  invented,  in  order  to  account 
For  the  Operations  of  Nature,  thole 
agreeable  Romances,  may  be  juftly 
efteemed  one  of  the  firft  and  principal 
Caules  of  the  little  Improvements 
that  have  hitherto  been  made  in. 
Phyhck.  This  original  Deleft  has 
fpread  itfelf  from  one  Age  to  another,  from  the  Greeks  to  our 
Times.  The  Trituration  of  Frajiftratws,  the  Subftanttal  Forms 
which  have  been  brought  from  the  Schools  of  the  Peripatetics 
into  the  Colleges  of  Phyficians ;  the  Four  Qualities  of  Galen  5  the 
Acids  and  Ale  alt  of  Tachenim  ;  the  Fermentation  of  Willis  5  the 
Arcbxtn  of  Van  Helmont  have  lo  confounded  the  Art,  of  itfelf 
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£o  difficult  and  intricate,  that  we  cannot  but  think  otirfelves 
extremely  oblig’d  to  fuch  Perfons,  who,  by  an  indefatigable 
Induftry  and  application,  have  endeavoured  to  refcue  a  Pro- 
feffion,  fb  ufeful  and  neceflary  to  Mankind,  from  all  thofe 
vain  and  whimfical  Notions,  ib  foreign  and  diftant  from  the 
Simplicity  of  thofe  Laws,  which  Nature  follows  in  her  Ope¬ 
rations  :  Notions  altogether  pernicious  and  unfatisfa&ory, 
which  we  are  every  moment  ready  to  depart  from.  It 
may  be  juftly  affirmed  of  the  Authors  of  thofe  imaginary 
Syflems,  that  they  call  in  qucftion  what  they  fee  with  their 
Eyes,  that  they  may  guefs  at  what  cannot  be  feen,  or  ob- 
ferv’d,  and  inftead  of  framing  their  Notions  from  the  Ope¬ 
rations  of  Nature,  they  would  force  her  to  a£  only  accord¬ 
ing  to  tlieir  Conceptions.  Their  Mind  onde  ftrbngly  pre- 
poflefs’d  with  a  favourite  Hypothefis,  makes  every1  thing  fiib- 
fervient  to  it.  Doth  a  Patient  complain  of  intolerable  Pains  ? 
the  Equilibrium  of  Trituration  is  fpoiled  or  obftru&ed  ;  the 
Harmony  between  the  Four  equalities.  Hot  and  Cold,  Dry 
and  Moift,  is  loft ;  the  Acid  prevails  over  the  Alcali,  or  the 
Alcali  over  the  Acid ;  the  Fermentation  of  the  Humours, 
like  a  ftrong  Wine  boiling  in  the  Veffels,  has  fet  the  whole 
Body  on  Fire,  by  reafon  of  the  Explolions  of  the  fiilphureous 
Parts  of  the  Blood,  which  caufe  all  thofe  irregular  Motions 
in  the  Pick  Perfens ;  the  Arcboem  is  irritated,  and  will  not  be 
appeafed,  but  by  the  Application  of  Pome  powerful  Alcali. 

Thus  it  is  that  thePe  Authors  trifle  with  Nature,  and  the 
Credulity  of  Mankind ;  for  a  Man  had  need  of  a  great  deal 
of  Faith,  to  give  into  thefe  Whimfies.  But  the  great  Hy- 
pocrates  was  far  wifer  and  better  acquainted  with  Nature’s 
Secrets,  therefore  has  he  not  had  his  equal  hitherto ;  no¬ 
body  having  follow’d  his  Principles.  The  Reputation  of 
being  an  Author,  or  Inventer  of  a  new  Syftem,  has  milled 
the  Writers  of  all  Ages;  no  Wonder  then  if  they  come  fb 
fhort  of  this  great  Mafter,  that  no  one  of  ’em  can  be  com¬ 
par’d  to  him.  But  what  Secret  had  this  fiiblime  Genius  to 
attain  to  Po  eminent  a  Degree  of  Knowledge  ?  None  but 
that  of  freeing  himfelf  from  the  Tyranny  of  thofe  Syflems 
that  were  as  much  in  vogue  m  his  Days,  as  they  are  tit 
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ours;  by  an  exadi  following  of  Nature,  and  examining  her 
in  all  her  various  Ways,  and  Shapes,  in  which  She  did  appear 
to  him.  He  under  flood  the  Hypothecs  of  his  Time,  which 
made  him  rejedi  them  as  vain  and  ufelefs.  It  is,  fays  he,  (lib. 
de  vet.  Medecin.)  neither  Heat  nor  Cold,  Dry  nor  Moift,  that 
caufe  the  Diftempers  incident  to  humane  Bodies :  Neque  enim 
ficcum,  neque  bums  dam,  neque  calidum ,  neque  frigidum ,  ne¬ 

que  alt  ad  quidpiam  put  aver  ant  primi  invent  ores  bominem  l  Aden  • 
But  what  is  it  then  that  can  difturb  the  Animal  Oeconomy  ?  It 
is,  continueth  he,  the  Bitter,  the  Salt,  the  Sweet,  the  Acid,  the 
Sharp,  the  Unfavoury,  and  an  infinite  Multitude  of  other  Sa- 
vours ;  whilft  thefe  keep  an  exact  Proportion  one  with  ano¬ 
ther,  the  Body  is  in  perfect  Health  ;  which  cannot  be  im¬ 
pair’d  until  fbme  one  or  more  of  them  prevail  over  the  reft, 
and  ceafe  to  keep  a  due  Proportion  and  Harmony  amongft 
themfelves.  Inefi  enim  in  Homine  &  amarum ,  &  falfam ,  & 
dulcet  acidum ,  &  acerbum ,  &  fluidum ,  &  alia  inftnita 

omni genus  faculties  habentia ,  copiamque  &  roburj  atque  ba$ 
quidem  juxta  ac  inter  fe  temper  at  a,  neque  confpicua  funt ,  ne¬ 
que  bominem  Udunt  j  ubi  vero  quid  horum  fecretum  fuent, 
atque  boc  ipfum  in  feipfo  fuerit,  tunc  &  confpicuum  eft,  & 
bominem  Udit.  This  is  the  Dodtrine  of  Hypocrates ,  which 
we  may  juftly  call  the  Key  of  Nature.  Setting  therefore 
afide  all  other  Hypothecs,  let  us  follow  thefe  Principles  which 
are  thofe  of  N  ature  herfelf.  Let  us  endeavour  to  find  out 
proper  Remedies  to  reftore  thefe  Qualities  or  Savours  to  their 
primitive  State ;  fince  it  is  their  Difbrder,  which  brings  our 
Difeafes  upon  us.  Let  us  apply  ourfelves  to  recover  their 
Order,  by  Medicines  fit  and  proper  to  reftore  to  their  right 
Temperature  thofe  Humours  which  were  either  too  bitter,  or 
too  fharp,  too  fait,  or  too  fowcr.  I  own  this  to  be  the  pro¬ 
per  Work  of  Nature,  and  not  the  diredf  and  pofttive  Effiedi 
of  Medicines ;  but  thefe  ferve  to  remove  thofe  accidental  Ob¬ 
stacles,  which  difturb  Nature  in  her  Operations,  that  thus 
-difentangled,  and  reftor’d  to  her  natural  and  full  Power,  fhe 
anay  remove  thofe  Diforders,  that  did  difturb  and  opprefs  her, 
•The  World  will  fee  hereafter,  that  the  Succefs  I  have  met 
y/ith  has  convinced  me  of  it ;  that  I  have  been  fortunate 
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enough  to  have  found  out  one  of  thole  happy  Remedies,  whi  ck 
can  in  very  little  time  fafely  and  agreeably  procure  Health,  by 
deftroying  thole  cruel  and  ftubborn  Dileafes,  which  in  the 
Opinion  of  almoft  ail  the  Phylicians,  pals  for  incurable.  This 
Remedy  hath  colt  me  a  vaft  deal  of  Pains  and  Study,  but  they 
have  at  length  been  blelt  with  the  delired  Succels. 

Neither  are  Hypotheles  the  only  Obltacle  to  the  Improve¬ 
ment  of  Phyiick  5  Realbning,  though  uleful  and  necelfary 
to  dilcover  and  diltinguifh  one  Diftemper  from  another,  and 
their  different  Degrees,  has  neverthelels  been  attended  with 
this  Inconvenience  :  Let  a  Young  Gentleman  Ipend  his  Life 
111  the  Study  of  thole  Authors,  which  are  the  moll  celebrated 
for  good  Realbning,  he  comes  eafily  to  fancy  himlelf  an  able 
Phyhcian,  and  luperior  to  the  reft,  in  Proportion  to  his  Strength 
and  Capacity  this  way.  But  are  Patients  to  be  cur’d  by  mere 
Force  of  Arguments  ?  True  it  is,  that  without  Realbning  a 
Man  cannot  cure  his  Patients,  but  then  he  mull:  realbn  juft- 
ly,  and  thence  proceed  to  the  Application  of  proper  Reme¬ 
dies.  Thele  Philoiophic  Phylicians  are  perpetually  miftaken. 
The  true  Knowledge  of  Nature  elcapes  them,  becaule  they 
don’t  confuk  her.  They  are  amaz’d  to  find  that  Nature  has 
not  operated  according  to  the  Conclufions  they  had  drawn 
from  their  own  Principles.  They  do  neverthelefs  preferibe 
according  to  thele  Conclufions :  No  Wonder  then  if  the  Suc¬ 
cels  lb  leldcm  anlwers  lb  much  Learning,  and  fuch  deep  and 
fubtle  Realbning.  This  indeed  is  an  excellent  Way  to  procure 
the  Aidmiration  and  Efteem  of  thole  that  hear  them  5  but  a 
very  indifferent  one  to  cure  their  poor  Patients.  Hypo  crates 
has  defin’d  a  good  Phyfician,  not  a  Man  that  can  argue  well, 
but  one  that  is  Medsndi  peritm ,  that  knows  how  to  cure 
Difeaies  efiedfually. 

The  third  Obftacle  to  the  Progrefs  of  Phyfick,  is,  on  the 
one  Hand,  the  Indolence  which  is  natural  to  Mankind ;  and 
on  the  other,  the  vaft  Extent  of  the  Materia  Medic  a.  What 
Likelihood  is  there,  that  the  Life  of  Man,  Ihort  as  it  is, 
ihould  be  fuificient  for  fuch  a  Ssarch,  which  that  of  all 
Men  of  all  Ages  put  together  would  not  he  able  to  acconi- 
.plifh  ?  Satisfy ’d  with  fuch  a  ftrpng  and  convincing  Argu- 
‘  me 
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ment,  they  content  themlelves  with  ftudyipg  thole  Dilcove- 
ries,  that  have  been  tranfmitted  to  them  by  their  Predeceftors^ 
whether  by  Writing  or  otherwile  5  they  take  their  Word  for 
them,  and  apply  at  a  Venture,  as  they  often  did,  the  lame  Re¬ 
medies,  but  with  Ifnall  Succels.  This  is  the  Courle  which 
Men  generally  follow  with  Relpeft  to  Arts  and  Sciences. 
If  by  chance  there  happens  to  appear  a  Man  of  a  more  liib- 
We  and  penetrating  Qenius,  one  that  loars  above  the  reft, 
what  Pains  doth  it  coft  him  before  he  can  perliiade  the  World 
to  relifh  his  Djfcoveries.  Aquapendente  dreading  the  Malice  of 
the  Inquilition,  did  not  dare  to  divulge  in  Italy  his  new 
Doctrine  of  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  which  he  had 
^earn’d  F.  Paul  the  Monk  5  he  found  himlelf  obliged  to  com¬ 
municate  it  -  only  privately  to  Dr.  Harvey,  who  was  then'  his 
Difciple  i  but  left  the  Doctor,  being  returned  into  England , 
fhould  aflume  to  himlelf  the  Honour  of  this  noble  Dilcove- 
ry,  as  he  adfually  did,  he  thought  it  proper  at  the  lame  time  to 
communicate  it  to  theE^/z/^Embaflador  then  at  Venice  ;  But 
yhe  Embaftador  being  wholly  taken  up  with  other  Matters, 
let  Harvey  alone,  who  yet  did  not  fail  to  meet  with  very 
great  Oppolition  even  in  England,  a  Country  blefs’d  with  Free¬ 
dom  and  Liberty,  if  ever  any  was.  GaliUo  was  kept  five 
Years  dole  Prifoner  in  the  Inquifition,  for  having  maintained 
the  Copernican  Syftem  :  Neither  could  he  recover  his  Freer 
dom,  till  he  had  folemnly  recanted  it.  Pope  Zachary  con¬ 
demned  as  Heretics,  all  thole  who  affirmed  that  there  were 
any  Antipodes :  The  Spaniards  found  the  Advantage  of  not 
adhering  to  the  Pope’s  Decifion.  What  Oppolition  did  notDw 
Cartes  meet  with,  for  having  dar’d  to  inform  the  World  ot 
Jbmc  grols  Errours,  which  had  been  current  till  his  Time, 
in  feveral  Parts  of  Natural  Philolbphy  ?  He  was  an  Atheift, 
and  delerv’d  to  be  burnt  at  a  Stake.  How  long  was  it  be¬ 
fore  the  Ufe  .  of  Emeticks  could  be  admitted  in  Phyfick? 
Condemn’d  as  it  was  by  an  A£t  of  Parliament  as  a  dange¬ 
rous  Poifon,  we  had  been  at  this  Day  deprived  of  the  Be¬ 
nefit  of  fo  Excellent  a  Remedy,  had  it  not  been  attended 
with  wonderful  Succefs,  in  faving  the  Life  of  the  late  King 
Lewis  XIVth* 
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As  Men  of  what  Climate  Ibever  they  be,  are  generally  en» 
dowed  with  the  lame  Temper  and  Genius  5  what  Pains  have 
the  Europeans  been  forc’d  to  take,  to  undeceive  the  Cbinefes , 
who,  fond  of  their  Erroneous  Agronomical  Oblervations, 
could  not  be  induced  to  believe,  that  they  had  been  lo  long 
and  lo  much  miftaken,  or  that  the  Europeans,  endow’d  with 
&  Superior  Knowledge  had  realbn’d  more  juftly.  This  DiA 
temper  of  the  Mind  has  infedfed  Men  of  all  Sciences  in 
general.  Doth  a  Phyfician  apply  himfelf  wholly  to  the  Cure 
of  any  Dillemper,  or  labour  to  find  out  either  a  new  Me¬ 
thod  or  a  new  Medicine,  a  Number  of  his  Brethren  are 
ready  to  cry  out,  a  Mountebank,  an  Importer  !  The  Letters 
of  Guy  fatinus,  a  Man  otherwife  of  lome  merit,  are  ftuft 
with  fuch  Impertinences  againrt  Emeticks:  It  mull  be  own¬ 
ed  that  a  Man  had  need  of  a  great  deal  of  Courage  and  more 
than  Ordinary  Strength  of  Mind,  to  Encounter  and  Con¬ 
quer  the  Prejudices  of  Men,  God  has  already  lo  far  fa¬ 
vour’d  me,  as  to  enable  me  to  find  out  one  of  the  mort  use¬ 
ful  Medecines  to  Mankind,  and  will  I  hope  grant  me 
Courage  enough  at  the  Expence  of  my  Life  and  Fortune  to 
defend  it,  allur’d  as  I  am  of  its  Efficacy  from  its  extraor¬ 
dinary  Succels. 

The  Extent  qf  the  Materia  Medtca  doth  vaft’y  exceed  that 
©f  our  Knowledge:  What  new  Salomon  could  unravel  all  the 
various  Virtues  of  Vegetables?  what  Labours,  what  Fatigues, 
what  expence  has  liich  a  Search  coR,  and  to  what  Purpole 
has  all  this  prov’d  ?  M.  Denis  Dodart,  the  greatert:  Genius  the 
lafLAge  produc’d,  and  Father  to  the  famous  M.  Dodart,  firlf 
Phylician  to  his  prelent  Majerty  Lewis  XV,  has  exhaurted 
all  the  Force  of  Induftry  and  Penetration  which  Man  could  be 
capable  of,  under  the  Eye  and  Direction  of  the  Academy  of 
Sciences,  to  force  Nature  to  difclole  thole  hidden  Secrets, 
and  Treafires  that  are  jfihut  up  in  Plants  for  the  Preiervatioq . 
©f  Health.  Above  lyoo  Plants  tortur’d  all  manner  of  Ways, 
have  only  ferv’d  to  dilcourage  the  Gentleman  who  did  lb 
yigoroufly  attempt  this  Enquiry,  and  to  oblige  him  to  re- 
Hnquifh  that  purluit.  We  labour  under  a  moral  Impoffibility 
©f  going  further,  and  if  by  chance  a  Man  fhould  be  able  to 
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finifh  fuch  a  Search,  we  muft  confefs  ingenuoufly,  that  but 
a  fmall  Advantage  would  thereby  accrue,  either  to  the  The¬ 
ory  or  the  Pra&ice  of  Phyfick :  It  has  been  obferved  long 
ago  that  Chymical  Labour,  and  the  Force  of  Fire,  deftroy 
the  Medicinal  Vertue  of  Plants  and  Animals.  They  fpoil 
the  juft  Proportion  of  their  common  Principles.  An  exadb 
Dole  appointed  by  Nature  will  have  feme  good  E  fifed!  upon 
a  Patient,  whilft  that  proportion  lafts ;  but  after  it  has  lien 
deftroy ’d  by  the  Fire,  thcfe  Plants  either  ceafe  to  be  Medi¬ 
cinal,  or  elfe  acquire  lome  ftrange  Quality  very  different  ff om 
that  which  they  naturally  had.  Senna ,  for  Example,  is  a  ve¬ 
ry  good  Purge,  if  taken  as  we  receive  it  at  the  Hands  of 
Nature ;  but  its  Principles,  viz,.  Sulphur,  Water,  Earth  and 
Salt,  being  once  feparated,  by  Chymical  Analyfis,  they  purge 
no  more,  neither  feparated  nor  reunited.  The  Salt  becomes 
Diuretick,  the  Sulphur  purges  not  at  all,  or  very  little,  and 
this  too  not  without  Gripings,  and  Danger  of  Inflammati¬ 
on.  That  great  Man,  juft  now  mentioned,  was  fe  fully  per- 
fuaded  that  Fire  fpoils  all,  and  produces  new  Compounds* 
that  he  never  us’d  any  to  analife  his  vegetables  ;  but  made 
Ufe  of  different  Mixtures  of  Salts  to  extract  Tin&ures  front 
them,  notwithftanding  all  which  prudent  Precautions,  his 
Labours  are  become  Ufelefs;  neither  has  Phyfick  been  any¬ 
thing  improv’d  or  enrich’d  by  them  ;  but  the  Faculty  hath 
contented  it  felf  with  retaining  a  very  fmall  Number  of  XJfu- 
al  Plants,  which  they  had  either  receiv’d  from  barbarous  Na¬ 
tions,  fuch  as  Senna ,  Rhubarb ,  Mecoacum ,  Scamony ,  Sarfa- 
farilla,  Guacum , ,  Jefuits-Bark ,  &c.  or  difcover’d  by  mere 
Chance,  as  Mercury,  &c.  All  this  will  ferve  to  clear  an  im¬ 
portant  Queftion,  viz,,  whether  Remedies  drawn  from  Ve* 
gctables  and  Animals,  are  to  be  prefer’d  to  thofe  which  are 
extracted  from  Mettals  and  Minerals;  thefe  laft  feem  in  all 
refpedhs  to  deferve  the  Preference :  Mens  way  of  living  efr 
pecially  in  great  Cities,,  their  ftrong  Liquors,  the  fad  and 
fatal  Ufe  of  which  daily  encreafes;  fo  many  kinds  of  them 
unknown  to  our  Anceftours,  and  feme  of  them  made  of 
jDruggs  brought  from  the  furtheft  Parts  of  the  World,  fuch 
a  Number  of  Sauces  tofs’d  up  with  Ingredients  fetcht  from 
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the  remoteft  Climates,  ,liich  rich  Difhes,  fuch  exquffite 
Wines,  the  pernicious  Art  of  Cooks,  who  may  be  juffly  call’d 
agreeable  Poifbners,  a  foft,  leffeminate,  lazy,  and  almofe 
lethargfck  Life,  which  the  richer  fort  of  Men  do  give  them¬ 
felves  up  to,  joined  to  the  moft  unruly  Paffions;  all  thefe 
put  together,  produce  fb  many  kinds  of  Difeafes,  altogether' 
new  either  in  themfelves  or  their  Caufes,  or  by  a  new 
Concourfe  of  Symptoms,  that  one  may  boldly  affirm,  that 
old  Phyfick  Books,  are  of  little  or  no  Ufe,  fo  greatly  is 
the  Shape  of  Diieafes  altered ;  fiich  Degrees  of  Stubbornefs 
are  they  come  to;  that  the  fimplicity  of  Ancient  Preferipti- 
ons  is  not  ftrong  enough,  to  overcome  the  Obffinacy  of 
thefe  new  Monfters,  defign’d  for  the  Deffruftion  of  Man¬ 
kind  ;  and  may  we  not  affign  this  as  the  true  Caufe  why 
the  Ancient  Preparations  with  which  Hypocrates,  Galen,  Or/- 
bafus,  Aretoeus ,  Trallianus,  See.  wrought  filch  wonderful 
Cures,  are  entirely  fet  afide  and  forgotten.  Thofe  who 
make  attentive  Obfervations  on  the  Miferies  which  Men 
willfully  bring  upon  themfelves,  are  made  fufficientJy  fenfi- 
ble  of  the  Weaknefs  of  thofe  Medicines  which  our  Ancef- 
tours  found  fb  much  good  by.  It  is  very  well  worth  ob- 
ferving,  that  ever  fince  the  Difeoveries  of  the  fartheft  Parts 
of  Afia  with  their  Riches,  and  of  all  America  with  her 
Treafiires,  the  Europeans,  charm’d  with  the  delightful  Rari¬ 
ties  of  thofe  new  Climates,  (in  Tiberim  defiuxit  Qrontes,) 
have  began  to  feek  for  Remedies  out  of  Mettals  and  Mine¬ 
rals,  the  Vegetable  and  the  Animal  kind  not  being  power¬ 
ful  enough  to  eradicate  thofe  Difeafes  which  have  been 
caufed  by  an  inordinate  Luxury,  which  has  over-run  all  Europe, 
and  which  have  their  Original  from  thofe  Rarities  and 
Riches  which  are  brought  from  the  Indies.  Before  their 
Difeovery  which  happen’d  in  the  Year  1494,  the  Ufe  of 
Mercury,  Antimony,  Vitriol,  &c.  in  Phyfick  was  althgether 
unknown.  Never  was  Chymiftry  cultivated  with  greater 
Care  than  it  has  been  fince  then,  the  Neceffity  of  it  never 
having  been  felt  fo  much  before.  The  Reafbn  of  this  is 
plain :  Both  the  Ajiatick ,  and  American ,  Indians ,  as  well  as 
our  Fore-fathers,  did  content  themfelves  with  fimple  Druggs 

which 
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Which  their  own  Soil  did  furnifh  them  with,  and  they  are 
fufficient  for  them;  neither  do  they  willingly  venture  upon 
ours,  I  mean  our  Chymical  Preparations,  which  they  find  too 
flrong  for  them,  and  have  no  manner  of  need  of ;  the  plain- 
nefs  of  their  Food  not  breeding  in  them  any  Diftempers  attend¬ 
ed  with  filch  fierce  Symptoms,  and  lb  hard  to  be  carried  off. 
The  Humours  being  overcharg’d  with  an  exceflive  Quantity 
of  the  Alimental  Sulphur,  become  near  as  viicous  as  the 
my  Glew  it  felf :  The  Salts  throw  the  Membranes  into 
Convulfions,  their  Quantity  irritating  the  nervous  kind.  In¬ 
flammations  necefiarily  follow.  The  Tonick  Motion  of  the 
Solid  Parts  is  interrupted,  the  Humours  ftagnate,  and  all  the  Ani¬ 
mal  Functions  grow  languid;  from  whence  proceed  filch  Ob- 
flruClions  all  over  the  Body,  as  can  hardly  be  overcome  by  the 
moll  a 6tive  Remedies,  againft  which  their  Strength  and 
Volatility  often  prove  ineffectual :  But  let  us  more  fully  ex¬ 
plain  this  Matter. 

There  is  no  Diftemper,  whether  Acute  or  Chronicle, 
(the  Plague  and  Peftilential  kind  excepted)  but  proceeds  from 
the  fame  Caufe,  that  is  to  fay  ,  the  thickning  of  the  Liquids, 
For  as  thofe  Liquors  are  in  their  firft  Original  no  more  than 
Jellies  of  thofe  Animals  we  feed  upon,  ’tis  no  wonder  they 
are  fo  apt  to  coagulate.  So  long  therefore  as  the  Salts  and 
Sulphurs  of  the  Aliments  fwim  in  the  Liquid,  and  thofe 
Salts  and  Sulphurs  are  feparated,  and  kept  in  a  kind  of  Fufion 
by  the  elaftick  Motion  of  the  folid  Parts,  the  Liquids  have 
liberty  and  Room  enough  to  circulate  through  their  Vef- 
fels,  all  the  Functions  are  perform’d  with  eafe,  and  the  Bo¬ 
dy  is  in  perfect  Health;  but  *tis  foon  alter’d,  when  the  Mo¬ 
tion  of  the  Liquids  either  increafes  or  decreafes.  The  different 
degrees  of  thicknefs  and  thinnefs  in  the  Blood,  and  Humours, 
as  well  as  Sicknefs  and  Health  depend  upon  the  variation  of 
thofe  Motions,  the  more  or  lefs  caufing  all  the  Difference ;  and 
the  fame  Caufe  produces  Symptoms  accidentally  different  in  a 
cute  and  .chronick  Difeafes;  the  Functions  are  more  or  lefs 
vigorous,  and  the  Parts  move  with  more  or  lefs  Force  and 
Swiftnefs:  If  the  Symptoms  are  violent,  an  acute  Difiemper 
enfues;  if  they  are  Ids  vehement,  the  Difeafe  proves  Chro- 
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nical  j  one  Angle  Inflance  will  evince  the  Truth  of  this  Do¬ 
ctrine.  In  Apoplexies  the  Blood  is  of  an  extraordinary  Thick- 
nefs:  It  is  much  thinner  in  a  Dropfy  and  Epilepfy.  The 
Fiercenefs  of  the  Symptoms  connderably  incrcafes  according 
to  the  Parts  in  which  thefe  thickned  Liquids  are  ftagnated:  In 
the  Head  they  produce  a  Difeafe  attended  with  Death,  but 
when  they  difperfe  themfelvcs  from  the  Head  into  the  Limbs, 
without  diminifhing  of  their  Thickncfs,  they  caufe  the  Paliy, 
under  which  a  Man  may  linger  fome  Years.  The  fame  Caufe 
therefore  is  capable  of  producing  an  acute  Diftemper,  or 
one  that  is  not  £o.  Milk,  in  proportion  to  the  Strength  of  the 
Acids  which  are  mixtwith  it,  turns  quicker  or  flower,  and  the 
Whey  in  which  the  Curd  fubfides ,  yields  different  Taflcs:  The 
Line  thing  exactly,  happens  in  the  Blood,  which  is  of  the 
feme  Nature  with  Milk,  and  according  to  the  Eflkacity  of  the 
Heterogeneous  Ferment,  doth  coagulate  an  hundred  different' 
Ways,  and  with  more  or  lefs  quicknefs.  The  Animal  Fun¬ 
ctions  exaCtly  follow  thefe  differences,  whence  either  flow 
or  acute  Diftempers  are  produced,  which  by  their  Symptoms 
do  plainly  fhow  the  various  Degrees  and  Characters  of  their 
Ferments,  and  are  diverfify’d  according  to  the  Contexture, 
Situation,  and  Figure  of  each  part  of  the  Body.  The  vi¬ 
tiated  Ferment,  which  caufes  the  Hcad-ach  in  Fevers,  being 
transfus’d  into  all  other  parts  of  the  Body,  caufei  in  them 
more  or  Iefe  acute  Pains*  in  proportion  to  their  Hardaefe  or 
Softnefs,  or  their  Connexion  with  the  othe»  parts  that  are 
either  nearer,  or  more  remote  from  them.  This  is  the  Me- 
chanifm  which  is  obferved  in  acute  Difeaies,  which  likewife 
produces  Chronical  ones,  all  the  Difference  that  it  betwixt 
them  being  merely  accidental.  If  the  vitiated  Ferment  be 
lo  very  flow,  that  k  can  only  difplay  it  felf  infenflbly,  and 
after  feveral  Months^  and  iometimes  after  feveral  Years,  the 
Tonick  Motion  of  the  Solid  parts  will  exaCtly  follow  the 
Progrefs  of  that  Ferment,  which  will  begin  to  (how  it 
felf:  The  Scurvy  will  afford  us  an  Inflance  of  this.  Flefh 
felted  of  ftnok’d,  the  Sea  Air,  &c.  ihftife  a  kind  of  Brine  in¬ 
to  the  Blood  by  little  and  little,  which  in  time  become? 
acrimonious,  to  fuch  a  degree,,  that  like  forth  it  cor¬ 
rodes- 
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rodcs  the  very  Flefh  and  Bones.  The  Ptifick  follows  the 
fame  Mechanifm,  although  produced  by  another  Caufe: 
The  Dropfy  is  the  very  lame,  with  this  difference  only, 
that  the  Patient  doth  neverthelels  languifh  a  great  while  af¬ 
ter  the  Diflolution  of  the  Blood ;  whereas  in  the  Scurvy  and 
Ptifick  its  Serofity  becomes  lo  fharp,  that  it  quickly  brings  a 
Man  to  his  Grave.  It  is  one  of  Nature’s  Laws,  that  our 
Liquors,  being  coagulated  by  a  vitiated  Ferment,  fhould  be 
again  diflolv’d ;  (as  may  be  oblerv’d  in  Milk,)  neverthe¬ 
lels  they  do  not  return  to  their  primitive  Nature.  The  Se¬ 
rofity  which  follows  fuch  a  Difiolution  acquires  new  Sa¬ 
vours  varioufly  vitiated ;  as  the  Whey,  in  which  the  Curd  is 
diftolv’d,  is  of  a  quite  different  Nature  from  the  Milk.  In 
Apoplexies  the  Humours  are  of  a  different  Charafter  from 
thole  of  the  Scurvy  and  Ptifick  ;  being  extravalated  in  the 
Head,  and  not  being  able  to  loofen  themlelves  from  the  Vef- 
fels  which  contain  them,  they  overburthen  and  opprefs,  by 
their  weight  and  Quantity,  the  principles  of  the  vital  Fun- 
&ion,  and  by  that  means  caule  immediate  Death;  but  if 
they  can  but  get  loofe  from  the  Head,  and  get  into  the 
Limbs,  they  do  there,  by  their  Vifcofity,  produce  the  Pal¬ 
ly,  which  is  generally  without  Pain ;  which  is  the  Realon 
why  iome  have  judg’d  that  Diftemper  not  to  be  caus’d  by 
the  Acrimony  of  the  peccant  Humours.  This  Acrimony  is 
lefs  violent  in  the  Rheumatifm,  than  in  the  Scurvy,  Ptifick, 
Pox,  &c.  but  in  the  Apoplexy,  Droply,  &c.  it  is  more  1q. 
"Wine,  according  to  the  Soil  that  produces  it,  or  the  Degrees 
of  Fermentation,  or  the  various  kinds  of  Analyles  us’d  in  di- 
ftilling  it,  yields  very  different  Liquors.  Thole  which  are 
drawn  from  ftrong  body’d  Wines,  retain  a  great  deal  of  their 
Nature,  but  a  fmall  Wine  cannot  yield  a  ftrong  Spirit;  and 
that  Wine,  which  is  upon  the  frett,  degenerates  into  a  Hun¬ 
dred  different  kinds  of  Savours. 

We  have  already  excepted  the  Plague  and  Peftilentiai  Difi 
eales,  out  of  this  general  Rule  of  Coagulation,  followed  by 
a  Diffolution ;  altho’  in  the  Eaft  Indies ,  and  America  ( Coun¬ 
tries  often  vilited  with  that  dreadful  Calamity)  this  lame  ge- 
r<ml  Rule  has  been  oblerv’d  to  hold  good ;  but  it  iikewile 
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happens  that,  in  Peftilential  Fevours,  the  Pulle  is  of  no  ler- 
vice  to  the  Difcovery  of  them  ;  nay  often  as  regular  as  that  of 
a  Perfon  in  Health:  We  may  therefore  affirm  that  the  Poifon, 
or  Peftilential  Ferment  isfuch,  that  it  has  no  looner  infus’d  it 
felf  into  the  Blood,  but  it  immediately  corrodes  and  breaks  its 
Filaments,  as  being  to  the  lad:  degree  cauftick,  and  turns  it  in¬ 
to  a  mere  Mals  of  the  Sharped:  and  Hotted.  Serum,  as  the 
Plague  Sore  doth  Efficiently  prove.  This  fatal  Abcefs  or  Im- 
poftumation  is  caus’d  by  a  new  Coagulation  of  the  Blood, 
which  is  gathered  here  and  there  into  Swellings  and  Knobs  j 
becaufe  its  Principles  are  entirely  deftroy'd,  without  any  Pof- 
Ability  of  recovering  them.  This  Mafs  of  fharp  and  burn¬ 
ing  Serum  fets  the  whole  Body  on  Fire,  and  being  a  great 
deal  too  liquid,  (whereas  the  Blood  in  its  natural  State  ought 
to  have  a  certain  Degree  of  Thicknefs)  it  makes  no  Re- 
iiftance,  either  in  the  Heart  or  Arteries,  but  they  drive  it  a- 
bciut  without  any  difficulty  \  which  is  the  Reafon  why  in  the 
PefHlence  and  Peftilential  Fevers,the  Pulle  is  often  regular  and  like 
unto  the  natural  Pulle  of  a  Man  in  Health.  And  this  is  an  infal¬ 
lible  Symptom  of  Death,  it  being  impoflible  to  reftore  the 
Blood  to  its  firfc  Principles. 

From  all  which  it  follows,  that  the  Liquids  being  over¬ 
charg’d  with  Heterogeneous,  Acid,  Sharp  and  very  afitive  Par¬ 
ticles,  produce  acute  Difeaies,  frequent  in  hot  Countries, 
whole  Air  is  fill’d  with  a  fubtle  Niter,  and  whole  Soil  pro¬ 
daces  Ipirituous  Fruits.  The  Diftempers  that  happen  in  Cli¬ 
mates  where  the  Air  is  thicker,  are  of  another  Nature  j  the 
Juices  of  their  Food  being  unwholefome,  and  the  Air  it  felf 
Foggy,  Thick,  and  Damp,  the  vitiated  Ferment  which  all 
thele  and  an  Hundred  more,  caule  in  the  Body,  is  but  mo¬ 
derately  afilive,  and  doth  leifurely  difplay  it  felf  in  the  Blood ; 
and  this  is  the  original  Caule  of  Chronick  Dileafes. 

This  Doftrine  is  fo  far  from  being  an  Hypothelis,  that  k 
is  the  very  Hiftory  of  Nature,  of  which  there  are  as  many 
Proofsas  there  are  Symptoms  of  acute  and  chronick  Diftempers. 
The  Heavinefs  and  Pain  of  the  Head,  Stomach,  and  of  the 
Whole  Body,  the  great  difficulty  of  Breathing,  of  Stirring, 
of  making  Water,  do  Efficiently  demonftrate  that  the  Cir¬ 
culation 
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culadon  of  the  Blood,  &c.  is  not  free,  that  it  is  hinder’d  and 
©bftruded  in  their  proper  Veffels,  that  thefe  are  full  of  vi£ 
cous  and  tenacious  Humours,  or  a  crude  Lympha,  which 
cannot  affimilate  it  felf  with  the  Blood. 

Doth  not  the  Difficulty  of  ftirring,  which  is  generally  the 
firft  Symptom  the  Patient  feels,  and  which  in  Chronick  Cafes 
doth  not  fhow  it  felf  till  a  great  while  after,  clearly  demon- 
ftrate  the  Truth  of  our  Do&xine,  of  the  thickning  of  the 
Liquids,  to  which  feveral  other  things,  fuch  as  the  Food, 
Air,  the  defects  of  the  fblid  parts,  an  idle  Life,  Paffion,  <&c. 
concurr  ?  But  it  is  fufficient  here  to  point  out  to  the  general 
Caufes  of  our  Difeafes,  a  more  particular  account  would  fwell 
up  to  a  great  Volume:  If  the  World  doth  me  the  honour 
to  approve  of  this  EBay,  I  may  hereafter  apply  my  felf  to 
the  explaining  the  Caufes  of  the  greateft  Diftempers,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Plan  we  have  juft  now  given  the  Reader. 

We  come  now  to  prove  that  Minerals  and  Mettals  alone, 
afford  true  and  proper  Remedies  againft  fuch  great  Difeafes. 
I  have  been  induced  to  apply  my  felf  to  this,  by  the  Example 
of  very  eminent  Chymifts:  My  Endeavours,  or  good  For¬ 
tune  (which  you  pleafe  to  call  it)  has  enabled  me  to  find  out 
a  certain  Number  of  Remedies,  the  Succefs  of  which  bavins 
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been  fo  often,  fo  long  and  happily  experienced,  ought  to  fa- 
tisfy  the  World,  as  it  has  convinced  me,  of  their  Goodnefs; 
than  which  the  Faculty  hath  not  hitherto  afforded  better: 
Without  therefore  entring  into  an  unneccffary  Difquifition  about 
the  generation  of  Mettals,  concerning  which  we  can  affirm 
nothing  certain,  it  is  agreed  by  all  Chymifts  that  their  pre¬ 
dominant  Principle  is  Sulphur;  that  there  is  a  greater  Quan¬ 
tity  of  it  to  be  found  in  Gold  and  Iron,  than  in  any  other 
Mettal.  This  Sulphur  likewife  is  affirm’d  to  be  full  of  A- 
cids,  that  an  Irod  Rod  being  plung’d  into  melted  Gold,  is 
corroded  by  the  Acidity  of  the  Gold,  and  that  the  Acidity 
of  the  Iron  doth  turn  it  into  Ruft.  Tinn  is  fo  full  of  Acids, 
that  if  you  mix  it  with  Sait-peter,  and  agitate  it,  it  will 
fparkle  and  blaze:  This  Sulphur  it  is  that  communicates  to 
the  Tongue  a  fower  vitrioline  Savour,  of  which  all  other 
Mettals  likewife  participate:  This  Sulphur  being  thoroughly 
fix’d,  produces  perfed  AJpttals,  fuch  as  Gold  and  Sib 

veri 


14  New  Method  of  Curing 

ver ;  but  if  it  be  lefs  fix’d,  the  Mettals  are  fofter,  as  Lead 
and  Tinn,  which  are  eafily  melted.  To  this  fulphur  Chy- 
mifts  add  a  Mettallick  Earth,  which  they  call  Mercury, 
When  a  Mettal  abounds  with  Sulphur,  and  has  but  a  fmali 
Quantity  of  Mercury,  it  is  both  hard,  and  difficult  to  melt, 
but  Fire  foon  makes  it  glowing  hot.  Lead,  becaufe  it  abounds 
with  a  predominant  Acid,  is  eafily  united  to  loft  Mettals,  fiich 
as  Copper,  Iron,  and  Tinn,  all  which  it  corrodes  and  abforbs; 
And  it  is  by  thefe  Means,  that  thefe  loft  Mettals  are  lepara- 
ted  from  Gold  and  Silver,  if  they  happen  to  be  mixt  with 
them.  Without  purfuing  thefe  Enquiries  further,  it  muft  be 
owned  that  Mettals,  in  their  kinds,  are  the  molt  perfect 
Operation  of  Nature }  and  that  Sulphur,  which  is  as  their 
Soul,  is  the  moft  digefted,  and  hath  a  wonderful  Subtility 
and  Operation.  Iron  and  Copper,  though  melted  a  Thoufend 
Times,  will  lend  forth  as  ftrong  and  penetrating  a  Smell  the 
lall  Time,  as  the  firft,  their  Virtue  being  as  ’twere  inex- 
hauftible.  This  hath  induced  the  ancient  Chymifts,  Paracel - 
fits.  Van  Helmonty  Baft  l t  Valentinus ,  and  others  to  affirm  that, 
they  acted  by  Irradiation,  and  by  their  prefence  alone  j  and 
indeed  they  communicate  their  Tin&ure  and  Tafte,  without 
fenfibly  loofing  any  thing  of  their  Weight,  Smell,  or  Virtue. 
A  few  grains  of  Crocus  Mortis ,  given  to  a  young  Woman 
that  has  the  green  Sicknefe  or  Jaundice,  or  languifhes  under 
a  Cachexy ,  though  her  Pulfe  be  almoft  imperceptible,  will  in 
lels  than  an  Hour’s  Time,  make  it  vigorous,  and  quick. 
Whence  can  fuch  a  wonderful  Alteration  proceed,  but  from 
a  fubtlc  Sulphur,  infus’d  into  the  Blood  along  which  the 
Chyle  ?  Mineral  Waters  not  only  never  freeze,  but  continu¬ 
ally  finoak,  and  feme  of  them  are  fo  hott,  that  one  cannot 
bear  to  touch  them*  fuch  arc  the  Waters  of  Balaruc ,  which 
give  the  Tin&ure  of  Mallows  Flowers  a  red  Colour,  and 
difiolve  the  Wliite  of  an  Egg,  without  appearing  vifcous  by 
it :  Thefe  Mineral  Waters,  which  are  found  in  feveral  Coun¬ 
tries,  are  a  kind  of  natural  Tin&ure,  which  is  made  in  the 
Bowels  of  the  Earth  $  but  whether  they  be  natural  or  ar¬ 
tificial,  when  a  Man  has  found  once  the  right  Secret  of  ma¬ 
king  them,  they  convey  an  anodyne  Sulphur  into  the  Blood, 
ivjbfeh  deftroys  its  vitiated  Heterogeneous  Acidity,  and  dif- 
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fblves  the  Coagulation  occafeon’d  by  it.  The  Metallick  Earth 
of  Iron  alone  removes  Obftru&ions,  by  abforbing  thole  fix’d 
Acids,  which  are  predominant  in  the  yellow  Jaundice  and 
Green-Sicknefs.  Thefe  precious  Metallick  Tin<5hires  are  not 
the  Effedl  of  ordinary  Chymical  Operations,  that  which  ap¬ 
pears  a  Tin&ure,  being  nothing  elfe  but  a  grofs  Separation 
of  the  Integrant  Particles  of  the  Mettal,  which  being  reuni¬ 
ted  and  melted,  ailume  their  primitive  Form  again.  It  is  not 
of  fitch  as  thefe,  which  are  mere  Impofitions,  that  we  flat¬ 
ter  our  felves  to  have  found  out  the  Secret.  Some  able  Chy- 
mifes  have  found  Means  to  extract  a  very  red  Oyl  from 
Gold,  which  fwims  upon  the  Surface  of  Water,  others  have 
extracted  the  like  from  Copper. 

Mr.  Boyle  had  found  out  the  Secret  of  feparating  Mer¬ 
cury  from  Gold  and  Silver,  by  means  of  fixed  Alcalious  Salts* 
fuch  as  Salt  of  Tartar,  and  Salt  Almoniack. 

Mineral  Salts,  fiich  as  Vitriol,  Salt-peter,  common  Salt,  as 
well  as  thofe  Minerals  which  participate  of  the  Mettallick 
Nature,  as  Antimony,  Mercury,  and  the  Mettals  themfelves, 
agree  in  this  one  point,  that  they  are  the  laft  Effort  of  Na¬ 
ture,  which  has,  if  I  may  fo  exprefs  it,  treafur’d  up  in  them, 
as  in  a  little  compafs  an  almofl  inexhaufiible  and  infinite  num¬ 
ber  of  Virtues.  Thofe  of  the  Animal  and  Vegetable  kind, 
as  they  are  much  inferiour,  fo  are  they  more  eafily  deflroy’d, 
both  their  Salt  and  their  Sulphur  being  of  a  loofer  Nature, 
and  not  concentred  within  fuch  a  narrow  Compafs.  One 
Engle  Grain  of  Vitriol  will  give  a  Tafee  to  above  22000  drops 
of  Water.  The  perpetual  Pill,  the  Antimonial  Cup,  and 
Mercury,  communicate  their  Virtue,  without  any  fenfiblc  di¬ 
minution,  and  a  very  fmall  Quantity  of  any  of  them,  is 
Efficient  to  impregnate  fevcral  Tuns  of  Wine  or  Water. 
It  is  from  thefe  Obfervations,  fb  well  known  to  all  Chymifts, 
that  we  are,  with  great  Reafbn,  induced  to  affirm,  that  there 
is  nothing  in  Nature  fb  powerfal  as  Mettals  and  Minerals 
to  dilfolve  the  Liquids  of  our  Bodies,  when  they  are  be¬ 
come  too  grofs  and  thick,  which  is  the  i added  Cafe  that 
can  befall  us ;  fence  ’tis  the  Original  Caufe  of  all  our  Diftem- 
pers,  and  of  Death  it  felf.  We  fhall  leave  it  to  thofe  who 
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pleafe,  to  enquire  into  the  firk  Elementary  Principles  of  which 
all  thole  Bodies  are  form’d,  it  will  be  fufficient  for  a  Spar- 
girick  Phyfician  to  know  that  Salt  and  the  Sulphur  are  cer¬ 
tainly  extracted  ftom  thole  Bodies,  and  that  they  are  they 
which  make  fuch  a  fenlible  Imprelfion  upon  our  Humours  and 
upon  our  Senfes.  The  four  Mineral  Salts,  •viz.  common 
Salt*  Salt-peter,  Vitriol,  and  Allum,  will  melt  in  common 
Water,  all  which  four  are  but  the  lame  Acid  Salt  under  dif¬ 
ferent  Forms,  according  to  the  Texture  and  the  Variety  of 
Matter,  which  is  as  their  Matrix,  to  which  they  are  united 
and  corporify’d  ;  thence  proceeds  the  difference  of  their  Takes. 
The  Spirit  of  Allum  and  that  of  the  Vitriol  are  exactly  alike, 
the  others  differ  only  in  degrees.  If  thole  Spirits  could  be 
entirely  diveked  from  their  Earth,  they  could  not  be  known 
one  from  the  other,  and  for  this  veryCauie  we  think  Van 
Helmont  had  reafon  to  lay,  that  the  univerlal  Principle  of  thefe 
Salts  Iwims  in  the  Water.  It  is  an  Acid  Salt,  the  only  Acid 
in  Nature,  which  is  diverlify’d  only  by  the  Means  of  thole 
Bodies  which  are  united  to  it.  And  this  is  the  Realon  why 
different  forts  of  them  are  found  in  different  and  fometimes 
in  the  lame  Earth.  The  Chymical  Fire  doth  fo  alter  them, 
that  they  are  no  longer  the  Production  of  Nature,  but  of 
Art;  becaufe  the  volatile  Sulphur  doth  fo  clolely  unite  with 
any  porofe  Earth,  that  it  becomes  a  new  Compound.  Our 
common  Cabbage  yields  exactly  the  lame  Salt  by  a  Chymi¬ 
cal  Fire,  as  the  Solatium  Furiofum .  which  is  a  rank  Poifon. 
If  productions  of  new  unfermented  Wine  do  greatly  differ 
from  thole  of  that  which  has  been  fermented,,  their  differ¬ 
ence  is  Itill  greater,  according  to  the  Degrees  of  Heat  us’d  in 
extracting  them.  Wood  expos’d  to  the  Air  gives  only  fome 
Smoak  and  fome  Afiies  when  let  on  Fire;  but  when  it  is 
dlkill’d  in  a  Retort,  it  affords  an  Oyf,  a  Spirit,  an  Acid  Li¬ 
quor,  an  infipid  Water,  and  fome  Cinders.  All  mixt  Bodies 
are  liable  to  infinite  Alterations,  according  to  an  Infinity  of 
accidental  Circumkances  concurring.  No  Salt  can  be  drawn 
Out  of  rotten  Wood,  becaufe  that  which  it  had,  is  dikolv’d 
and  dilpers’d  by  the  Moiknefs  of  [the  Air.  The  mok  expe¬ 
rienced  Chymiks  agree  that  the  Salts  of  all  Plants  are  nothing 
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elfe  but  Mineral  Salts,  and  that  there  is  little  or  no  difference 
betwixt  them ;  the  Sulphur  and  Salt  of  mixt  Bodies  only 
are  adbive ;  their  Earth  is  altogether  pafTive.  Foible  Salts  are 
full  of  an  Acid  Salt,  mixt  with  a  quantify  of  Sulphur,  Earth* 
and  fixed  Salt.  Nature  produces  no  Alcalious  Salt,  it  is  the 
Effeffof  Fire  alone.  Which  by  its  violent  Motion  breaks  off 
the  Comers  of  Bodies,  and  lifts  them  by  the  Infinuation  of 
the  Points,  which  like  a  Torrent,  flow  from  it,  till  jfuch 
Time  as  they  can  pafs  and  repafs  without  Refiftance,  by  thofe 
paflages  they  have  open’d  to  themfelves.  ’Tis  then  that 
they  bear  all  the  Force  and  Impetuofity  of  Fire,  without 
any  new  Alteration,  unlefs  it  be  rais’d  to  its  utmoft  degree 
of  Violence ;  for  then  thofe  Alcalious  Salts  being  entirely  fhat- 
ter’d,  are  at  length  vitrified,  which  is  the  utmoft  bound  of 
the  Power  of  Fire.  Foflile  Salts  are  always  mixt  with  fbme 
Earth,  of  which  it  is  impoflible  totally  to  diveft  them ;  their 
Acids  are  fharp  Points  laden  with  Sulphur.  Salt  of  Urine  is 
like  a  Spunge,  which  retains  fbme  Portion  of  the  Acid  Salt 
mixt  with  a  foetid  Oyl.  Lixivial  Salts  contain  only  as 
much  Acid  as  the  Fire  could  not  deftroy.  Saline  Salt  is 
a  compound  of  the  Acid  and  V olatile  Salt,  and  a  fix’d  Acid. 
The  Way  to  make  Artificial  Salt-Peter,  Salt,  or  Vitriol, 
is  only  to  mix  with  Salt  of  Tartar,  fome  Spirits  of  Salt- 
Peter,  Salt,  or  Vitriol,  which  are  Mixts  compos’d  of  Salts 
partly  fixt,  and  partly  volatile.  When  thefe  Spirits  are  mixt 
with  Salt  of  Tartar,  there  follows  fuch  a  violent  Ebullition, 
that  it  fhatters  the  Particles  of  the  Mettal  that  happens  to 
be  in  it.  The  coarfer  the  Sulphur  is,  with  which  the  Salts 
are  fenced,  the  more  vehemently  they  ftrive  againft  the  Bo¬ 
dies  they  meet  with,  as  may  be  plainly  feen  in  the  Spirit  of 
Salt-Peter  j  but  on  the  contrary,  if  the  Sulphur  be  more  fub- 
tie,  it  enters  into  the  minuteft  pores  of  Gold,  for  inftance,  as 
may  be  obferv’d  in  the  Spirit  of  Salt.  Thefe  fixed  Salts,  by 
the  repeated  labour  of  the  Chymifts,  either  become  volatile, 
or  elfe  by  the  Addition  of  fbme  Salt  of  Urine,  which  ab* 
forbs  thofe  Acid  Salts,  they  force  the  Earth  that  enclos’d 
them  to  precipitate.  And  from  th's  mixture  is  made  that 
Which  we  call  compound  Salt,  which  by  means  of  Fire 
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becomes  a  volatile  concrete  Salt.  Minerals  have  in  them  an 
Urinous  Salt,  which  fometimes  rcfembles  the  Salt  which  is 
extracted  from  Plants,  fometimes  that  which  is  drawn 
from  Animals.  The  Spirit  of  Salt,  for  Indance,  being  mixt 
with  the  Salt  of  feme  Plant,  makes  a  Sal  Armoniack:  the 
Salts  of  A  Hum  and  Borax  fmell  of  Urine:  Salts  of  Allum 
mixt  with  the  fixed  Salts  of  Plants,  and  Salt  of  Borax  mix¬ 
ed  with  lixivial  Salts  of  Minerals,  become  volatile  concrete 
Saks,  juft  after  the  fame  manner  as  Salt  of  Urine  turns  ail 
Acid  Salts  into  fal  Armoniack.' 

Some  Salt  there  is  in  the  very  in  mod  Center  of  all  Bo¬ 
dies,  which  they  will  yield  if  they  be  rightly  manag’d.  The 
cleared  Water  will  afford,  by  didillation,  a  cubical  Salt,  whole 
Tade  is  like  that  of  Sea  Sulphur,  and  an  inflamable  Sulphur. 
Berrichius  hath  extrahlcd  from  Gold  beaten  in  a  glals  Mortar, 
during  a  whole  Month  without  Intermiffion,  with  a  Am¬ 
ple  didilfd  Water,  and  without  the  help  of  Fire,  or  any  o- 
ther  corrofive  d  idol  vent,  a  Black  Powder,  which  could  not  be 
reduc’d  into  Gold  again,  which  yielded  a  dnall  quantity  of  fharp 
tartifh  and  Chridallifre  Salt.  Lead,  Copper,  Silver,  and  Tin  us’d 
in  the  lame  manner,  but  in  a  fhorter  fpace  of  Time,  have  af¬ 
forded  the  like  Powders.  That  of  Lead  was  white  like  Chalk 
and  its  Salt  of  a  yellow  Colour,  of  a  fharp  Tade,  and  of 
various  drapes.  That  of  Tin  was  very  like  that  of  Gold.  That 
of  Silver  was  of  an  afh  Colour,  and  that  of  Copper  of  a 
yellowifh  Colour:  None  of  which  Powders  excepting,  that 
of  Copper  and  Lead,  could  ever  be  reduced  to  their  primi¬ 
tive  mettallick  Form,  by  Labour,  Indudry,  or  any  degree 
cof  Heat  that  could  be  tiled.  From  whence  it  follows 
that  there  mud  be  a  real  Salt  in  thole  Mettals,  which  can* 
not  be  come  at  but  with  a  great  deal  of  Labour;  becaufe  if 
is  concentred,  and  clofoly  united  to  the  other  Mettallick 
Principles.  Mercury  handled  the  lame  Way,  by  a  long  Tri¬ 
turation,  hath  not  fhow’d  the  lead  Token  of  its  containing 
any  Salt;  but  it  has  given  lome  by  linking  a  thin  Blade  of 
Iron  into  it,  in  a  Vefiel  clofely  dopt  and  expos’d  to  the 
Heat  of  the  Summer’s  Sun  the  Space  of  three  Months,  the 
Iron  hath  turn’d  to  Ruft,  which  could  not  have  been,  if 
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there  had  not  been  fuch  a  volatile  Salt  in  Mercury  to  corrode 

the  Iron. 

Salts  borrow  their  Activity  and  Strength  from  thofe^Sul- 
phurs  which  diverfify  the  Salts,  and  determine  them.  Sul¬ 
phurs  are  compos’d  of  crooked,  ramoft,  flexible  and  elaftick 
Particles,  which  makes  their  feparation  one  from  another, 
and  their  mixing  themfelves  with  Liquids  of  different  Na¬ 
tures,  fb  difficult;  they  preferving  the  Motion  that  has  been 
communicated  to  them,  for  feme  confiderable  Time.  Ne- 
verthelefs  thefe  Sulphurs  leem  to  have  their  origine  from. 
Acids,  according  as  they  are  variously  combined.  Common 
Sulphur  affords  a  great  Quantity  of  Acids,  the  Saline  parti¬ 
cles  of  feme  Mettals  and  Minerals,  fitch  as  Iron,  &c.  are 
eafily  turn’d  into  Sulphur;  which  laft  is  eafily  mixt  with 
any  Saline  Diffolvents,  being  of  the  feme  Nature  with 
them.  The  Sulphureous  Smell  and  Flame,  which  comes 
from  Mettals  heated  in  the  Fire,  doth  fiifficiently  demon  - 
frrate  their  abounding  with  it.  Copper,  v.  g.  heated  red  hot 
an  hundred  Times,  cafes  the  laft  as  well  as  the  firft  Time 
a  very  Sulphureous  Smell.  Tin  mixt  with  Salt- Peter  and 
cafe  into  the  Fire,  caufes  a  great  Fulmination,  and  cafes  a 
great  Flame  of  a  blewifh  Colour.  The  Filings  of  Iron 
thrown  upon  the  Flame  of  a  Candle,  will  fparjkle  very  much ; 
and  being  mixt  with  common  Biimftcne,  buried  a  Foot  or 
two  deep  under  Ground,  and  fprinkled  with  Water,  will 
be  fet  on  Fire  to  that  degree,  that  they  will  cafe  forth  Flames 
like  a  Volcano,  and  with  the  feme  Noife.  The  like  Phe¬ 
nomenon  will  happen,  when  one  fprinkles  feme  Charcoal 
dufe  upon  the  feme  Filings  melted  with  a  Burning-Glafe. 
There  is  an  Artificial  Vitriol  made  by  mixing  feme  File- 
dufe  with  Spirit  of  Vitriol;  which  mixture  being  difeill’d 
will  yield  a  Liquor,  which  retains  a  very  Sulphureous  Smell 
for  feveral  Months.  Iron  in  diflolving  doth  cafe  up  fuch 
Sulphureous  Vapours,  as  are  eafily  fet  cn  Fire,  and  the'  Flame 
will  continue  feme  confiderable  Time.  This  Mettal  being 
mix’d,  and  melted  with  Copper,  by  a  Burning-glafi,  fparkles 
very  much ;  but  if  mixt  with  Silver,  it  doth  not  fparkle  at 
all,  becaufe  this  laft  is  the  leaft  Sulphureous  of  any  Mettal : 
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When  melted  with  Gold  it  fparkles  no  more  than  if  it  was 
melted  by  it  felf.  And  this  makes  us  conjecture  that  the 
Sulphur  of  Tinn  is  of  the  fame  Nature  with  that  of  Gold^ 
and  no  Ways  combuftible.  Bor ri chins  affures  us  that  he  has 
reduced  Gold  by  a  fourteenth  Nights  Trituration,  into  a 
Greyifh  Powder,  which  was  no  more  reducible  into  Gold. 
He  adds  likewife,  that  he  has  drawn  from  that  Powder  by 
Diftillation  with  an  extraordinary  Heat,  a  Liquor,  though  in  a 
ffnall  Quantity, a  of  mod:  lively  Red,  which  might  be  more  jud- 
ly  call’d  the  true  Aurum  Totabile,  than  the  many  grofs  TinCtures 
which  are  called  by  that  Name,  and  fmell  ftrong  of  Impo- 
ilure.  The  Colour  of  theic  Drops  and  their  Sulphureous 
Odor,  do  fufficiently  demonftrate,  that  Gold  abounds  with 
Sulphur,  but  a  Sulphur  which  is  more  concodted  and  more 
digeded  than  that  of  any  other  Mettals,  whole  Texture  being 
looter,  and  lefs  compact,  makes  them  lb  much  lighter  than 
Gold.  Their  fixed  Sulphur  likewife  is  impure,  being  mixt 
with  feveral  Mettallick  Bituminous  Sulphurs,  with  feveral 
Earthy  and  Saline  Particles,  which  cannot  lo  clofely  unite  to¬ 
gether,  as  to  be  able  to  bear  any  Time  the  Force  and  Impe- 
tuoiity  of  Fire.  Neverthelefs  the  Sulphur  of  Copper  doth 
not  greatly  differ  from  that  of  Gold  and  Silver,  for  it  eafily 
unites  with  either  of  them. 

The  Sulphurs  of  Minerals  are  not  exadbly  like  thofe  of 
Mettals ;  thefe  lad  being  both  more  fixt,  and  more  tenacious; 
The  Sulphur  of  Salt- Peter  comes  very  near  that  of  Vegeta¬ 
bles.  Vitriol  contains  a  common,  and  A  Hum  a  Bituminous 
Sulphur 3  and  Bay-Salt,  and  Salt-gemma,  a  Mineral  Sulphur; 
the  Tades  and  EffeCfs  which  thofe  Salts  produce,  are  fo 
many  Proofs  of  it;  Sal  gem.  diflblv’d  by  thofe  Watersj 
which  are  found  within  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth,  and  mixt 
with  any  Mettallick  Sulphur,  doth  fo  drongly  unite  and  ad- 
Iirre  to  it,  that  no  Artifice  can  ever  divide  them.  The  Salt 
which  Rivers  carry  into  the  Sea,  is  call’d  Sea-Salt;  Bitumi¬ 
nous  Sulphur,  being  mixt  with  a  confiderable  quantity  of  Earth, 
which  hinders  it  from  clofely  uniting  to  any  Salt,  is  not  fo 
fufceptible  of  Motion,  as  other  Sulphurs  are ;  This  likewife 
makes  it  unfit  of  it  felf  to  diffolve  any  Mettalline  Bodv,  unleis 
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it  be  mixt  with,  and  helped  by  lome  Animal,  Vegetable,  or 
Mineral  Sulphur  ;  for  then  it  can  infinuate  it  1 elf  into  any 
Mettal.  Spirit  of  Vitriol  could  not  of  it  lelf  penetrate  into 
Silver,  if  Spirit  of  Salt- Peter  did  not  give  it  its  Motion. 
Mettallick  Sulphur,  whole  Texture  is  cloler  and  more  iolid 
than  that  of  any  other  Sulphur,  will,  without  yielding  to 
it,  fuftain  all  the  Force  of  Fire,  much  longer  than  any  other 
Sulphur,  which  expofing  a  wider  Surface  to  the  Flames,  are 
more  quickly  penetrated  and  evaporated  by  them.  Sulphur 
takes  Fire,  becaule  it  is  compos’d  of  Oyl,  mixt  with  an  A- 
cid.  The  Rofin  which  is  the  Relult  of  a  Mixture  of  Spi¬ 
rit  of  Salt-Peter  with  Oyl  of  Cinamon,  is  much  more  In- 
flamable,  than  either  the  Spirit,  or  the  Oyl  by  themlelves. 
Separate  the  Acid  Particles  of  common  Sulphur  from  the 
Oyly,  -and  expole  the  Oyly  part  to  the  Flame  of  a  Candle, 
it  will  only  crackle,  without  catching  Fire,  neither  can  it  be 
let  a  burning,  unlels  you  throw  it  upon  burning  Charcoals  j 
and  then  the  Acidity  of  the  Wood  lupplies  the  Room  of 
the  Sulphureous  Acid,  which  had  been  leparated  from  it. 
The  Sulphur  of  Mettals  and  Minerals,  together  with  their 
Salts,  are  exceeding  powerful  to  dirtblve  any  kind  of  Bodies, 
whether  thole  Salts  and  Sulphurs  be  united  or  leparated.  As 
thole  DilTolvents,  which  are  extracted  from  Vegetables,  are 
much  Weaker,  lo  we  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  they  re¬ 
ceive  all  their  Strength  from  the  Mineral  Salts  which  pafs 
into  their  Subftance  along  with  their  Nourifhment,  whilfr  the 
Vegetable  is  fatten’d  to  the  Earth  by  its  Roots.  Acid  Sul¬ 
phureous  DilTolvents  are  Aqua  fortis,  Aqua  Regis,  Spirit  of 
Vitriol,  of  Salt-Peter,  Allom,  Copperas,  and  the  like.  The 
Chymick  Art  teaches  us  how  to  fweeten  their  violent 
Acrimony,  cwhether  it  be  by  diverting  them  of  their 
Cauftick  particles,  by  breaking  their  Texture  by  main 
Strength,  or  by  tempering  it  by  the  Mixture  of  lome 
Foreign  matter.  They  who  are  Matters  of  this  Art,  know 
how  to  leparate  whatever  is  hurtful,  in  the  Sulphur  of  Cop¬ 
per,  Oyl  of  Vitriol,  Spirit  of  Salt,  of  Salt-Peter,  Allom,  An¬ 
timony,  Sulphur  of  Arfenick,  and  corrolive  Sublimate, 
which  is  the  ttrongett  of  all  Poifons  made  of  Mercury,  When 
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they  come  out  of  the  Hands  of  an  able  Chymift,  they  can 
no  longer  hurt  the  nice  and  tender  contexture  of  human  Bo¬ 
dies;  they  have  only  fo  much  Strength  left  in  them,  as  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  excite  a  vigorous  Motion  in  the  lolid  and  the  li¬ 
quid  parts,  which  were  benum’d ;  and  by  that  Means,  to 
recover  them  from  their  languid  Functions,  into  a  perfect 
State  of  Activity  and  Health. 

And  now  we  hope  that  what  has  been  laid  concerning 
the  Virtues  of  Mettals  and  Minerals,  will  be  fiifficient  to 
give  the  Reader  an  Idea  of  our  Deligns,  and  to  convince 
him  how  unrealbnable  it  is  to  leek  or  expect  ellewhere  any 
efficacious  Remedies  againfl  liich  a  Multitude  of  dreadful  Di£ 
eales,  which  threaten  us,  and  lometimes  throw  the  Patient 
into  Delpair,  as  well  as  his  Phyfician,  who  latisfy’d  with 
that  hock  of  knowledge  he  has  received  from  his  Predeces¬ 
sors,  thinks  he  has  done  his  Part,  if  his  Patients  don’t  dye 
contrary  to  thole  Rules  which  have  been  blindly  tranlmitted 
to  him.  It  is  enough  for  him  to  lay,  that  it  was  a  Dis¬ 
temper  above  the  Power  of  any  Remedy,  that  nothing  has 
been  neglected  that  could  lave  the  lick  Perlon,  and  that  the 
Power  of  Art  could  go  no  further,  than  he  has  done.  Is 
it  poffible  that  in  lb  Learned,  and  fo  Induftrious  an  Age  as 
this,  wherein  all  other  Arts  and  Sciences  have  receiv’d  liich 
confiderable  Improvements,  this  which  is  the  molt  necefary 
and  beneficial  to  Mankind,  Ihould  be  the  only  one  that  is 
liable  to  lb  fhameful  a  Reproach,  as  that  it  could  not  re¬ 
ceive  the  lealt  degree  of  Improvement?  If  I  have  vainly 
Patter’d  my  lelf,  or  am  under  a  Miflake,  I  have  been  led  in¬ 
to  it,  againfl  my  will,  by  leveral  liiccelsful  Cures.  i\nd  In¬ 
deed,  who  can  refill  the  Tellimony  of  Experience,  when  it 
is  upheld  by  Realbn,  and  follow’d  with  Succefs  ?  But  in 
order  to  dilplay  Hill  more  the  excellent  Virtues  of  Minerals 
and  Mettals,  let  us  endeavour  to  apply  them  to  the  moft 
grievous  and  llubborn  Dileales;  for  the  Reader  will  thus  far 
at  leaft  be  made  lenfible  by  it,  that  if  I  have  lometimes 
offer’d  my  lelf  to  cure  thole  defperate  Dillempers,  which 
had  been  given  over  by  other  Phvlicians  as  incurable,  I 
did  not  do  it  altogether  rafhly  and  through  Ignorance, 
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*There  is  but  one  Law  in  Nature,  thofe  infinite  variations 
it  receives  even  being  the  Caufe  of  its  apparent  Differences. 
TheDigeftions,  Diffolutions,Coagulations,  Precipitations,  &c. 
which  are  caus’d  in  the  Body,  very  nearly  follow  thofe  O- 
perations,  which  are  perform’d  by  Chymiffry;  tliofe  Coagu¬ 
lations  which  produce  Chronical  Difeafes,  are  too  hard  and 
tenacious  to  yield  to  the  Diflolvents  of  the  Stomach, 
which  are  only  flrong  enough  to  digeff  our  Nourifhment* 
but  too  weak  to  diflolve  any  Liquids,  that  are  become  over 
vifeous  i  The  very  Diflolvents  themfelves  are  often  infedted 
with  this  fault,  the  folid  Parts  become  relax’d,  the  Elaftick 
Power  leflening  proportionably,  as  it  ceafes  to  be  upheld,  and 
quickned  by  Spirituous  Liquids.  The  Food  by  a  neceflary 
confequence,  turns  only  into  a  kind  of  glewifli  Pap,  inftead 
of  a  liquid,  fubtil  and  fpirituous  Chyle  5  and  the  Strength 
of  the  Body  which  diminifhes  every  day  gives  us  ftill  lets 
Reafbn  to  hope  for  a  Cure.  ’Tis  however  true,  that  tome 
Perfons  have  recovered  their  Health,  by  a  prudent  choice  of 
Food,  change  of  Air,  and  by  a  moderate  Dyet  5  but  we  muff 
likewife  ingenuoufly  confefs,  that  all  thefe  Helps  do  very  of¬ 
ten  prove  too  weak,  and  that  it  is  not  very  prudent  to  truff 
too  much  to  them  3  feeing  they  have  not  a  conftant  and 
infallible  Efficacy  of  themfelves,  but  only  as  far  as  they  are 
upheld  by  other  more  efficacious  means.  Can  we  expert, 
that  Food  alone  fhould  be  able  to  correct  the  defers  of  the 
Chyle,  which  communicates  its  own  defers  to  every  thing 
it  touches?  Can  we,  for  inftance,  imagine  that  Milk  fhall  have 
greater  power  to  fweeten  Vinegar,  than  Vinegar  to  turn  and 
lower  the  Milk  ?  The  fame  thing  happens  in  the  Stomach, 
and  in  all  the  Liquids  of  the  Body,  which  become  fo  fharpand 
vitiated,  that  we  muff  not  wonder  at  the  fiercenefs  of  thofe 
Symptoms,  which  attend  it.  Impura  corpora  quo  plus  nutri - 
eris,  eo  magis  Udesy  fays  Hypo  crates  ;  and  daily  Experience 
fhows  it :  For  the  Jellies  of  thofe  Animals  and  Vegetables 
we  feed  upon,  arc  in  their  nature  a  little  vifeous;  and  in  or¬ 
der  to  extract  from  them  a  quickning  lively  Spirit,  they 
ought  to  be  penetrated,  and  deftroy’d,  diffolv’d,  fo  as  to  form 
a  new  being,  viz.  a  fpirituous  Chyle;  but  in  fleknefs,  the 
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Liquids  of  the  Body  are  too  tenacious  to  produce  fuch  an  effedt  .- 
Tis  much  more  likely,  that  thole  Jellies  fhould  become  of  the 
fame  Nature  and  Character  with  thole  viciated  Liquids.  Ga¬ 
lenical  Medicines  gives  us  little  realon  to  hope  for  a  more 
effectual  help  from  them:  Letting  of  Blood  compleats  the 
ruin  of  that  natural  Strength  which  Was  left,  and  exhaufis 
the  elahick  Virtue  of  the  Fibers  of  the  lolid  parts.  This 
elallick  Force,  linking  under  the  weight  of  the  vifcous  and 
clammy  Liquids,  that  over-power  it,  can  make  but  a  very 
faint  reliftance :  neither  doth  bleeding  dellroy  or  correct  the 
principles  of  Coagulation ;  in  acute  Difeafes  indeed,  it  is  an 
excellent  Remedy,  where  this  elallick  power  is  entire}  not 
exhaufted,  but  opprelled }  not  dellroy’d,  but  over-burthened. 
It  luffices  to  remove  that  clogging  Weight,  whole  Gravity 
exceeds  the  refillance  which  that  elallick  Power  can  oppole 
to  it }  and  then  that  power  difplays  it  felf  wholly  and  returns 
to  its  primitive  State.  The  Liquids,  in  acute  Diltempers, 
are  full  of  Spirituous  and  artificial  Salts  and  Sulphurs,  which 
are  only  intangled  in  thole  very  thick  Liquids.  Bleeding 
takes  away  part  of  that  Weight,  which  did  fupprels  thole 
Powers,  after  which  they  recover  themlelves  in  a  little 
while,  and  vigoroully  fhake  off,  and  expel  the  remaining 
part  of  the  weight,  which  Bleeding  could  not  remove:  But  it  is 
far  otherwife  in  chronical  Dileales }  the  Elallicity  of  the 
folid  parts  is  near  entirely  ruin’d,  by  the  too  long  abode  of 
the  llagnated  Humours,  the  Fibers  are  overpower’d  by  un- 
whollbme  vifeous  juices,  from  which  all  their  driving  can 
not  extricate  them}  whether  it  be  becaufe  their  texture  is 
relax’d  by  the  abode  of  thofe  Humours,  or  becaufe  thofe 
very  Fibers,  having  been  fwell’d  up  for  fome  time  by  a 
fermenting  Liquor,  (and,  which  is  worfe,  by  a  Fermentation 
which  tends  to  the  deilrudlion  of  the  character  it  ought 
to  have  in  order  to  be  ufetulj  lofe  their  Force  by  having 
been  too  long  and  to  fuch  a  degree  extended,  as  to  have  been 
driven  out  of  thofe  Limits  which  Nature  had  given  them : 
which  is  the  reafon  why  their  Endeavours  to  recover  therm 
felves,  are  lo  faint  and  weak}  to  which  you  may  add  that 
the  continual  Gonvullions  and  Conti  a  cl  ions  which  the  Fibers 
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have  labour’d  under,  have  entirely  wafted  their  Vigour  and 
Strength.  A  Fiddle- firing  mull  infallibly  break,  if  fcrew’d  up 
too  high  and  beyond  the  Bounds  of  its  Elaflicity,  which 
diminifhes  according  to  the  degree  of  Violence  it  receives. 
In  Chronical  diflempers,  the  Liquids  are  entirely  deflitute 
of  any  Spirits  able  to  diflolve  their  vifcofity ;  Bleeding  there¬ 
fore  can  be  but  of  little  Ufe,  fince  it  takes  away  that  re¬ 
maining  Strength  of  the  Patient  which  was  his  only  hope ; 
neither  are  Galenical  purgatives  more  fuccefsfu],  they  do  but* 
as  it  were,  Hide  over  the  coagulated  Humours,  without  be¬ 
ing  able  to  diflolve  or  reach  to  the  Bottom  of  them.  They 
bring  away  indeed  fome  crude  matter,andfometimes  they  purge 
that  Serum  away,  which  Would  have  been  ufeful  in  un- 
glewing  the  vifcous  Humours.  I  own  indeed  that  fome  Purees 
fuch  as  Coloquintida,  Senna,  Gum  Ammoniacum,Gum  Guutta, 
Scam  on  y*  Jalap,  and  the  like  do  diffolve  thofe  vifcofities  ; 
but  when  the  Rolin  of  thofe  purging  vegetables  comes  to 
flick  to  the  Bowels*  what  Pains,  what  excruciating  Gri- 
pings  do  they  not  caufe  ?  Such  as  throw  the  Patient  into 
violent  Convulfions ,  or  caufe  fome  mortal  Inflammation  in 
the  Bowels.  Thefe  dangerous  inconveniences  have  forced 
the  Galentfts  to  invent  an  hundred  ways  and  mixtures 
to  foften  thofe  turbulent  and  dangerous  Medicines.  But 
a  poor  Patient  is  greatly  to  be  pity’d,  who  is  forc’d 
to  ufe  fuch  precarious  Remedies*  which  have  need  of  other 
Remedies  to  correct  and  allay  their  Malignity,  which  lets 
the  vifcous  Liquids  into  a  ferment,  and  difbrder  j  the  fharp 
Particles  both  of  the  Humours,’  and  Purgatives,  diffufethem^ 
felves  throughout  the  habit  of  the  Body,  and  let  it  on  Fire  * 
this  may  be  eafily  known  by  the  dulnefs  of  the  Pulfe,  the 
rednefs  of  the  Urines  the  drynefs  of  the  Bowels,  an  ex- 
ceffive  drought,  which  always  follows  fuch  kinds  of  Purges. 
But  what  benefit  doth  the  Patient  receive  by  thus  mortify! 
ing  himfelf  ?  The  mofl  grievous  Symptoms  are  fufpended 
for  fome  few  Days,  and  then  the  Patient  finds  his  hopes  of 
a  quick  Recovery  entirely  fruflrated :  The  Symptoms  return 
again  with  greater  fiercenefs,  becaufe  the  acrimonious  Salts 
of  the  Purgative  have  infus'd  themfejves  into  the  whole 
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Mafs  of  Blood,  whole  too  tenacious  Subfhnce  they  are  not 
able  to  diflbive,  though  they  are  powerful  enough  to  throw 
the  nervous  kind  into  Convulfions,  and  to  cauie  dreadful 
Inflammations  in  the  Membranes.  Thole  Salts  are,  if  I  may 
be  allow’d  the  ExpreiTton,  too  loft,  to  break  the  Texture  of  a 
Vitrioline  fixt  Salt,  very  near  resembling  a  Mineral  Salt,  which 
keeps  the  Humours  in  a  kind  of  fixed  nefs  and  Coagulation. 
The  very  Liquids  cannot  allocate  themlelves  with  thofe 
Salts,  whole  Figure  is  too  irregular for  their  Nature;  which  in 
Time  of  Health  is  of  a  Iweetnefs  very  much  like  that  of 
Milk. 

Here  then  lies  the  great,  the  chief  Difficulty ,  in  fuch  Ga¬ 
les,  viz.  in  finding  out  proper  Remedies  to  correct  thofe 
viciated  Ferments,  which  are  the  Principle  of  thofe  grievous 
Difeafes,  in  relioring  thofe  Savours  which  had  been  Ipoikd, 
and  that  fatal  Texture  which  had  corrupted  the  Nature 
of  the  Humours  ;  .  in  cauling  thefe  to  become  more 
lubtil,  liquid  and  fpirituous,  by  liich  Salts  and  Sulphurs, 
which,  without  being  alter’d  by,  or  receiving  any  change  in 
their  Nature,  from  the  viciated  Ferment,  may  be  able,  by 
little  and  little  to  deftroy  that  Coagulation,  ’to  loofen  the 
too  ftrong  Texture  of;  the  Blood,  and  gently  to  dimulats 
the  Solids,  for  fear  cf  cauling  an  Inflammation  in  them  ; 
and  laffiy  to  blunt  and  ablbrb  the  too  fixed  Points  of  the 
Vitrioline  Salts,  The  Remedies-  therefore  in  this  Cafe  mull 
be  fuch  as  have  neither  too  manifeft  a  Savour,  nor  too  much 
Activity,  which  being  infus’d  into  the  Blood,  and  mixing 
themlelves  with  the  Particles  of  it,  do  by  little  and  little, 
feparate  and  break  -  its  too  grcls  Sulphur,  by  their  Weight 
arid  Motion.  Such  is,  forinfance,  the  Operation  of  Mercu¬ 
ry,  which  is  indeed  an  excellent  Remedy  againll  feveral 
grievous  Difeafes,  but  as,  we  Ihall  lhow  by  and  by,  is  at¬ 
tended  vyith  lb  many  inconveniences  in  Venereal  Cafes,  and 
lb  often  fails  of  Succels,  that  I  thought  it  well  deferved 
all  my  Study  and  Application,  to  find  out  a  greater  and 
fafer  Specifrck,  fuch  as  might  be  free  from  the  Inconveniences 
of  the  other.  And  the  Succefs  I  have  been  blels’d  with 
doth  fufficiently  allure  me  of  my  good  .Fortune,  in  the 
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difcovery  of  this  Specifick;  and  if  Phyficians,  efpecially  thofe 
of  the  Faculty  of  Paris,  (which  abounds  with  Men  ot  fuch 
admirable  genius,  and  confemmate  knowledge)  had  not  too 
negligently  rely’d  upon  thofe  Remedies  which  had  been 
found  out  before  them,  as  if  the  Witt  of  Man  could  go  no 
further,  I  doubt  not  but  as  great  Improvements  would  have 
been  made  in  Phyfick,  as  in  other  Arts  and  Sciences. 

But  let  us  return  to  the  Point  in  hand  :  The  Agents 
which  dedroy  the  Coagulation  of  the  Humours  perform  that 
•Operation  feveral  Ways  ;  either  in  breaking  the  too  fixt 
Particles  of  the  Liquid  5  as  Mercury  doth ;  or  by  abforbing 
the  Vitrioiine  Salts  which  caufe  thefe  Coagulations,  as  Iron 
doth  in  the  yellow  Jaundice,  Hypocondriack  and  Hide-rick 
Paffion,  in  the  Scurvy  and  Dropfy.  Thofe  Phyficians  who, 
an  dead  of  paying  a  blind  Deference  to  the  Opinion  of  others, 
chufe  to  make  Ufe  of  their  Reafen,  Ihould  apply  their 
whole  Study7,  to  find  out  proper  Remedies  to  break,  or 
fheath  the  fharp Points  of  thofe  Saline  or  Acrimonious  Salts, 
which  caufe  thofe  vicious  Fermentations,  which  we  find 
towards  the  End  of  Chronick  Diflempers.  Thefe  Salts 
difiblve  (but  in  fuch  a  manner  as  proves  feral  to  the  Pati¬ 
ent,  )  the  Liquids  Which  had  been  a  long  while  coagulated 
not  only  by  breaking  their  Texture,  but  likewife  by  felling 
upon  the  folid  parts,  and  by  fwimming  in  the  Serum  of  the 
Blood,  "whole  Principle  is  already  deftroy’d,  they  are  hur¬ 
ried  againd  the  folid  nervous,  and  membranous  Parts,  and 
there  excite  burning  Heats,  and  mortal  Inflammations, 
attended’  either  with  a  Gangrene,  or  feme  incurable  Ulcer  at 
lead.  All  urinous  Mineral  Salts,  Armoniac,  Volatile,  Con¬ 
crete  and  Mineral  Salts,  are  mod  proper  to  dedrov  the 
Contexture  of  thofe  Saline  Salts,  which  are  caus’d  by  vici- 
ated  Ferments.  In  a  Word,  the  Remedy  which  we  have  been 
in  fearch  of,  and  are  perdiaded  we  have  found,  ought  to 
renew  the  eladick  power  of  the  Fibers,  both  of  the  Sto¬ 
mach,  and  Bowels.  Such  is  the  infipid  Flegm  of  Vitriol, 
the  dulcify’d  Spirit  of  Salt,  Sulphur,  and  Salt- peter.  The  Al¬ 
terant  3nd  Purgative  Medicines  which  are  drawn  from  Ani¬ 
mals,  and  Vegetables,  are  incapable  of  producing  fiich  Effects  ; 
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the  firft  looting  their  Vertue  before  they  reach  the  Blood, 
being  ftript  of  it  in  the  Stomach  or  Bowels  5  the  others  in¬ 
deed,  pais  into,  and  mix  themfelves  with  the  Humours, 
but  their  Nature  and  Contexture  being  too  weak  and  loft,  they 
contract  the  very  defects  of  the  Liquids  which  they  were  defign’d 
to  correct;  but  if  their  Contexture  be  not  fufceptible  of  them, 
then  they  excite  fbmeftrange  Fermentation,  and  inftead  of  cor¬ 
recting  the  vitiated  Ferment,  they  fet  the  whole  Body  on  Fire, 
All  alterant  Remedies  are  either  extracted  from  Herbs,  or 
from  bitter,  acid  and  acrimonious  Roots :  But  what  good 
can  we  hope  for  from  thofe  Juices  which  are  very  near  of  the 
fame  kind  with  ours,  and  of  the  fame  Nature  with  the  Hu* 
mours  of  our  Bodies,  feeing  thefe  are  produced  by  the  Jui¬ 
ces  of  Vegetables,  and  that  in  reality  they  are  one  and  the 
fame,  difguis’d  under  different  Forms?  or  how  fhall  they 
be  able  to  correct  the  yiciated  Savours,  when  themfelves 
are  fo  apt  to  corrupt  ?  what  diforders  would  they  not  caufe 
in  the  Blood,  if  they  could  bring  their  whole  Force  along 
with  them,  without  receiving  any  alteration  in  the  Stomach 
and  Bowels?  A  Medicine  drawn  from  Vegetables  convey’d 
into  the  Blood,  crude,  and  undigefled  by  the  Stomach,  is 
capable  of  caufing  very  great  diforders  in  it :  Thence  come 
thofe  terrible  over-purgings ,  and  that  fatal  Diilblution  of 
the  Humours,  which  is  often  attended  with  fuch  Leannefs, 
as  foon  reduces  a  Man  from  a  vigorous  and  flourifhing 
State  of  Health,  to  a  mere  walking  Skeleton  5  and  this  fatal 
Change  fbmetimes  happens  in  a  tew  Days  3  not  to  take 
notice  of  thofe  Inflammations,  which  turn  to  a  general 
Mortification  always  attended  with  Death.  ’Tis  no  eafy 
Matter  to  flop  the  impetuous  Force  of  Medicines  drawn 
from  Vegetables,  when  it  once  difplays  it  felf,  by  an  un- 
feafonable  Fermentation.  Chronick  Difeafes  can  be  cur’d  np 
other  way  but  that,  by  which  Nature  has  produced  them, 
that  is,  leafurely  and  flowly,  A  Phyfician  ought  not  to 
expect  that  a  Difeafe,  which  has  been  a  long  while  breeding 
by  a  diforder’d  Cpnftitution,  can  be  eradicated  in  few  Days  3 
neither  will  it  be  effected  by  great  and  violent,  but  by 
gentle  and  moderate  Evacuations :  not  by  too  vigorous  an 
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Expulfion  by  Urine  or  Sweat,  but  by  a  gentle  and  infenfi- 
ble  Perlpiration  5  not  in  exhaufting,  but  correcting  the  Blood, 
and  deftroying  the  vicious  Principle  with  which  it  was 
inieCted. 

Now  it  is  certain  that  Chymiflry  alone  can  prepare  inch 
Mettailine  and  Mineral  Sulphurs  and  Salts,  and  ib  ripen  and 
fweeten  them  by  Fire,  as  that  they  may  produce  fuch 
happy  Effects.  It  furnijfhes  us  with  Emeticks,  Purgatives, 
Diaphoreticks,  Diureticks,  and  Alterants,  all  which  have  more 
or  lefs  Force,  according  to  the  Plealure  of  the  Artifl.  Met- 
tallick  or  Mineral  Purgatives,  being  well  prepared,  do  evacu¬ 
ate  the  peccant  Humours, -without  leaving  any  Drynels  or 
Swellings  in  the  Bowels,  lo  frequent  after  Vegetable  Pur¬ 
gatives  :  Neither  do  we  ever  lee  them  attended  with  thole 
Redundances,  and  dangerous  Diflolutions  of  the  Humours, 
or  any  of  thofe  Super-purgations  and  inflammations,  which 
the’  Rofin  of  Vegetables  caufes  in  the  Bowels.  Diureticks 
and  Diaphoreticks  drawn  from  Vegetables,  are  too  apt  to 
caule  violent  Burnings  and  a  dangerous  Ferment,  which  jum¬ 
bling  the  uleful  and  hurtful  Particles  of  the  Liquid*  toge¬ 
ther,  caule  a  confute  mixture  of  them.  The  nice  Contex¬ 
ture  of  the  Solid  Parts,  doth  inlenfibly  iole  its  Tonick 
Motion,  by  realon  of  the  Impreflion  which  the  Acrimo¬ 
nious  Salts  make  upon  it.  And  thus  it  happens  that  Juices 
adminiflred  to  a  Patient,  to  correct  the  vicious  Humours, 
degenerate  into  Acrimonious  and  Saline  Salts,  by  taking  the 
Character  of  the  vitiated  Salts  they  Ihould .  have  corrected, 
or  at  leaft  were  given  to  that  End:  whence  it  often  hap¬ 
pens  that  the  Symptoms  become  fiercer  than  they  were 
before  the  taking  of  thole  Sudorificks  or  Dureticks  of  Vege¬ 
tables  ;  becaule  the  Serofity  of  the  Humours  being  leflen’d,  the 
acrimonious  Salts  draw  nearer  to  one  another,  and  became  more 
violent :  for  whillt  they  were  diflolved  and  leparatedbya  greater 
quantity  of  Serum,  their  Force  was  much  lels  5  but  now  the 
Liquids  being  depriv'd  of  a  great  Part  of  their  Serofity,  be¬ 
come  fharper  and  more  ialine.  Thole  Diaphoreticks  and 
Alterants,  which  are  drawn  from  Mettals  and  Minerals,  are 
fo  entirely  free  from  fuch  Inconveniences,  that  they  are 
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even  impenetrable  by  Fire  it  felf :  fu'ch  are  Gold,  Silver,  !• 
ron,  Tin,  Mercury,  Antimony,  and  Mineral  Salts.  How¬ 
ever  Fire  may  difguift  them,  they  never  loft  their  Na¬ 
ture,  and  are  ftill  reducible  to  their  natural  Form ;  fo  that 
we  need  not  fear  left  the  viciated  Ferment  of  the  Body 
fhould  change  their  Nature,  or  be  increaftd  by  them.  To 
this  you  may  add,  that  Vegetables  are  by  Nature  determi¬ 
ned  to  certain  fixt  Degrees  of  Virtue,  which  admit  of  no 
Augmentation  or  Diminution,  according  to  the  Variety  of 
Symptoms  j  and  if  any  attempt  is  .made  to  alter  them,  ei¬ 
ther  it  deftroys  their  Virtue,  or  changes  it  into  a  quite  differ¬ 
ent  one.  Chymifts  have  given  hundreds  of  different  Forms 
to  their  vegetable  Purgatives,  in  order  to  increafe,  ieflen 
or  corredt  their  Force,  without  any  other  Succeft  than  that 
of  changing  them  either  into  Poifons,  or  indifferent  Reme¬ 
dies.  What  is  the  Rofln  of  Scamony,  Senna,  Coloquinti- 
da,  &c,  extracted  with  Spirit  of  Wine,  but  a  moft  pow¬ 
erful  Caufticfc,  which  caufts  Very  terrible  Convulflons  and 
ineffedtual  Gripings  in  the  Bowels,  attended  fbmetimes  with 
dangerous  Inflammations?  what  are  their  Saline  Particles, 
when  ftparated  from,  the  Rofln,  but  a  Ample  Diuretick,  of 
left  Value  than  Salt  of  Tartar?  fb  that  if  we  muft  needs 
lift  Vegetables,  we  ought  to  leave  them  juft  as  Nature  pre- 
ftnts  them  to  us,  and  content  our  ftlves  with  only  clean- 
fing  them.  Their  Earthy  Particles,  of  which  Chymiftry 
divefts  them,  ftrve  for  a  Curb  to  their  Salts  and  Sulphurs, 
and  qualifte  their  Activity.  The  Virtues  of  Vegetable  con- 
fifts  neither  in  their  Salts,  nor  their  Sulphurs  ftparately; 
but  in  the  Union  of  both  together,  with  a  certain  Portion 
of  Flegm  and  of  Earth.  The  fupreme  Author  of  Nature 
has  dos’d  all  their  Principles  in  fb  exadt  a  Manner,  that 
hitherto  the  Witt  of  Man  has  not  been  able  to  fathom  it, 
and  when  they  have  gone  about  to  diftiirb,  or  alter  their 
Order  and  Proportion,  Aey  have  deftroy’d,  or  quite  alter’d 
the  Virtue  of  the  whole.  It  is  not  fo  with  Mettals  and 
Minerals  i  Their  Virtue  may  be  increas’d,  or  leflen’d,  or 
quite  taken  away  according  to  the  Purpofts  they  are  der 
flgn’d  for.  Antimony  differently  prepar’d,  becomes  a  ftron- 
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ger  or  weaker  Eme'tick,  or  ceallng  to  be  an  Emetick,  be¬ 
comes  Diaphoretick.  Mercury  may  be  chang’d  into  the 
raoft  violent  of  all  Poiibns,  viz.  Corrofive  Sublimate ,  and 
from  that  terrible  Poifen,  one  may  make  it  the  gentled: 
Remedy,  viz.  Mercurius  dulcis ,  or  Acjuila  alba ;  and  thus 
it  is  that  thofe  Mettals  and  Minerals  which  are  of  lo  hard 
and  drong  a  Nature,  as  not  to  be  alter’d  by  any  Force  of 
Fire,  do  never  thelefs,  as  it  were  obey,  with  a  ferprizing 
Docility,  the  Will  of  the  Artid  in  every  thing. 

It  is  impoffible  to  account  rationally  for  the  Modus  of 
thefe  Mineral  and  Mettallick  d  idol  vents  operating  upon  a 
coagulated  Liquid,  unlefs  from  the  Mechanifm  or  Configu¬ 
ration  of  the  Parts  which  compote  both  the  one  and  the 
other.  Water  will  afford  us  an  Indance  of  it,  four  Ounces 
of  which  diffolves  two  Ounces  of  common  Salt,  and  then 
one  Ounce  of  Allom,  after  that  an  Ounce  of  Salt-peter, 
and  ladly  one  Ounce  of  Sal  Armoniack:  Notwithdanding 
the  whole  Mafs'  doth  not  feem  to  the  Eye  to  be  dwell’d, 
or  fo  much  as  thickned,  from  whence  we  mud  infer  that 
the  Particles  of  thofe  Salts  are  very  different  both  in  Figure 
and  Bignefs,  and  that  there  are  great  inter  dices  between  the 
Particles  of  the  W:ater,  to  contain  fo  many  Matters,  without 
fhowing  any  vifible  increafe  of  its  Bulk  or  Height,  or  dis¬ 
covering  any  of  thofe  Salts,  unlefs  the  Water  be  evaporated. 
This  Indance  will  afford  us  great  Light  and  Facility,  in 
explaining  the  Aftion  of  Mineral  and  Mettallick  Didblvents 
upon  the  vifcous,  thick,  or  coagulated  Humours  of  our  Bo¬ 
dies.  Thefe  didblvents  are  Sulphureous  and  Saline ;  and  the 
freer  they  are  from  Foreign  Matters,  the  more  eafily  they 
penetrate  thofe  Bodies  they  are  to  diffolve.  If  our  Liquors 
are  become  thick  with  coarfe  Sulphurs,  their  Didolvent 
ought  to  be  Sulphureous,  but  of  a  more  firm  Contexture ; 
Antimony  furnifhes  us  with  it,  being  altogether  Sulphureous, 
and  one  Sulphur  being  the  Didolvent  of  another.  If  the  co¬ 
agulated  Liquid  is  of  a  Rofinous  Nature,  feme  Aqueous  Mi¬ 
neral  mud  be  added  to  the  Sulphureous  Didolvent ;  for  Ro¬ 
finous  Bodies  are  of  Nature  partly  Aqueous,  and  partly  Sul¬ 
phureous.  If  the  Liquid  is  altogether  oyly  or  felphureous, 
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the  Diftolvents  that  muft  be  ufed,  ought  to  be  Oyls  and 
Sulphurs  drawn  from  Mettals  and  Minerals;  Sulphurs  are  the 
moft  powerful  of  all  Diflolvers  of  Rolinous,  Bituminous, 
Fat,  and  other  like  matters  ;  Spirits  not  being  ftrong  enough 
for  them.  The  great  Chymifts  of  former  Ages,  who 
Wrought  fuch  furprizing  Cures,  underhoed  how  to  diveft 
Mettals  of  their  Sulphur ;  fitch  is  the  Hydropick  Sulphurs 
or  Diaphoretick  Gold  of  Potior*  the  Ens  Veneris  of  Van  Hel- 
mont  and  the  Stone  of  Butler it  I  hope  the  World  being,  in 
Time,  convinc’d  by  many  fuccefsful  Experiments,  of  which 
I  am  already  able  to  produce  a  conliderable  Number,  will  do 
me  that  Juftice,  as  to  place  fome  of  my  Tinctures  and 
Salts  in  the  Clafs  of  thofe  noble  Medicines, 

Saline  Diftolvents  are  very  powerful.  They  are  either 
Acid  or  Lixivial :  The  Acid  ones  are  Aqua  fortis  and  Aqua 
Regalis :  The  Lixivial  are  either  fixed  or  volatil ;  the  fixed 
are  all  Alcalious  Salts  extra&ed  by  Fire,  the  volatil  ones  will 
be  rais’d  even  by  a  gentle  Fire*  fitch  is  the  Spirit  of  Sal 
Armoniack.The  Lixivial  ones  receive  all  their  Force  from  the 
Acids,  and  thefe  do  not  a£t  fb  powerfully  upon  the  fixed, 
as  the  volatil  Salts;  becaufe  the  Pores  of  thefe  are  more  o- 
pen:  And  that  is  the  Reafbn  why  they  are  not  proper  in 
Hypocondriack  Cafes,  or  the  Yellow-Jaundice  where  the  Salts 
are  fixed  and  vitrioline.  When  therefore  a  Mettaliick  or 
Mineral  Diflblvent  mixes  it  felf  with  the  Liquids  of  human 
Bodies,  it  receives  into  its  own  Pores  as  much  of  thofe 
Liquids  as  they  can  contain;  but  as  thofe  very  Difiblvents 
have  likewife  Pores  of  divers  Figures,  every  one  of  them  im¬ 
bibes  fitch  Particles  as  agree  with  their  own  Figure  and 
Diameter,  as  we  faid  juft  now  of  common- Water,  four 
Ounces  of  which  diflblves  five  Ounces  of  different  Salts. 

It  is  therefore  the  Duty  of  a  Phyfician  to  make  choice  of  . 
a  proper  Diflblvent,  and  of  an  exact  proportion  to  the  Body 
it  is  intended  to  diflblve;  a  Diflblvent,  whofe  Virtue  may 
be  open’d  by  the  Heat  or  Motion  of  the  Parts,  whirls 
compofe  the  Liquors  of  our  Bodies.  If  the  Different  is 
too  volatil,  its  Virtue  will  fpread  it  felf  without  any  efledb, 
by  too  quick  a  Motion,  or  too  g'eat  a  Heat:  If  it  is  too 

fixed. 
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fed,  it  will  not  fufficiently  difplay  it  fdf.  This  laft  man¬ 
ner  of  operating  is  that  of  abforbents  or  alter  aflts,  fiich  as 
inflpid  Earths,  either  Mettallick  or  Mineral,  as  of  Iron,  An¬ 
timony,  Vitriol  and  Allom.  Others  operate  another  Way, 
fome  by  breaking,  tearing  and  gnawing  thofe  Sulphurs 
which  are  of  too  hard  a  Contexture,  and  too  ftrongly  uni¬ 
ted  and  knit  together,  as  the  dulcify’d  Spirit  of  Salt,  Salt-* 
peter.  Vitriol,  Allom,  Sulphur  and  Copperas.  Others  laft- 
ly  diflolve  only  by  their  Weight,  Motion  and  Figure,  as 
Mercury.  As  I  only  undertook  this  Email  Eflay,  to  explain 
more  perfectly  the  Operation  of  Mercury  in  the  Pox,  and 
have  rummaged  the  whole  Materia  Chymica  with  this  on¬ 
ly  View,  of  finding  out  a  more  gentle,  and  later  Remedy, 
than  Mercury  ;  the  Reader  will  permit  me  to  explain  more 
fully,  both  the  Nature  of  this  cruel  Difeafe,  lo  fatal  and 
yet  fo  juft  an  Effect  and  Punifhment  of  Debauchery,  and 
the  manner  of  Mercury  operating  in  the  Cure  of  it. 

A  fmall  attention  on  the  Effects  of  the  Pox,  will  be 
{Efficient  to  make  us  fenfible,  that  the  Blood  and  Humours 
do  thicken  by  little  and  little,  and  to  a  certain  Degree,  and 
that  they  diflolve  themfelves  afterwards  into  an  Acrimonious 
Serum,  of  fo  cauftick  a  Nature,  that  it  gnaws  the  very 
Flefh  and  Bones,  Our  Notions  concerning  this  matter  could 
not  have  been  fufficiently  underftood,  without  a  previous 
and  exa£t  knowledge  of  thofe  Principles  we  have  been  lay* 
ing  down,  both  with  relpeCl  to  the  Nature  of  acute,  or 
chronick  Diftempers,  and  the  manner  of  operating  of  Met¬ 
tallick  and  Mineral  Remedies.  It  is  not  neceflary  to  ob- 
ierve  to  the  Reader,  that  the  Pox  is  of  the  Chronick  kind. 
Its  beginnings  leem  very  unlike  the  cruel  and  fatal  Effects 
which  difplay  themfelves  afterwards.  The  Virus  communi¬ 
cated  by  the  Union  of  both  Sexes, doth  not  amount  perhaps  to  the 
hundredth  part  of  a  Grain:  It  is  like  the  Poifon  of  a  Viper; 
one  can  hardly  conceive  how  the  fine  Email  Tooth  of  that 
Creature,  can  communicate  it  thro’  the  little  Orifice  it 
makes.  What  can  the  Glove  of  a  Perlon  that  has  the  Itch, 
communicate  to  one  that  is  found?  Neverthelefs,  thefe 
(ecmingly  weak  Principles,  will  in  time  caufe  very  dreadful 
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Pifeafes,  and  fometimes  Death  ;  howbeit  I  don’t  pretend 
to  write  a  compleat  Treatife  of  the  Pox,  nor  copy  the 
Authors  who  have  writ  on  the  SubjeCt :  My  Notions  are 
entirely  different  from  theirs,  they  do  but  copy  one  another, 
and  lay  down  the  fame  erroneous  Principle,  'viz.  that  Mer-< 
cury  is  the  only  Remedy  againft  that  Difeafe.  The  whole 
World  has  entirely  rely’d  on  the  Integrity  of  John  Carpi , 
a  Phyfician  of  Bolognia  in  Italy,  who  having  found  in  the 
Writings  of  ibme  Arabian,  that  Mercury  was  very  good  to  cure 
old  Ulcers,  he  kill’d  ibme  of  it  in  Hogs-Greafe,  as  is  pra¬ 
cticed  at  this  Day,  and  apply’d  it  to  an  old  Ulcer,  which  had 
refilled  all  other  Remedies,  becaufe  the  Patient  had  the 
Pox,  a  Difeafe  pretty  well  known  at  that  Time,  as  we 
may  fee  in  one  of  E rafrnus’s  Colloquies,  but  judg’d  then 
incurable.  This  Mercurial  application  was  follow’d  with  a 
Salivation  which  did  very  much  furprize  the  Phyfician, 
who  expebted  nothing  lefs  than  fuch  an  Effect.  Had  he  known 
that  Purgatives  could  cure  it,  we  had  perhaps  never  been 
acquainted  with  this  Medicine:  However  he  took  frefh 
courage,  when  he  found  that  as  he  went  on  with  the  Sa¬ 
livation,  the  Ulcer  heal’d.  Being  therefore  by  this  lucky 
Chance,  become  Mafter  of  fuch  a  Secret,  he  got  immenfe 
riches,  and  as  every  honeft  Man  ought  to  do,  he  did  at  his 
Death  difcover  this  Remedy  to  the  World;  which  has  en¬ 
tirely  rely’d  upon  it,  without  ever  fo  much  as  endeavouring, 
either  to  prevent  thofe  great  Inconveniences  which  attend 
and  follow  it,  or  to  find  out  elfewher®  more  efficacious,  and 
fafer,  or  to  fay  all  in  one  Word,  lefs  cruel  Remedies  than 
that. 

The  firft  EffeCts  of  this  Difeafe  are  an  unwillingnefs  to  flir* 
a  heavinefs  all  over  the  Body,  a  lazy  reluCtancy  to  all  manner 
of  exercife,  an  invincible  dcfire  of  Sleep,  a  deep  Melan¬ 
choly,  and  a  continual  heavinefs  of  Heart  :  thefe  are  the  fir  ft 
tokens  of  the  Liquids  being  thicken’d,  by  the  Venereal  Fer¬ 
ment,  which  we  have  Reafon  to  judge  to  be  Acid ;  neither 
do  we  know  of  any  other  Principle  of  Coagulation.  Thefe 
firft  progrefles  are  followed  by  flying  Pains  in  all  the  Limbs, 
which  fometimes  fettle  in  the  Head,  where  they  caufe  violent 
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/hootings :  fometimes  in  the  Stomach,  where  they  caufe 
continual  Vomitings:  fometimes  they  lodge  in  the  Breaft, 
which  makes  the  Patient  think  himlelf  in  a  Confiimption* 
becaulehe  coughs  much,  and  {pits  little  or  nothings  he  feels 
a  violent  Pain  in  his  Back  when  he  fetches  Breath,  and 
fomething  that  lies  crofs  his  Stomach,  and  almoft  flops 
his  Breath.  Sometimes  thefe  Pains  are  felt  only  in  the  Flefh, 
and  the  Patient  thinks  them  only  Rheumatick;  but  this 
pretended  Rheumatifm,  though  it  dilperles  or  aflwages  it 
ielf  very  much  by  perforation,  whilfl  the  hot  Weather  lafts, 
will  return  again  in  cold  Weather,  at  the  fall  of  the  Leaf, 
and  in  Winter.  In  a  Word,  this  dreadful  Difeafe,  Frotheus 
like,  aflumes  the  fhapes  of  all  Diftempers,  and  unlefs  a  Phy- 
fician  be  a  Man  of  great  Experience  in  this  kind,  and  a 
dilcreet  judicious  Man,  he  will  be  eafily  miftaken,  and  the 
Variety  of  the  Symptoms  will  fo  confound  him,  that  if  he 
doth  not  take  a  great  deal  of  Care  he  will  (as  hath  been 
often  done)  condemn  the  Innocent  to  the  Pox,  and  abfolve 
the  Guilty. 

The  third  degree  of  the  Pox  fhows  it  ielf  by  {harp, 
painful,  and  itching  Tetters  or  Morphewj  Puftules  and  Scabs 
on  the  Face,  Head,  and  moft  Times  all  over  the  Body  5  Ulcers 
in  the  Throat,  a  hard  Callolity  on  the  infide  of  the  Mouth ; 
and  by  many  other  terrible  Symptoms.  Thofe  Shankers 
which  feem’d  at  firfl  to  give  birth  to  this  monftrous  Dif- 
eale,  and  foon  after  difappear’d,  through  the  Impatience  of 
the  flck  Perfon,  and  often  by  the  unskilfulpefs  of  the  Sur¬ 
geon,  do  fhow  themlelves  a-frelh,  and  cannot  be  removed 
but  by  am  active  Remedy  of  a  very  diflolving  and  penetra- 
ting  u^ture.  Condiloms  appear  in  the  Fundament  5  5tis  then 
th^t  the  Patient  begins  tt)  be  perfuaded  that  his  Biftemper 
is  Venereal  j  in  a  word,  the  laft  degree  of  this  Diieafe  is 
3/1  exquifite  Pain  in  the  very  Bones  and  Marrow :  Such  an 
invincible  Infomny,  that  Opium  it  {elf  cannot  overcome  it; 

A  rottennefs  in  the  Bones,  Exoftofes,  Callous  Ulcers  in  the 
Arms,  Legs  and  Thighs,  which  no  Remedy,  inward  or 
outward,  can  remove:  An  extreme  leanneis  and  ianknefs^ 
attended  with  an  extraordinary  weaknefs,  which  puts  the 
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Phyfician  out  of  all  hopes  of  his  Patient’s  being  able  to  go 
through  a  Salivation :  you  may  likewife  obferve  that-  feme- 
times  it  turns  to  a  Venereal  Confumption;  many  Inftances 
of  which  we  have  feen,  which  we  {hall  mention  in  their 
proper  place,  and  it  muft  be  owned  ingenuoufly  that  this 
lafc  degree  is  fearce  curable. 

Reafon  and  Experience  confirm  this:  in  the  firfl  Stage, 
the  Blood  was  a  dually  coagulated  and  condenfed  by  the 
Vitrioline  Leaven,  it  afterwards  becomes  more  liquid,  by 
the  Action  of  the  Mercury,  and  may  difentangle  it  felf  from 
the  Venereal  Poifon  by  Salivation  :  And  as  in  this  Cafe  the 
Principles  of  the  Blood  are  not  defiroy’d,  the  Patient  may 
be  thorougly  recover’d ;  but  if  the  feme  Ver.om  has  but 
time  enough,  by  its  Acrimonious  Salts,  to  corrode  the 
Sulphur,  or  Filaments  of  the  Blood,  the  whole  Mafe,  which 
in  the  fiifi  Stage  was  altogether  vifcous,  and  too  thick, 
begins  to  difiolve,  becaufe  the  Sulphur,  which  is  the  bond 
that  faftens  and  unites  all  other  Principles,  is  here  broken 
and  deftroy’d;  and  this  Mafs  thus  diflolv’d,  becomes  a  Se¬ 
rum  full  of  corrofive  and  cauftick  Salts,  which  gnaw  the 
very  Flefh  and  Bones :  Coagulations  are  caus’d  fometimes  in 
one  Part,  and  fometimes  in  another,  by  reafon  of  the  re¬ 
union  of  the  {batter’d  Sulphurs,  which  now  compofe  a 
new  kind  of  Mafs,  which  caufes  Knots,  and  Exoftoies  in 
the  Bones  y  whenever  thefe  Malles  do  concentre  in  their 
Subfiance,  ’tis  then  they  tumify  and  caufe  the  Bone  to 
dwell  every  way  very  much  beyond  its  natural  Diameter. 
The  Flefhy  Fibers  undergo  the  feme  fate,  being  foak’d 
with  a  corrofive  Serum,  full  of  fuch  Salts,  as  turn  it  into  a 
kind  of  Aqm  fortis ,  which  gnaws  and  totally  deftroys 
their  Texture,  and  produces  foch  terfible  Ulcers,  as  often 
caufe  thofe  Parts  where  they  are  featedfe.to  rott  and  drop 
off.  Thefe  are  the  fatal  fruits  of  a  Difeafe-  which  Men 
too  often  willfully  and  rafhly  expofe  themfelves  to. 

But  in  order  to  give  an  exa£t  Idea  of  the  Operation  of 
Mercury,  let  us  fairly  and  Impartially  examine  what  this 
Mineral  is,  and  we  {hall  foon  find  that  it  has  no  fpecifick 
Virtue  to  cure  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  exclufive  of  any  other. 

Its 
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Its  Operation  is  altogether  mechanical ;  and  in  order  to  un¬ 
derhand  it  rightly,  we  mufl  not  conflder  it  as  having  any 
Affinity  in  its  Principles  with  any  other  Mettal  or  Mine¬ 
ral  ;  it  is  of  a  Species  entirely  peculiar,  and  we  may  juffiy 
wonder  that  the  Partifans  of  Acid  and  Alcali  ffiould  rank  him 
amongft  the  latter,  becaufe  Acids  alone  can  fix  it.  The 
Wheels  of  a  Watch  may  as  well  be  call’d  Alcalies,  and  the 
Grains  of  Dull:  which  flop  their  Motion  Acids.  Mercury  is 
a  real,  liquid,  and  unalterable  Mettal,  it  may  indeed  receive 
fbme  difguife  from  Fire,  or  fome  of  the  mofl  adlive  Salts, 
but  neither  the  Fire,  nor  Salts,  can  alter  its  Subflance,  or 
deflroy  its  Texture,  its  Principles  eluding  all  their  adlivity. 
How  many  crazy  Heads  have  vainly  fpent  their  whole 
Lives  and  Eflates  to  fix  this  Vrotheus  ? 

We  conceive  Mercury  as  a  heap  of  Globules,  perfedlly 
round,  without  being  by  any  thing  faflen’d  or  united  to 
each  other,  and  exceffively  fmall,  infomuch  that  every  one 
of  them  by  it  felf  has  fo  little  gravity,  that  the  Air  or  Wa¬ 
ter  can  bear  them  up  5  Experience  flows  it  to  be  fo,  fince 
that  Water,  wherein  Mercury  has  been  boil’d,  acquires,  its 
Virtue  to  'fuch  a  Degree,  as  to  caufe  a  Salivation,  if  we 
waffi  our  Heads  with  it ;  this  is  a  fa£l  that  admits  of  oc- 
cular  demonflration.  Senfe  and  Reafon  as  well  a  Phyfick 
mull  convince  one,  that,  although  the  boil’d  Mercury  feems 
not  to  have  decreas’d  in  its  Weight,  yet  fome  of  its  Glo¬ 
bules  mufl  neceffiarily  fwim  in  the  Water.  Tcmgere  enim  & 
tangi  nift  Corpus  res  nulla  pot  eft.  To  all  thefe  qualities  of 
the  Globules  of  Mercury,  we  may  add  that  their  Surface  is 
round, extremely  flexible,  fmooth  and  fleek ;  which  being  grant¬ 
ed,  it  is  very  cafy  to  explain  all  the  varions  Vhmomena  which  this 
Mineral  produces.  The  exadl  Roundnefs  and  Smoothnefsof  its 
Particles  is  manifeflly  the  Caufe  of  its  exceffive  Mobility.  There 
is  no  Plain  of  fo  exadl  and  fmooth  a  Surface,  as  to  be  free  from 
little  unevennefles  and  Eminences,  fuch  as  will  deflroy  theEquili- 
brium  of  thefe  fmall  and  per  fedlly  round  Bodies ;  and  this  is  the 
Reafon  of  their  being  in  a  perpetual  Motion  among  them- 
felves.  They  unite  and  dif-unite  with  the  greatefl  Facility, 
becaufe  they  are  not  tyed  one  to  another  by  any  Bond; 
The  Water  which  bears  them  up,  as  we  faid  jufl  now,  their 
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being  driven  up  by  a  fmall  Heat,  and  dilappearing,  their 
Facility  to  infinuate  themfelves  into  the  hardeft  Bodies,  all 
thefe  fufficiently  prove  their  extreme  Smallnels.  But  how 
fhall  we  reconcile  this  Volatility  with  their  Ponderoufnels, 
equal  at  leaft  to  that  of  Lead  ?  We  need  but  follow  our 
Ideas,  and  we  fhall  account  for  it.  Natural  Philolophers 
agree  that  the  more  compaft  and  clofe  the  Parts  of  a 
Body  are,  the  heavier  that  Body  is  with  relpeCt  to  other 
Bodies,  whole  conftituent  Parts  are  at  greater  difiance  one 
ffom  another,  and  whole  Interfaces  are  only  fill’d  with 
Air.  A  Pound  of  Cotton  would  take  no  more  room  than 
one  of  Lead,  if  its  Particles  were  as  clofely  compared  as 
thole  of  Lead.  The  Globules  of  Mercury,  being  round* 
final!,  fmooth,  and  of  a  mettalline  Nature,  do  unite  one 
ttfith  another  as  clolely  as  may  be,  and  leave  no  Spaces  be¬ 
twixt  them  but  what  are  extremely  final!  *  and  this  is  the 
Reafbn  of  their  Heavinels,  when  they  are  re-united  together. 

But  again,  how  fhall  we  comprehend  how  liich  fmall  Bodies, 
of  the  Shape  and  Nature  we  have  been  defcribing  thele  to 
be,  can  notwithftanding  be  16  congeal’d  and  hardned,  as 
to  appear  fix’d,  and  to  have  received  the  Hardnefs  of  Met- 
tal,  liich  as  the  Alchymift  gives  them;  infbmuch  that  they 
themfelves  have  been  deceiv’d,  and  have  made  no  doubt,  but 
they  could  render  that  Hardnefs  permanent  and  durable  ? 
Let  the  Reader  but  conlider  that  it  is  impoffible  to  divefi: 
thofe  Ifnall  Bodies  of  a  foreign  Sulphur,  which  they  con¬ 
tract  when  they  are  under  the  form  of  the  Cinabar,  which 
is  nothing  elfe  but  common  Sulphur,  amalgamis’d  with 
Mercury.  Let  him  conlider  that  Salt-peter,  Salt  of  Tartar, 
&c-  are  all  more  or  lefs  loaded  with  Sulphureous  Particles, 
as  we  have  heretofore  obferv’d,  and  the  Difficulty  will  loon 
difappear.  Thefe  Sulphurs  16  ealily  mix  on  every  fide,  being 
all  of  the  lame  Nature,  that  they  entangle  the  Globules  of 
Mercury,  and  keep  them  afunder,  and,  as  it  were,  inclos’d 
in  the  Spaces  which  happen  betwixt  the  Particles  of  irre¬ 
gular  Figures  of  which  thofe  Sulphurs  confifi:  and  as  that 
Bond  is  only  Superficial,  without  any  ways  adhering  to  the 
inward  Subfiance  of  th^fe  Globules,  it  is  eafily  broken  by 
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a  flight  Motion  or  Moderate  Heat,  and  then  the  Mercury 
appears  in  its  native  Shape  without  the  leaft  Alteration. 

All  thefe  Notions  being  fiippos’d,  let  us  ferioufly  examine 
what  Humane  Blood  is,  upon  which  Mercury  operates. 
It  is  a  new  being,  a  new  Liquor  extracted  from  our  food; 
This  new  Compound  therefore  is  nothing  elfe  but  a  Col¬ 
lection  of  the  Salts  of  the  Aliments,  of  the  Salt  with  which 
they  are  feafon’d,  ('which  is  eahly  diftinguifh’d  in  the  Analy* 
Es  of  the  Blood,  from  the  alimental  Salts)  of  Sulphur, 
Water  and  Earth.  It  has  been  found  that  out  of  12  Oun¬ 
ces  of  Blood,  there  are  1 1  of  meer  Water,  in  which  are  the 
Salts  and  Sulphurs  that  fwim  under  the  form  of  Filaments,  the 
Globules  which  caufe  the  Senfation  of  their  red  Colour, 
which  is  more  or  lefs  lively,  according  as  they  are  further 
from  or  nearer  to  one  another  $  and  laftly  the  Earth  which 
fervcs,  with  the  other  Principles,  to  maintain  an  exa& 
Harmony  among  them,  and  to  keep  within  a  juft  Tempera¬ 
ture,  and  agreeable  to  the  animal  Oeconomy,  thofe  Savours  of 
which  Hypocrates  fpeaks.  I  believe  this  fimple  Idea  of  the 
Blood  is  fufficient  to  explain  the  Mechanifm,  which  is  ob- 
ferv’d  in  the  Operation  of  Mercury.  It  raifes  a  Salivation, 
whether  it  be  us’d  by  UnCtion  or  taken  inwardly  >  by  both 
which  ways,  it  infufes  it  ielf  into  the  Mats  of  Blood ;  its 
Activity  is  encreafed  by  the  Circulation  of  the  Blood,  or 
by  the  internal  or  Fermentative  Motion  of  the  Parts  of 
which  it  confifts.  It  is  a  Maxim  in  Mechanicks,  that  hea¬ 
vy  Bodies  aCt  not  only  in  Proportion  to  their  Bulk,  but 
likewife  of  their  Velocity.  A  Cannon-ball  of  24  Pounds, 
fhot  with  all  the  Impetuolity  that  Powder  can  give  it,  is 
equivalent  to  a  Weight  of  feveral  hundred  Tuns,  as  its  Efc 
fe£ts  fufficiently  prove.  The  Globules  of  Mercury  do  roll 
in  the  Blood,  and  ftrive  againft  it  both  by  their  Gravity,  and 
by  the  Motion  they  receive  from  the  Particles  of  the  Blood 
it  felf,  and  by  their  vehemently  Blocking  againft  them,  they 
are  incapable  of  aftimilating  themielves  to  them  5  fb  that  at 
length  they  break  and  tear  their  Filaments,  and  reduce  them 
into  coarfe  Pieces,  which  fwim  in  the  Serum  as  well  as 
the  Salts  j  and  thefe  being,  in  part,  difentanglsd  from  thofc 
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Filaments,  are  diflolved  in  the  Serum.  It  is  a  known 
Maxim,  that  they  cannot  adt  unlefs  they  are  diffolved; 
wherefore  they  a£l  with  fuch  Force,  that  they  tear  the  Mouth, 
and  ulcerate  the  Throat,  and  fometimes  fuffocate  the  Pa¬ 
tient  to  Death ;  tor  his  not  the  Venereal  Venom,  as  many 
affirm  without  believing  it,  and  many  really  believe  with¬ 
out  endeavouring  to  perfuade  others  of  it;  his  not  I  lay 
the  Venereal  Poifon,  as  fuch,  that  caufes  fuch  Effects,  fince 
they  would  as  well  happen  to  Perfbns  in  Health,  and  free 
from  any  Venereal  Difeafe :  but  why  doth  Mercury  moreprecife- 
ly  falivate,  than  caufe  any  other  Evacuation?  The  Queflion 
is  eafily  refolv'd :  For  the  Filaments  of  the  Blood  being  but 
coai  fely  broken  by  the  Mercury,  do  indeed  indifferently1  of¬ 
fer  to  get  out  at  any  of  the  excretory  Veilels  of  the  Body ; 
but  the  Diameters  of  the  VefTels,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Urine, 
Sweat,  and  Perfpiration,  are  either  too  freight  to  receive 
fuch  coarfe  Matter,  or  are  not  of  a  fit  Configuration  for  the 
Particles  of  that  Matter.  The  Salival  Vefiels  alone  have 
Diameters  wide  enough,  and  fit  to  receive  it;  feeing  they 
are  actually  the  largefl  of  all  the  excretory  Veffels  in  the 
whole  Body:  And  that  is  the  Reafbn  why  in  the  Small- 
Pox,  in  Malignant  Fevers,  in  the  Scurvy,  &c.  they  often 
afford  a  Pafiage  to  a  very  thick  Saliva,  which  comes  forth  natu¬ 
rally  and  without  the  help  of  Mercury.  Thus  then  it  i$ 
that  Mercury  diffiolves  the  Blood,  and  thus  it  cures  the  Ve¬ 
nereal  Difeafe,  viz.  by  exhau fling  the  Mafs  of  the  Venereal 
Blood,  according  to  the  Obfervations  of  feveral  eminent  Mo¬ 
derns:  This  Mafs  in  a  middle-fized  Man  amounts  to  about 
ay  Pounds,  and  in  a  Salivation  a  Man  ipits  for  fome  Days, 
feven,  eight,  or  nine  pounds  of  Saliva,  which  is  the  very 
Subflance  of  the  Blood ;  fometimes  a  new  Mafs  doth  form 
it  felf  by  little  and  little,  which  makes  an  End  of  throwing 
out  the  Venereal  Poifon  ;  but  this  happens  but  feldom.  The 
Puflules  begin  to  appear  afrefh  fome  Months  after,  with  all 
the  other  attendants,  which  neverthelefs  are  eafily  cur'd  by 
frequent  Purges  and  fudorifick  Dyct-drinks;  which  in  my 
opinion  are  only  fit  for  Perfons  in  this  Condition:  fome¬ 
times  after  having  difappear’d,  they  return  again  with  evi¬ 
dent 
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dent  Tokens  that  the  Venereal  Principle  is  yet  undeffroy  d. 
This  is  the  firft  Inconvenience  that  attends  Mercury,  viz,,  that 
it  is  not  an  abfblute  and  infallible  Remedy.  The  fecund  In¬ 
convenience  is,  the  Difficulty  of  meafuring  out  a  juft  and 
proper  Dole  for  every  Patient  in  Untfion;  for  a  Miftake  in 
this  is  often  attended  with  very  fatal  Conlequences.  The 
third  Inconvenience  is,  that  the  gentleft  Salivation  ought 
always  to  be  look’d  upon  as  a  very  cruel  Remedy,  efpecially 
becaufe  it  wants  actually  the  three  chief  Characters  which 
a  good  Medicine  ought  to  have;  which,  according  to  Hip¬ 
pocrates,  ought  to  cure  quickly,  finely,  and  pleafantly.  The 
fourth  Inconvenience  that  attends  Mercury,  is  the  fad  Im- 
preffion  it  fometimes  leaves  on  the  Members  after  its  Opera¬ 
tion.  Having  confider’d  the  Mifery  of  thofe  Patients,  who, 
to  get  cur’d  of  a  Difeafe,  grievous  enough  it  muff:  be  own’d, 
expole  themfelves  to  fo  many  grievous  Sufferings,  liable  to 
fuch  fatal  Conlequences,  without  any  fure,  undoubted  Grounds 
to  hope  for  a  perfeCf  Cure  without  Relapfe,  or  that  they 
(hall  fiiffer  but  a  moderate  Punifhment,  my  even  without* 
any  probable  Hope  that  they  fhall  efcape  Death,  under  the 
Operation  of  this  Remedy;  I  have  apply ’d  my  felf  to  the 
Search  of  a  Medicine  which  might  not  be  liable  to  fo  manv 
Accidents.  I  conceiv’d,  that  the  Way  of  Salivating,  which  is  • 
fo  violent,  was  not  the  Way  which  Nature  had  appointed  to 
difcharge  thofe  Impurities  with  which  it  is  overwhelm’d;  it 
has  appear’d  to  me  more  realonable  to  deftroy  that  unnatural 
Leaven,  by  driving  it  out  by  the  natural  Ways  of  Evacuation* 
which  alone  fufHce  to  precipitate  the  vitiated  Leaven  of  other 
Difeafes,  tho’  as  dangerous,  and  attended  with  as  dreadful 
Symptoms  as  thofe  of  the  Pox.  Prepoflefs’d  with  this  No¬ 
tion,  which  follows  the  Order  of  Nature*  I  thought,  that 
a  Medicine  that  was  very  diffolving,  very  active  and  pene¬ 
trating,  which  gently  works  by  Stool,  Sweat  and  Urine, 
might  juftly  fupply  the  Place  of  Mercury ;  and  I  hope  I  have 
at  length  attain’d  it.  A  Man  cannot,  without  {hutting  his 
Eyes  to  the  Light,  and  giving  the  Lie  to  the  firff  Phyficians 
in  the  Kingdom ,  who  have  been  ocular  Witnefles  of  it* 
deny  but  that  this  Medicine  carries  off,  in  a  few  Days,  the 
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mod  dreadful  Symptoms  of  the  Pox.  The  mod  intelligent 
Maders  of  the  Faculty,  whotho’  incredulous  at  fird,  and  full  of 
their  ancient  Prejudice,  oppos’d  with  Might  and  Main,  both 
my  Remedy,  which  they  were  ignorant  of,  and  my  Method 
of  Curing,  have  at  length  been  forced  to  yield  to  ocular 
Demondration,  and  havednce  honour’d  me  with  their  Friend- 
fhip  and  Edeem,  and  retraced  the  rafh  Judgment  they  had 
pafs’d  againd  me;  neither  have  they  granted  me  thofe  Fa¬ 
vours,  which  they  before  deny’d  me,  till  they  have  had  a  full 
Conviction  and  Satisfaction  in  the  matter;  but  have  waited 
a  long  while  to  fee  whether  the  fo  quick  EffeCts  of  this  new 
Remedy  would  prove  lading,  or  whether  they  were  not  ra¬ 
ther  palliative  Cures,  which  would  only  deceive  the  Patient 
with  a  fliort-liv’d  Joy:  But  after  Months  and  Years  were 
elaps’d,  they  have  feen  the  Patients  entirely  recover’d,  and 
not  only  continue  in  good  Plight,  but  in  a  better  State  of 
Health  than  ever  they  enjoy’d.  And  thus  much  I  dare  affirm, 
that  thofe  who  have  truded  themfelves  into  my  Hands,  have 
reafbn  to  be  fatisfy’d  with  me.  This  I  can  anfwer  for,  that 
my  Remedy  is  in  all  Refpedts  preferable  to  Salivation,  and 
that  it  takes  away  the  mod  dreadful  Symptoms  in  a  much 
fhortcr  time ;  and  this  it  does  by  carrying  off  the  Didemper 
by  the  mod  natural  Ways,  /.  e.  Stools,  Sweat  and  Urine,  as 
we  laid  before ;  and  confequently  never  caufes  any  racking 
Pain,  feeing  it  works  infendbly,  and  without  fb  much  as 
diforderwg  the  Patient,  or  taking  him  off  from  his  ufiial  Ru~ 
finefs:  It  neither  tears  the  Mouth,  nor  ulcerates  the  Throat, 
and  falival  Veflels,  even  to  the  fpitting  of  Blood,  and  voiding 
it  by  Stool,  as  we  have  feen  it  happen  by  Salivations;  it  doth 
not  ioofen  the  Teeth,  nor  break  the  Bridge  of  the  Nofe ;  it 
doth  not  lame  the  Patient;  it  doth  not  oblige  a  Man  to  make 
liis  Will;  in  a  word,  it  kills  no  body.  If  all  thefe  Advanta¬ 
ges  don’t  give  the  Preference  to  my  Medicine,  I  fhall  think 
thofe  Pllyficians  very  unhappy,  who  fpend  their  Lives  and 
Health  in  Search  of  Means  to  redore  that  of  Mankind,  if 
they  for  whom  they  take  fuch  Pains  mud  reject  whatfoever 
is  found  ufeful  for  the  Prefervation  of  their  Lives,  to  the  very 
3ad  Moments  of  it*  I  am  naturally  dnccre  and  ingenuous; 
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I  don’t  pretend  that  my  Remedy  is  either  the  E  is  Veneris  ot 
Faracelfus,  the  Stone  of  Butler ,  or  the  Alcaeji  ot  Van  Hel- 
monty  I  only  fay,  that  it  is  very  aflive,  diflblving,  and  one 
of  the  moil  penetrating,  and  consequently  the  propereft  to 
break  the  Texture  of  the  Blood,  to  take  away  the  Qbftrudti- 
ons  of  the  Vifcera,  and  to  carry  of  a]l  heterogeneous  Matters, 
and  confequently  to  purify  the  whole  Majfs  of  Blood.  Could 
I,  without  being  confirm’d  by  infallible  Experience,  advance 
here,  that  my  Remedy  will  cure  fome  Degrees  of  the  Pox 
which  Mercury  cannot  ?  John  Carpi,  Inventor  of  the  Ufe  of 
Mercury,  did  at  his  Death  communicate  his  Difcovery  to  the 
World  y  I  hope  in  a  fhort  time,  and  without  flaying  till  that 
lad  Moment,  to  communicate  mine  like  wife.  I  have  as  yet 
difcover’d  it  to  no  one,  except  to  the  famous  M.  de  Chirac , 
who  has  been  an  Eye-witnefs  of  feveral  Cures  I  have  per¬ 
form’d  with  it,  as  we  fhall  more  fully  lhew  by  and  by. 

The  Importance  of  the  Subject  has  oblig’d  me  to  dwell 
the  longer  upon  Mercury,  it  being  alone  fuificient  to  fhew 
the  vaft  Difference  there  is  between  the  Vertues  of  Meta's 
and  Minerals,  and  that  of  Vegetables  in  chronical  Diftemperj 
the  former  are  dill  preferable  on  two  Accounts :  Thev  di£ 
folve  the  too  thick  Liquids,  and  carry  off  the  Principle  of  the 
Difeafe  either  by  precipitating  it  by  Stool  or  Urine,  or  by 
driving  it  out  by  Sweat  and  infenfible  Perforation.  The  DiR 
folvents  which  are  drawn  from  Vegetables,  fuch  as  Gum-Am- 
moniacum,  commonly  never  purge.  The  purgative  and  lu- 
dorifick  ones,  &c.  receive  fome  Alteration  in  the  Stomach 
by  the  digeftive  Ferment,  which  divefts  them  of  their  pur¬ 
gative  Quality.  And,  lafily,  thole  that  diffolve  and  purge  at 
once,  fuch  as  Colocynth,  Scammony ,  Gam-Gutta,  Buphorbiam , 
Blaterium ,  &c.  greatly  torment  and  gripe  the  Patient  in  their 
Operation  j  but  the  Manner  in  which  the  Mineral  ones.  An¬ 
timony,  for  inftance,  do  operate,  is  vaftly  different ;  its  Sti¬ 
muli  being  entangled  in  the  fulphureous  Salts  of  Tartar  or 
Salt-petre,  which  quickly  difiolve  in  the  Stomach,  do  irritate 
the  Membranes  of  it,  or  to  {peak  more  juftly,  caule  Con- 
vulfions  in  the  Mufcles  of  the  Ventricle ;  for,  according  to 
the  Difcovery  of  the  illuftrious  M.  de  Chirac ,  in  Vomiting, 
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the  Stomach  is  entirely  quiet  and  paffive :  The  Mufcles  alone 
a£t,  and  with  great  Violence  prefs  the  Stomach  and  Bowels, 
This  great  Phyfician  made  the  Experiment  of  it  upon  a  Dog, 
that  had  fwallcw’d  feme  corrolive  Sublimate.  He  ( ript 
Ms  Belly  ope4  and  with  his  Hand  grip’d  the  Dog’s  Stomach, 
which  had  no  ACHon  at  all  whilfl  the  Dog  did  ftrain  to  vomit, 
but  he  found  it  extraordinarily  prefs’d,  as  well  as  his  Hand  that 
held  it,  by  the  Mufcles  of  the  Ventricle.  The  great  Ana- 
tomiff,  M.  da  Verney ,  having  try’d  the  fame  Experiment,  did 
own  the  Truth  of  this  Difcovery.  When  the  Stimuli  of  the 
Antimony  cannot  difentangle  themfelves  from  the  Tartar  or 
Salt-petre  in  the  Stomach,  whether  by  reaion  of  forne  parti¬ 
cular  Difpofition  of  that  Part,  or  becaufe  they  are  too  fix’d 
by  the  Salts,  they  pafs  into  the  Bowels,  where  they  are 
loofen’d  by  the  Choler,  the  pancreatick  Juices,  or  by  the 
Chyle,  which  is  here  become  more  fiibtle  and  penetrating, 
by  the  Precipitation  of  the  grofler  Matter:  They  begin  then 
to  {Emulate  the  inward  Membrane  of  the  Bowels,  their  ver¬ 
micular  Motion  increafes,  and  throws  off  thofe  coarfer  Mat¬ 
ters  that  were  in  them.  When  thofe  Stimuli  are  very  wel] 
fix’d,  by  a  great  Quantity  of  Tartar  or  Salt-petre,  as  in  the 
Antimonium  Diaphoreticum,  they  Aide  along  with  the  Chyle 
into  the  Blood,  and  mix  themfelves  with  all  manner  of  Hu¬ 
mours,  by  which  they  are  diflblv’d,  and  let  loofe,  and  thrown 
upon  all  the  Membranes  of  the  Veffels,  where  they  excite 
fbme  gentle  Irritations,  whether  becaufe  the  Salts,  which 
curb  their  Activity,  are  not  yet  entirely  feparated  from  them, 
nor  totally  melted,  or  becaufe  thofe  fharp  Points  were  but 
few  in  Quantity,  or  very  much  blunted  by  the  violent  A&ion 
of  the  chymical  Fire :  As  it  happens  in  the  Li  Hum  Paracel]?* 
The  Tonick  Motion  of  the  Membranes  being  thus  increas’d, 
they,  by  their  elaftick  Power,  drive  the  Blood  with  greater 
Force,  the  Pulfe  becomes  more  vigorous,  and  all  the  animal 
Functions  are  reviv’d.  The  Nerves  which  are  in  or  about 
the  Glands  being  more  flrongly  contracted,  prefs  them  the 
snore  in  Proportion  to  the  Liquor  which  they  fend  into  the 
fecretory  and  excretory  Veffels,  after  they  have  filtrated  its 
and  with  the  fame  Swiftnefs  as  the  Arteries  which  join. 
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to  thole  Glands,  bring  the  Blood  into  them.  The  Secretion 
by  Urine,  Sweat,  and  infenfible  Perforation,  is  conftderably 
increas’d,  and  the  Blood  thereby  purg’d  from  its  Foulnefs. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Sulphurs  of  the  Antimony  diflolve 
the  Liquids,  blunt  their  Acidity,  or  fheath  it  in  fuch  manner, 
that  they  can  no  longer  hurt  in  their  Paflage  by  Perforation 
or  Urine.  Experience  confirms  otlr  Rcalon  in  this  Matter. 
Horflius  has  obferv’d,  Lib.  7.  Obf.  27.  that  thole  Difeafes 
which  are  caus’d  by  Exhalations  from  Metals  and  Minerals, 
cannot  be  cur’d  but  by  metalline  and  mineral  Remedies.  The 
Afthma,  which  is  caus’d  by  the  Fumes  of  Metals,  but  efpe- 
cially  thole  of  Mercury,  will  not  be  overcome  by  any  ordi¬ 
nary  Medicines,  but  requires  mineral  or  metalline  ones,  luch 
as  Mer curias  Dutcis ,  Turbitb  Mineral ,  Cinabar  Antimonii „ 
Bezoarticum  Solare,  join’d  to  lome  Purgatives.  Laftly,  Mi¬ 
neral  Waters,  which  lometimes  are  the  only  and  the  laft  Re- 
lort  in  chronical  Difeafes,  are  here  likewile  our  laft  but  deci- 
live  Refuge,  and  prove  that  Metals  and  Minerals  afford  the 
greateft  Remedies  in  the  moil  delperate  Difeafes.  Some  of 
them  are  Ferruginous  and  Vitriolick,  their  volatile  Sulphur 
infinuates  it  lelf  with  great  Rapidity  into  the  Liquors,  di£ 
lolves  them,  and  removes  all  the  Obftrudtions  and  Obftacles- 
which  are  occaiion’d  by  their  Vifcofity:  Their  harfh  Tafte 
fortifies  the  ibiid  Parts  by  contracting  their  Fibres,  and  ex¬ 
citing  their  elaftick  Force,  which  was  Ianguifhing  and  oh- 
ftrudfed  by  a  too  inlpifiated  Liquid.  It  likewile  contrails 
the  Fibres  of  the  Blood,  and  precipitates  whatfoever  might 
alter  its  Texture.  Others  have  a  lixivious  Salty  mix’d  with 
a  certain  Quantity  of  Sulphur:  Others  have  a  nitrous  Salt, 
join’d  likewile  with  a  Sulphur,  from  which  an  Urinous  Spi¬ 
rit,  or  a  volatile  Alcali,  is  form’d:  Some  are  meerly  vitrio- 
line,  with  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Earth:  Others  are  allummous, 
and  this  Salt  may  be  form’d  into  a  Chryftal,  like  that  of 
Aliom:  Others  are  very  hot,  and  full  of  a  very  fubtil  Sulphur* 
becaufe  they  cool  very  quickly;  and  this  Sulphur  is  full  of  one 
of  the  molt  volatile  Salts:  Now  the  Experience  of  all  Ages 
Brews  that  all  mineral  and  metalline  Waters'  are  generally  the 
laft  Refuge  in  all  grievous  Diftempers.  ’Tis  now  high  time 
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to  conclude  this  Diflertation,  by  anticipating  fome  Objedfi- 
ons  which  might  be  rais'd  again#  me. 

And,  Fir#,  It  may  be  objected  here,  that  Remedies  ex¬ 
tracted  from  Metals  and  Minerals  are  fharp,  cauftick,  and  real 
Poifons;  but  have  not  fome  Vegetables  the  like  Defedt?  Are 
Tin,  Iron,  Lead,  <&c.  hurtful  ?  As  for  the  Notion  of  Anti¬ 
mony  and  Mercury  being  Poifons,  it  has  lafted  till  the  Middle 
of  the  la#  Century ;  Van  Helmont  himfelf  was  not  exempt  from 
this  Prejudice:  Ammonium,  fays  he,  quamdiu  vomitum  aut  fedes 
movet,  &  Mercurius  revivificari  pot  eft,  Venena  funt,  nec  viri 
boni  Remedia.  The  Parliament  of  Paris  condemn’d  Anti¬ 
mony  as  a  Poifbn.  The  Experiment  which  Lewis  XIV. 
made  of  it  upon  himielf  began  to  undeceive  the  World ;  it 
cur’d  him  contrary  to  all  Appearance:  And  the  emetick  Sort 
began  to  be  publickly  ufed.  It  did  not  indeed  iiicceed  upon 
Cardinal  Mazarine,  and  fo  fell  into  Contempt  for  a  while; 
but  the  dreadful  Notion  People  had  conceiv’d  of  it,  leflen’d 
by  little  and  little,  and  it  has  gain’d  the  Character  of  the  be# 
of  Medicines,  efpecially  again#  acute  Difeafes,  when  order’d 
by  an  able  Phylician  who  knows  the  Nature  of  it.  Let  but 
the  Chymift  be  expert  and  well  skill’d  in  the  Preparation  of 
this  and  all  others,  and  let  the  Phylician  be  dilcreet,  and  wait 
for  the  feafonable  Opportunity  of  applying  them,  and  thefe 
pretended  Poifons  will  turn  into  the  be#  and  mo#  excellent 
Remedies;  than  which  the  Wit  andlnduftryof  Man  has  never 
hitherto  been  able  to  find  better:  For  the  Truth  of  this  I  ap¬ 
peal  to  the  practical  Phyficians.  If  Mercury  is  of  it  felf 
a  Poifon,  why  doth  it,  when  crude  and  without  any  Prepay 
ration,  de#roy  the  Venereal  Venom  fo  much  more  effica- 
cioufly  than  when  it  is  prepar’d,  /.  e.  mix’d  with  Salts?  How 
comes  it,  that  we  may  put  half  a  Pound  of  crude  Antimony  into 
a  Diet-Drink  without  the  lea#  Danger  ?  Is  there  a  more  terrible 
Poifon  than  Corroftve  Sublimate  ?  And  yet  the  Chymi#s  have 
fb  far  fweeten’d  it,  that  it  becomes  one  of  the  gentle#,  and  mo# 
ufeful,  of  all  Medicines.  Are  not  the  Spirits  of  Vitriol  and 
Saltpetre  diverted  of  all  their  corrofive  and  cauftick  Acrimony 
by  Rectification  ?  The  natural  Cinabar  loofes  its  Arfenick  by 
Sublimations,  Co  ft  ions,  and  Lotions.  How  many  grievous 
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and  defperate  Difeafes  have  been  cur’d  by  thefe  corredbed  Re¬ 
medies?  The  Vertigo,  Epilepfy,  Pleurify,  hyfterick  and  hy- 
pocondriack  Suffocations,  Cholick,  the  Flying  Gout,  Rheu- 
matifm ,  the  Great-Pox,  the  moft  obftinate  Itch,  Tetters, 
Small-Pox,  and  the  like.  Thofe  Phyficians  who  dread  the 
Ufe  of  thefe  Medicines,  are  either  very  ignorant,  or  very  care- 
lefs;  for  it  requires  Labour  and  Study  to  be  well  acquainted 
with  them.  If  they  do  not  always  fucceed,  (as  there  is  no 
Remedy  infallible)  let  it  but  be  narrowly  look’d  into,  and  it 
will  be  found,  cither  that  they  were  not  well  prepar’d,  or 
that  they  were  unfeafonably  apply ’d  and  ill  tim’d ;  and  then 
his  the  Fault  either  of  the  Artiil  or  the  Phyfician,  and  not  of 
the  Medicines.  If  a  due  Regard  was  had  in  the  Adminiftra- 
tion  of  them,  to  all  the  Circumflances  of  Age,  Sex,  Strength, 
Climate,  Food,  Habit  of  Body,  the  Character  and  various 
Degrees  of  a  Difeafe,  the  Remedy  would  fucceed  better,  and 
not  be  made  a  Cloak  to  cover  the  want  of  Judgment  and 
Ability  either  in  the  Phyfician  or  the  Artift. 

The  Germans,  Hollanders ,  and  all  the  Northern  Inhabitants, 
efteem  fome  metalline  Tindbures  as  precious  Remedies,  fuch 
as  the  Lilium  Taracelfi ,  and  even  Lime-Water,  which  is 
given  inwardly  with  Milk  in  Holland  again#  the  Phtyfick, 
and  with  good  Succefs;  but  in  France ,  where  the  Air  is 
fharper,  and  the  Bodies  more  tender,  fuch  Remedies  are  not 
fo  fuccefsful,  by  reafbn  of  their  too  great  Acrimony.  Thofe 
of  both  Sexes  which  could  find  no  Relief  from  the  Wa¬ 
ters  of  Bourbon  and  Vichy ,  have  been  cur’d  by  the  W§ter  out 
out  of  the  Smith's  Forge:  Metals  and  Minerals  afford  us  all 
forts  of  Remedies,  and  it  is  the  Phyficians  Bufineis  to  apply 
them  at  Need.  But  it  may  be  farther  objedbed,  that  a  Di£ 
folvent  ought  to  be  homogeneous,  or  of  the  fame  Nature 
with  what  we  defign  to  diffolve.  Water  is  the  Difiblvent  of 
Salts,  Vegetables  are  more  aqueous  than  Metals  and  Minerals, 
they  will  confequently  be  more  proper  to  diflolve  Coagulati¬ 
ons  than  thefe  two  lafb,  becaufe  thofe  Coagulations  are  caus’d 
by  too  fixed  Salts  5  but  it  doth  not  always  hold  true,  that  they 
are  produc’d  by  Salts,  The  Geliy  of  Broth,  which  continues 
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liquid  as  long  as  it  is  warm,  grows  thick  as  it  grows  cold, 
and  its  Particles  ceafe  to  be  agitated  by  the  fwelling  Heat. 

The  Particles  of  fulphureous,  refinous,  gunimy,  oily,  and 
fat  Liquids,  extrafled  from  the  Animals  and  Vegetables  we 
feed  upon,  do  congeal  when  the  Heat  or  Motion  which  did 
caufe  their  Agitation  is  ceas’d.  Now  it  would  be  very  ri¬ 
diculous  to  pretend  to  diflblve  fuch  fulphureous,  refinous 
Subftances  by  an  aqueous  Difiolvent.  Among  all  the  Salts, 
there  is  but  one  which  is  an  acid  fixed  vitrioline  Salt,  that  can 
cau£e  any  Coagulation.  This  Salt  is  the  Principle  of  the  Hy~ 
pcondria ,  Yellow- Jaundice,  and  the  like.  Now  we  mufi 
take  great  Care  not  to  difiolve  this  Salt,  for  it  would  caufe 
very  great  Diforders  whenever  it  came  to  infufe  it  felf  into 
the  Liquids :  It  muff  be  fweeten’d,  and  abforb’d  in  fome  Me* 
tallick,  fuch  as  Iron,  and  then  carry’d  off  by  Purgatives. 
I  own,  that  our  chymical  Medicines  often  require  an  aqueous 
Vehicle,  which  may  facilitate  their  Accefs  into  the  coagu¬ 
lated  Liquids:  The  rapid  Motion  of  the  Particles  of  thefe 
Remedies  being  mix’d  with  the  Liquids,  feparates  and  dif- 
perfes  their  tenacious  and  vifcous  Particles,  and  gives  them 
fome  Share  of  their  A&ivity.  However,  we  don’t  pretend 
to  firike  out  of  the  Materia  Medica  all  the  Remedies  that 
are  not  either  metallick  ot  mineral,  there  are  fome  Cafes  in 
which  Vegetables  are  to  be  preferr’d;  we  only  affirm,  that 
Metals  and  Minerals  are  the  only  Remedies  capable  to  carry 
off  long,  obflinate,  and  defperate  Diftempers. 

It  will  perhaps  be  farther  objected,  that  fome  Cafes  require 
refrefhing  and  moi fining  Remedies.  I  grant  it  5  but  I  would 
likewife  obferve,  that  an  expert  Chymill  knows  how  to  ex¬ 
tract  fome  acid  Liquors  from  Minerals  and  Metals  calcin’d, 
and  expos’d  for  fome  time  to  the  Air,  and  afterwards  di- 
Hill’d  by  a  gentle  Heat:  Which  Liquors  are  very  moiflning 
and  refrefhing.  By  this  means  fome  are  extrafted  from  Iron, 
lome  from  Copper,  Tin,  Antimony,  Vitriol,  &c.  That 
which  is  drawn  from  Vitriol  has  fcarce  any  Tafie,  and  is  of 
great  Efficacy  in  Vomitings,  and  Inflammations  of  the  Reins, 
Bladder,  and  other  Parts;  and  in  Apoflumations  of  the  Womb,’ 
Liver  and  Spleen. 
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But,  after  al],  what  Difeafes  may  not  be  cur’d  without  the 
Help  of  HumeCfants,  and  what  Drought  will  not  be  allay’d 
By  moiffning  Aliments,  Water,  Barley,  Sweet  Almonds,  Let- 
ticc,  Purflane,  Prunes,  Currants,  And  if  thefe  fail,  thofe 
which  are  from  any  other  kind  of  Vegetables  will  prove  inef¬ 
fectual.  Neither  are  moiffning  Remedies  alone  fufficient  to 
recover  the  too  dry’d  Entrails,  but  the  dry’d  Membranes  will 
acquire  new  Vigour  by  proper  metalline  Medicines,  which 
increafe  their  Motion,  and  gently  contract  their  Fibres,  which 
will  therefore  more  cloiely  embrace  the  Aliments,  which  in- 
fenfibly  moiften  and  refrefh  them. 

If  it  be  farther  urg’d,  that  the  Subftance  of  the  Body  is 
loft  and  moiff,  and  the  Liquids  of  a  Sweetnefs  like  that,  of 
Milk,  and  that  Metals  and  Minerals,  on  the  contrary,  are  cor- 
rohve,  and  capable  of  caufing  great  Difbrders  in  the  Body; 
we  anfwer,  that  our  Defign  is  not  here  to  cry  down,  or  to 
forbid  abfolutely  the  Ufe  of  Vegetables  5  we  pretend  only  to 
affirm,  that  the  ufe  of  Metals  and  Minerals  is  more  efficaci¬ 
ous,  becauie  they  more  powerfully  excite  the  too  relax’d  Fi¬ 
bres  of  the  Membranes,  and  reflore  them  to  their  Tonick 
Motion,  which  we  can  hardly  expert  from  the  other  fort  of 
Medicines.  Varacdfus  has  taught  us,-  that  old  malignant  Ul¬ 
cers,  which  no  vegetable  Remedy  could  cure,  have  eafily 
yielded  to  Minerals.  What  Purer  Remedy  can  be  apply ’d  in 
the  Hyfocondria ,  inveterate  Melancholy,  the  Spleen,  Old 
faundice,  and  the  like,  than  Iron?  Vertigoes  tho’ never  fb 
obftinate,  Epilepfy,  and  continual  Head-Achs,  againft  which 
ail  Medicines  drawn  from  Vegetables  prove  ineffectual,  are 
nevertheiefs  remov’d  by  thofe  which  are  drawn  from  Cinaban 
The  Ufe  of  well  prepar’d  antimonial  Medicines  cures  the 
moft  inward  and  deepefl  Abceffes,  and  hidden  Fiflulas ;  where 
Vegetables  are  ineffectual.  If  we  ferioufly  confider  all  thefe 
things,  we  may  juftly  expeCt  very  great  Helps  from  well 
prepar’d  mineral  and  metalline  Remedies,  without  any  man¬ 
ner  of  Danger :  An  expert  Artift  knows  how  to  dived  them 
of  their  Corrofivenefs,  and  make  them  fafe  and  harmlefs. 

Another  Difficulty  may  be  rais’d,  viz,,  that  fince  the 
greateft  Fire  can  fcarce  melt  fome  Metals  and  Minerals,  much 
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Ids  will  the  moderate  Heat  of  the  Stomach  and  Bowels  be 
able  to  do  it.  Let  us  but  confider,  that  there  are  feveral  Mat¬ 
ters,  which  will  contract  themfelves,  and  grow  harder  with 
a  ftrong  Fire,  which  will  diflolve  with  a  moderate  Heat. 
Salts  of  different  Kinds,  expos’d  to  a  great  Fire,  will  hook 
one  in  another,  and  ftrongly  reunite  and  fuftain  the  molt  im<*. 
petuous  Force  of  Fire;  whereas,  if  you  but  mix  with  them 
the  Quadruple  of  Afhes,  or  any  other  Body  that  is  lomewhat 
hard,  they  will  diffolve  with  a  flow  and  gentle  Fire.  The 
feme  thing  happens  to  Metals  .  Salts,  Iron,  Copper,  Mercury, 
Antimony,  &c.  will  by  a  gentle  Decodiion  quickly  yield 
their  Tinctures  in  common  Water  ;  and  why  may  not  the 
iame  thing  happen  in  human  Bodies,  and  even  much  quicker, 
feeing  they  are  not  taken  till  they  have  been  very  much  open’d 
by  the  Chy miff’s  Labour?  We  eafily  grant,  that  Metals  have 
a  Virtue  altogether  fixed  5  and  that’s  the  Rcafon  why  they  are 
ib  fit  to  become  excellent  Diflolvents:  Their  Nature  can’t  re¬ 
ceive  any  Alteration  in  our  Bodies,  and  it  is  a  great  Misfor¬ 
tune  when  it  doth,  for  fuch  a  Change  ought  only  to  happen 
to  our  Food.  From  thence  arifes  another  Objection,-  viz. 
that  it  is  not  therefore  fate  to  ufe  fuch  powerful  Diflolve nts> 
when  we  are  apprehenfive  of  a  too  great  Colliquation,  whe¬ 
ther  from  the  Diflolvent,  or  from  the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe, 
Without  amuflng  our  felves  any  longer  with  fuch  Subtilties  ; 
We  own  it  true,  that  fuch  kind  of  Colliquations  happen  in 
Sciatick,  Phtyflck,  and  other  confumptive  Cafes.  We  may 
likewife  affirm  from  Experience,  that  fuch  Kinds  of  Diftem- 
pers  are  fbmetimes  cur’d  by  the  Phlegm  of  Vitriol,  and  by  a 
long  Ufe  of  well  prepar’d  Antimonials,  which  will  likewife 
cure  the  Ulcers  of  a  Fiflula.  Every  body  knows  the  Aatihu- 
ticum  of  Potter ,  which  is  of  fe  Angular  Ufe  in  the  Heftifes 
and  Phtifis,  and  is  only  a  Compound  of  Tin  and  Antimony. 
There  is  nothing  more  powerful  than  the  Terra  duieis  Vitriol/, 
after  its  Salt  is  taken  away,  to  cure  Ulcers,  Wounds,  and 
Hemorrhoids;  and  if  given  inwardly,  it  will  cure  Feavers, 
and  afluage  the  Pain  of  the  Gout,  cure  the  Dropfy,  Phtyflck* 
Ullcers  in  the  Bowels,  and  the  unnatural  Running  of  any 
kind  of  Humour.  The  Ros  Vitriol i  afluages  the  moll  violent 
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Pains  in  the  Head,  if  taken  for  feme  Days;  it  likewile  at- 
luages  the  burning  Heat  of  the  Blood,  and  fortifies  the  Brain 
and  Entrails.  Has  any  thing  hitherto  been  found  out  more 
efficacious  than  Allom  for  Wounds,  and  Hsemorrages  inward 
or  outward?  Can  any  Remedy  more  quickly,  more  fafely 
and  pleafantly,  quench  the  burning  Heat  of  a  Feaver,  diflolve 
a  troublelome  Phlegm,  and  flop  the  Violence  of  inflam’d 
Choler,  than  acid  Spirits,  other  wife  call’d  metallick  Vinegars? 
In  a  word,  the  Head-Ach  will  be  cur’d  by  the  Tin&ure  of  Sil¬ 
ver,  Obftrudfions  are  remov’d  by  Iron  and  Mercury,  hyfierick 
Paffions  by  Salt  of  Tin,  Inflammations  by  Salt  of  Lead,  all 
unnatural  Heats  by  the  Spirits  of  Vitriol,  of  Salt  and  Sulphur : 
In  fhort,  if  we  confider  things  thoroughly,  we  fhall  find  as 
many  Remedies  againft  chronick  Diftempers,  as  there  are 
Metals  and  Minerals,  and  with  this  difference,  that  Vegetables 
may  indeed  be  of  Service  in  the  firft,  but  that  there  is  hardly 
any  other  Help  againft  the  laft. 

Never  did  Hippocrates  contribute  more  to  the  Advance¬ 
ment  of  Phyfick,  and  the  Inftru&ion  of  Phyficians,  than 
when  he  gave  us  a  Hiftory  of  the  Difeafes  he  had  under  his 
Care,  and  h^as  inform’d  us  of  the  good  or  bad  Succefs  of  his 
Prefcription^.  He  writes  thole  Hiftories  with  fuch  Plainnefs 
and  honeft  Simplicity,  as,  in  the  Opinion  of  the  wileft  Men, 
turns  as  much  to  his  Honour,  as  his  great  Knowledge  and 
bright  Parts  have  commanded  their  Efteem.  This,  indeed, 
is  facrificing  one’s  Vanity  to  the  publick  Good,  a  Deed  which 
Men  of  a  lower  Genius  are  incapable  of;  none  But  thole 
whom  Nature  has  defign’d  to  become  really  great,  can  attain 
to  that  Heighth  of  Generofity.  What  Man  can  pretend  to 
fo  vaft  and  extenfive  Knowledge  as  this  Father  of  Phyfick  ? 
No  Man’s  Arrogance  as  yet  has  gone  lo  far.  Above  two 
thouland  Years  are  elaps’d,  during  which  this  Prince  of 
Phyficians  has  enjoy’d  this  Glory  without  a  Rival;  the  bright- 
eft  Men  of  all  the  lucceeding  Ages  having  only  afpir’d  to  the 
Honour  of  being  his  Difciples,  without  any  Hope  of  ever 
coming  up  to  him.  This  lo  univerfal  Efteem  is  a  con¬ 
vincing  Proof  that  it  is  founded  upon  fuch  an  Ability  as  no 
Map  has,  fince  him,  been  able  to  acquire.  But  why  fhould 
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fuch  a  Man  as  I  pretend  to  {peak  of  fuch  deep  Knowledge, 
to  which  the  whole  World  has  fubmitted?  I  fhould  think 
my  felf  very  happy  if  I  could  but  be  Mailer  of  the  fmalleft 
Portion  of  it.  When,  therefore,  I  imitate  Hippocrates  it! 
writing,  as  he  did,  the  Hiilory  of  my  Patients,  1  fet  afide 
his  Knowledge,  and  only  pretend  to  his  Sincerity  and  Ho- 
nefty 3  his  this  alone  I  value  my  lelf  upon.  I  quote  fb  many 
ocular  Witnefles  of  what  I  affirm,  who  could  fo  eafi.lycon- 
tradidf  me,  that  I  flatter  my  felf,  my  very  Enemies  will 
hardly  think  that  I  would  deceive  the  World,  and  gain  their 
Efteem  and  Confidence,  by  a  pack  of  Forgeries,  and  roman- 
tick  Accounts  of  Difeafes  and  Cures  that  were  never  per¬ 
form’d.  But  let  my  Enemies  fay  and  think  what  they 
pleafe  5  the  Teftimony  which  my  Conference,  and  io  many 
Persons  of  Honour,  fome  of  them  the  moll  dignify’d  of  the 
Faculty,  bear  me,  will  make  me  reft  fatisfy’d  both  as  to  the 
Truth  of  the  Faffs,  and  the  Faithfulnefs  with  Which  I  relate' 
them.  The  greateft  Truths,  and  fuch  as  are  now  acknow¬ 
ledg’d  by  all  the  learned  World;  have  fuffer’d  very  much  in 
the  Authors  of  their  Diffiovery;  fome  have  been  dragg’d  into 
the  Inquifition ;  others  have  rotted  in  {linking  Prifbns  3  others 
have  hardly  efcap’d  being  torn  in  pieces  by  the  Populace  3  who 
do  not  care  to  be  undeceiv’d,  or  to  be  told  that  there  are 
Ways  and  Methods  which  they  knew  not  3  they  think  if 
impoffible  they  fhould  have  been  in  an  Error  for  fome  Thou- 
fands  of  Years,  or  that  any  Man  fhould  at  laft  have  thought 
better  in  Phyfick  than  Ariftotle  did.  This  is  what  happen’d 
to  the  great  Des  Cartes ,  whole  Philofbphy.  as  we  obferv’d 
before,  met  with  great  Oppofition  3  till  at  length,  the  World 
was  forc’d  to  relent,  and  their  Pride  being  fallen  down  at 
the  Feet  of  this  great  Man,  they  have  own’d  that  they  had 
been  in  an  Error  till  he  undeceiv’d  them.  I  am  very  far  from 
thinking  that  I  have  done  in  Phyfick  what  that  great  Per- 
fbn  has  done  in  Natural  Philofophy.  My  whole  Merit,  if  I 
may  fo  call  it,  is,  that  I  have  taken  Pity  of  Mankind,  ex¬ 
pos’d  to  the  Fury  of  Mercury,  and  have  try’d  all  Means  to 
find  out  a  Way  of  curing  the  moft  grievous  of  all  Difeafes, 
without  running  the  Patient  into  Dangers,  or  expofing  hirr* 
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to  the  Terror  of  a  Remedy  which  is  more  cruel  than  the 
very  Dileale.  I  have  been  very  cautious  and  fearful  during 
the  firft  Years,  'whilft  under  the  Uncertainty  of  the  Event, 
but  it  has  continued  for  five  or  fix  Years  lo  luccefsful,  that  I 
may,  without  Temerity,  flatter  my  felf  that  my  Endeavours 
have  been  crown’d  with  Succefs 5  in  which  my  Confidence 
bears  me  witnels  that  I  have  always  aim’d  at  the  publick 
Good  more  than  my  own  Profit  5  and  this  the  World  will 
one  Day  be  convinc’d  of,  when  I  fhall  make  it  a  Prelent 
both  of  my  Remedy  and  Method.  How  great  will  be  my 
Happinefs,  to  leave  behind  me  a  late  Way  to  deliver  Mankind 
from  an  Evil  which  afiaults  him  in  the  very  Womb,  and  to 
do  it  without  Danger?  Let  us  now  begin  the  Thread  of  our 
Hiftory,  and  delcribe  the  Difeafe,  without  difcovering  the 
Patients,  or  even  mentioning  any  Circumlxances  which 
might  render  them  lufpeffed. 

In  the  Month  of  April ,  1716.  M.  de  Chirac  was  conlulted 
by  a  Lord  who  had  undergone  two  Salivations,  and  for  forty 
Days  had  taken  a  prodigious  Quantity  of  Diet-Drinks,  fo, 
much  cry’d  up  by  feveral  Perlons ;  which  did  not  hinder  his 
T  hroat  being  eaten  up  with  dreadful  U  leers,  nor  the  Condilo.mes  in 
the  Anus,  nor  th ePuflules  in  his  Arms,  Legs,  and  Thighs,  which 
join’d  to  a  cruel  Infomny,  had  almofi:  thrown  the  Patient  into 
Delpair.  M.  de  Chiral  advis’d  him  to  undergo  a  third  Sali¬ 
vation,  but  what  Likelihood  wa s  there  he  fhould  conlent  to 
it  ?  Being  defir’d  by  him  to  tell  what  he  thought  of  my  Re¬ 
medy,  his  Anfiwer  was,  that  he  thought  it  a  good  Palliative, 
but  incapable  of  eradicating  the  Difeafe.  The  next  Day  I 
had  a  Conference  with  M.  de  Chirac :  I  made  no  Difficulty 
of  acquainting  him  with  the  Compolitiqn,  upon  which  he  al¬ 
ter’d  his  Mind,  and  agreed  with  me  that  it  might  cure,  but 
that  Experience  would  foon  decide  it.  I  undertook  the  Gen¬ 
tleman,  whole  Phyfician  was  M.  Pournem,  Doffor  Regent  to 
the  Faculty  of  Paris ,  and  my  Patient  was  lo  thoroughly 
cur’d  in  Five  and  twenty  Days,  in  the  Sight  of  thole  two 
Gentlemen,  that  he  continues  Hill  in  perfect  Health. 

The  Mifirels  of  this  Lord,  who  was  become  blind,  and 
cover’d  with  a  kind  of  Leproly  from  Head  to  Foot,  was 
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cur’d  in  lels  than  a  Month,  and  the  moft  terrible  Symptoms 
dilappear’d  in  eight  Days. 

The  lame  Year  another  Lord,  who  had  run  from  Facul¬ 
ty  to  Faculty,  being  tormented  with  a  Venereal  Hypocon- 
dria,  which  had  joined  it  fell  to  the  other  Venereal  Symptoms, 
came  out  of  my  hands  perfectly  cur’d  in  a  Month’s  time. 

The  fame  Year  1716,  a  very  confiderable  Per  Ion  apply ’d 
liimfelf  to  me,  he  told  me  he  had  been  Salivated  twice  un¬ 
der  the  Conduit  of  the  greateft  Surgeon  in  the  Kingdom, 
that  fince  then  he  had  loft  his  Sight.  A  Tetter  fpread  it  felf 
from' his  upper  Lip  to  the  Sutura  Coronalis.  I  muft  own 
ingenuoufly,  that  I  had  but  fmall  Hopes  of  curing  him,  but 
I  was  lurpriz’d  to  find  that  my  Remedy  in  eight  Days  time, 
quite  took  away  his  Blindnefs  and  Tetter.  He  has  continu¬ 
ed  very  well  ever  fince.  M.  Bajfctt,  firft  Phyfician  to  his 
Highnefs  the  late  Duke  of  Berry ,  was  Witnefs  to  this  Cure. 

In  the  Year  1717,  a  Musketeer  own’d  to  me,  that  he  had 
had  two  Bubo’s  above  eight  Years,  which  being  ill  cur’d  had 
caus’d  feveral  Shankers,  and  a  Phimofis,  which  I  was  oblig’d 
to  cut.  At  his  delire  I  lay’d  him  down  in  a  Salivation, 
which  did  not  appear  till  he  had  been  anointed  feven  Times, 
proceeded  by  all  neceftary  Preparations.  His  Cale  became  lb 
terrible  that  the  Phylicians  I  call’d  to  him,  which  were  Mef- 
fieurs  Chirac ,  Fourneau,  and  BaJJat ,  were  amaz’d  at  it:  He 
continued  feventeen  Days  in  this  dreadful  Condition,  which 
can  hardly  be  imagin’d  lo  bad  as  it  really  was.  At  laft  I  rc- 
iblv’d  to  make  him  take,  though  with  great  Difficulty,  feme 
Grains  of  my  Salt  diftblv’d  in  a  proper  Vehicle,  and  in  half 
an  Hour  after,  he  fell  into  a  violent  Sweat,  and  Loofenefs,  but 
all  thefe  frightful  Symptoms  dilappear’d,  as  if-  it  had  been  by 
Enchantment,  and  only  a  gentle  Salivation  remain’d.  The 
Cure  was  happily  perfected,  and  feme  Officers  whom  I  dare 
not  name,  were  Witneflcs  of  this,  as  well  as  of  the  ingrati¬ 
tude  of  the  Patient’s  Relations. 

This  Year  Dr.  Fourneau  law  a  Child  not  above  9  Years 
of  age,  Malitia  pravenit  atatem ,  that  had  a  Clap,  Shankers, 
Gleet,  and  a  Chryftaline,  whom  I  throughly  cur’d  in  a  Months 
time,  of  which  Cure  the  laid  Dodor  was  an  Eye  witnefs, 
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The  fame  Year  a  Woman,  who  was  troubl’d  with  Shan- 
kers,  Puftules,  Exoftofes,  -£)£.  Corifulted  Mejfieurs  Fournean 
and  Bajfat  before  quoted  :  They  judged  her  incurable;  and 
yet  in  yo  days  time  1  fo  throughly  cur’d  her,  that  fhe 
owns  to  this  day  Ike  never  was  better  in  her  Life  ;  and  this 
without  any  Avocation  from  her  ufual  Bufinefs. 

In  1718,  a  Soldier,  the  Bridge  of  whole  Nofe  was  rotted, 
full  of  Ulcers,  &c.  was  cur’d  in  two  Months,  without  being 
hindred  from  performing  his  Duty  as  ufual.  Several  Lords 
who  knew  him  had  the  Curiofity  to  fee  him. 

The  fame  Year  a  charitable  Curate  of  a  very  large  Parifh 
in  Paris ,  recommended  to  the  Officers  of  Health  belonging 
to  the  Alms-Houfes,  a  poor  young  Woman,  whom  they 
judg’d  incurable,  and  fo  lent  her  back  again.  This  good  Pa¬ 
llor  lent  for  me,  and  in  ten  Days  time,  I  put  her  in  a  Con¬ 
dition  to  go  about  her  ufual  Bufinefs,  and  afterwards  fhe  was 
perfectly  cur’d. 

In  1719,  a  poor  Coachman  was  come  out  of  the  Hands 
of  fbme  of  the  Hofpital  Surgeons,  where  he  had  undergone 
a  Salivation,  loft  an  Eye,  had  feveral  Holes  in  the  Urethra, 
fo  that  his  water  run  from  him  infenfibly ;  he  had  Shankers, 
and  a  very  ftubborn  Infomny,  and  was  grown  fo  lean,  that 
he  was  really  frightful ;  this  was  all  he  got  by  Salivation. 
Him  I  reftor’d  to  fuch  a  perfect  Health,  that  he  now  ferves 
the  Couut  De  Brancas  as  Coachman. 

In  1720,  a  Woman  of  about  forty  Years  of  Age  came  to 
me,  whom  I  judg’d  to  be  in  a  Confumption,  and  incurable. 
The  next  Day  1  law  her  with  M.  De  Chirac  and  Fourneau , 
who  pronounced  her  Cafe  to  be  Venereal ;  but  though  I  could 
not  prefently  give  into  their  Opinion,  I  was  neverthelefs  foon 
convinced  both  of  my  Errour,  and  of  the  great  Penetration  of 
that  great  Phyfician.  The  Woman,  afhamed  to  be  fb  difco- 
vered,  own’d  that  about  Twenty  one  or  Twenty  two  Years  a* 
go,  fhe  had  a  Clap,  and  a  Shanker,  which  however  fhe  pre¬ 
tended  to  have  been  cur’d  of.  She  had  not  us’d  my  Remedy 
above  one  Month,  before  fhe  was  cur’d  of  her  pretended 
Phtifick,  and  convinced  of  her  miftake ;  This  made  ipe  to 
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look  upon  M.  Be  Chirac  to  be  one  of  the  greateft  Phyficiarfs 

of  this  Age.  She  had  gone  three  Years  with  her  Back  bent*1 
and  her  Legs  could  hardly  bear  her  weight:  I  gave  her  my 
kemedy,  twelve  Hours  after  which  fhe  brought  up  above  three- 
fcore  Worms,  and  Lome  time  after  fhe  began  to  walk  upright 
and  freely.  M.  Be  Chirac  would  be  an  Eye  witnefs  of  fo 
lingular  an  effect.  I  fent  the  Woman  afterwards  into  the 
Country  to  drink  new  Milk. 

In  1721,  In  the  Month  of  April ,  there  was  an  Officer  of  the 
King’s  Houfhold,  of  above  fifty  Years  of  Age,  who  had  been 
troubled  with  the  Pox  above  twenty  Years,  and  had  content¬ 
ed  himfelf  with  affiuaging  his  Pain  with  Palliatives,  which 
had  made  the  Difeafe  more  inveterate  and  ftubborn  5  He  was 
become  a  mere  Skeleton,  and  fbmetimes  would  fall  backward 
through  Excels  of  Pain,  when  he  only  let  his  Foot  on  the 
Ground:  M.  Baffat  was  his  Phyfician  :  I  refus’d  a  great 
while  to  undertake  him,  but  was  at  laft  overcome  by  his 
Perfuafions,  I  gave  him  my  Remedy,  and  twelve  Hours 
after,  he  was  taken  with  fuch  a  Deafnefs,  as  extremely  fur- 
priz’d  us.  I  fought  for  help  from  the  very  Remedy,  which 
had  caus’d  fuch  an  unexpected  Symptom :  I  gave  him  a  tre¬ 
ble  doze,  and  twelve  Flours  after  his  taking  it,  fuch  corrofive 
fuppurated  Matter  came  out  of  both  his  Ears,  and  in  fuch  a 
plentiful  manner,  that  it  gnawed  the  very  Skin.  He  recover¬ 
ed  his  hearing'  inftantly  5  eight  Days  after,  all  the  Symtoms 
vanifh’d,  and  the  Cure  Was  foon  after  perfected.  The  famous 
M.  Boclard ,  whole  very  name  founds  his  Praife,  fir  ft  Phyfi¬ 
cian  to  the  King,  faw  the  Gentleman,  queftioned  him,  and 
at  length  agreed  that  he  was  cur’d. 

A  Lady  that  had  been  ill  above  twerify  Years,  was  direct¬ 
ed  to  me  by  M.  Boudin ,  Counfelor  of  State,  and  Phyfician. 
in  ordinary  to  the  King,  and  firft  Phyfician  to  the  Queen> 
in  the  Month  of  Augufl  the  iaft  Year,  She  complained  of 
violent  Pains  in  her  Knees,  Legs,  and  Feet,  her  Legs  were 
exceffively  lean?  in  Winter  fhe  could  not  fleep  unlefs  fhe  had 
them  wrapt  in  Cloaths,  that  had  been  dipt  in  ithe  coldeft 
Water  3  and  in  Summer  the  warmeft  Fins  could  not  keep  them 
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Warm.  I  own  that  I  attributed  all  thele  whimfical  Symp¬ 
toms  to  an  hyflerick  Paflion.  I  made  ufe  of  feveral  Mede- 
cines  recommended  in  Each  Cafes  by  the  mod  famous  Pra¬ 
ctitioners,  but  without  any  Succefs  ;  on  the  contrary  fhe 
grew  worfe  and  worfe,  I  advis’d  the  Lady  to  have  a  Con¬ 
futation,  and  to  my  great  Satisfaction  (lie  nam’d  M.  De  Chirac? 
whom  Hie  faid  fhe  was  acquainted  with.  This  gireat  Man, 
having  had  an  account  of  every  thing,  told  me  that  I  had 
been  grofly  midaken,  as  many  other  Phyficians  had  been 
through  whole  Hands  the  Lady  had  paft,  and  that  her  di¬ 
stemper  was  the  Pox.  I  was  ftruck  with  Amazement  at  fiich 
a  Judgment,  not  knowing  his  Reafbns  for  paffing  it.  But 
he  made  me  fenfible  of  it,  and  I  no  longer  doubted  either  of 
the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe,  or  the  fuperior  knowledge  of  that 
great  Phyfician,  I  had  already  too  many  Proofs  of  it.  The 
Lady  no  lets  fiirpriz’d  than  I,  own’d  fhe  had  had  a  Clap  about 
twenty  Years  ago,  and  a  Shanker,  both  which,  fhe  faid,  had 
been  cur’d.  This  Confeflion  filenc’d  me  from  oppofing  any 
longer  M.  De  Chiracs  Opinion ,  and  I  was  fully  convinc’d 
of  it  by  the  fpeedy  Cure  of  the  Lady ;  for  fhe  us’d  my  Re* 
medy  but  one  Month,  and  fhe  is  entirely  free  from  even 
the  lead  degree  of  Pain. 

About  the  fame  Time  M.  Boudin ,  Phyfician  in  Ordinary 
to  the  King,  was  confulted  about  a  Girl  of  feven  Years  of 
Age*  who  had  a  virulent  Running,  almod  as  violent  as  any 
Woman  could  have  at  Twenty ;  fire  had  likewife  Shankers. 
M.  Boudin  was  pleas’d  to  call  me ;  upon  Examination  we 
found  that  her  Father  had  the  Pox  when  fhe  was  begotten* 

I  judged  her  incurable ;  M.  Boudin  was  not  of  my  Mind ;  I 
gave  her  my  Remedy,  and  fhe  is  to  all  appearance  perfectly 
Cur’d:  Time  will  fhow  it. 

Thefe  Indances  fhall  fuffice ;  not  but  I  could  produce  ma¬ 
ny  more,  but  if  this  Number  doth  not  convince  the  Pub* 
lick  of  the  Ufefulnefs  and  Efficacy  of  my  Remedy  and  Me¬ 
thod,  a  much  greater  would  not  do  it;  they  will  be  fatis- 
faCtory  to  thofe  who  are  capable  of  judging  without  Preju¬ 
dice  or  Padion ;  as  for  thole  who  buffer  them  (elves  to  be 
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carry ’d  away  by  Envy,  Partiality,  and  Animofity,  they  would 
refill  even  the  Evidence  of  Miracles'* 


QUESTION. 


Whether  there  be  fafer  Ways  of  curing  the  Venereal 
Difeafe  than  that  of  Salivation  l 

THIS  dreadful  Difeafe,  which  is  at  once  the  F ruit  and 
Punifhment  of  rafh  and  promifeuous  Lewdnefs,  feems 
to  conflrt  eflentially  in  a  fix’d  vitrioline  Acid}  which  difplays 
it  jfelf  fooner  or  later,  according  to  the  Age,  Sex,  Seafbns, 
and  the  Diverfi'ty  of  Diet  obferv’d  by  the  Patients.  This  vi¬ 
tiated  Ferment,  which  infedts  the  Humours,  corrupts  them 
very  quickly  in  ibme,  and  in  others  very  {lowly.  This  Lea¬ 
ven  corrupts  both  the  Liquids  and  Solids,  and  Trotheus  like, 
deceives  the  fmofl  Clear- lighted  and  Cautious.  Sometimes 
it  appears  like  a  Leprofy,  jfometimes  like  a  Scurvy,  and  the 
Phyfician  can  hardly  help  being  miflaken,  without  the  Con- 
feffion  of  the  Patient}  for  this  kind  of  Difeafe  receives  iss 
Origine  only  from  the  Commerce  of  both  Sexes  together, 
whereat  the  Leprofy  and  Scurvy  are  fometimes  caus’d  only 
by  an  irregular  Diet,  which  vitiates  the  Humours  in  the  firft 
Digeftion.  Let  a  difereet  Phyfician  fpare  as  much  as  pofiible 
the  Modefly  of  the  Patient,  let  him  diligently  compare  the 
Pathognomonicks  together,  and  how  every  one  of  them  be¬ 
gan  to  be  felt  by  the  Patient ;  for  he  muff  be  well  acquainted 


*  Pojfem  &  innumeratas  alias  ref  errs  Hijlorias:  Sed  Us  qui  Ocul/s  re  ft  it 
res  intuentur ,  quas  in  medio  adduximus  fatis  e£e  potermt :  Ii  vero  qui 
Qeulis  praditi  funt  perverfijjimis ,  non  modo  his  contents  non  erunt  fed 
Ktqtte  eas  videre  nut  audire  apertis  atque  integris  &  Ocfilis  &  ^Auribua 
potermt*  Marc.  Corn8Cchin(  Met.  in  Pulv,  iEgtot.  24, 
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with  the  Difference  of  thofe  Symptoms.  Authors  differ 
about  the  Original  of  thisDifeafe.  Some,  asFracaftorius  and 
.Leonicenusy  will  have  it  to  have  been  epidemical  from  its  firft 
Beginning,  and  that  it  had  one  common  Caufe,  and  that  tho* 
many  were  indeed  infeCted  with  it  by  Contact,  yet  many 
more  were  fo  without  it;  becaufe  all  Parts  of  Europe  were 
infeCted  with  it  almoft  at  the  fame  time.  Others  believe  it  to 
be  a  contagious  Diftemper,  which  has  lafted  above  one  hun¬ 
dred  and  fifty  Years,  without  being  therefore  epidemick,  but 
fporadick.  Many  will  have  it  to  have  been  brought  from 
America y  where  it  is  epidemick,  whether  from  the  Badnefs 
of  their  Waters,  of  their  Air,  or  of  their  Food;  and  that  the 
Spaniards  did  give  it  to  the  French  at  the  Siege  of  Naples  in 
the  Year  1495  or  1494.  Dr  Sydenham affirms,  that  it  came 
into  Europe  from  the  burning  Climates -of  Africa.  Some, 
laftly,  and  thefe  perhaps  think  moft  juftly,  affirm,  that  this 
Scourge  was  produc’d  from  the  Commerce  of  feveral  Men 
with  the  fame  Woman;  that  feveral  illuftrious Perions,  Kings, 
and  Emperors,  &c,  have  heretofore  been  afflicted  with  it. 
That  the  fpirituous  Sperms  of  different  Men,  being  difplay’d 
by  the  Heat  of  boths  Sexes,  fall  into  fuch  violent  Ferment, 
that  they  loofe  their  Texture ;  and  being  thus  mix’d  together, 
turn  into  a  kind  of  Pcifbn  of  a  particular  Nature:  So  that  if 
feveral  young  Men  in  perfeCt  Health  fhould  have  to  do  with 
the  fame  young  Woman,  tho’  as  found  and  healthy  as  they, 
yet  they  would  after  a  while  find  themfelves  infeCted  with 
this  Difeafe.  This  Conjecture  feems  more  plaufible  than  any 
thing  that  has  hitherto  been  advanc’d  concerning  the  Original 
of  this  Difeafe.  A  violent  cholerick  Paffion  fo  alters  the 
Texture  of  the  Blood,  that  it  becomes  one  of  the  moft  in¬ 
curable  Poifbns;  and  Hiftory  tells  us  of  Men  who  having  been 
bitten  by  a  Man  in  the  Tranfportof  Anger,  have  become  fu¬ 
rious,  and  died  raving  mad ;  and  why  may  not  the  Sperm 
contradt,  by  a  vitiated  Ferment,  the  Character  of  a  Poifbn  of 
a  peculiar  Species?  The  Effects  it  caufes  do  Sufficiently 
{hew  that  it  confifts  of  a  fixed  Acid,  nearly  refcmblingthatof 
Vitriol, 
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II.  All  the  Liquors  which  are  carried  through  the  Body  by 
Circulation,  are  more  or  left  infeiled  with  this  vitriolick 
Venom,  according  to  the  Strength  or  Weaknefs  of  the  Per¬ 
sons  Temper;  It deftroys  the  natural  Texture,  and  introduces 
into  it  a  Thicknefs,  and  corrofive  Acrimony,  which,  commu-; 
nicates  it  felf  infenfibly  into  the  folid,  the  glandulous,  car- 
nofe  and  nervous  Parts;  nay  the  very  Bones  aie  at  length  cor¬ 
roded  by  it:  In  a  word,  it  fhews  it  felf  by  fo  many  different 
Symptoms,  and  fuch  cruel  ones,  that  the  very  Soul  partakes 
of  it,  and  feels  Variety  of  Pains.  The  only  Principle  of  fb 
many  Evils  is  a  fmall  Quantity  of  Poifon,  which  infers  only 
as  a  poifon’d  Breath;  for  what  Quantity  of-  Poifon  can  a 
Viper  communicate  by  biting?  What  doth  a  feabby  Perfbn 
communicate,  or  one  that  has  the  Small-Pox?  Neverthelefs 
that  little  Leaven  doth  fo  fwell  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood, 
that  it  would  be  iufficient  to  infeil  all  Mankind;  juft  as 
Light,  which  communicates  it  felf  without  any  Diminution, 
The  Chara&er  of  this  Poifoa  is  fuch,  that  it  turns  into  its 
own  Nature  all  the  Humours  of  the  Body,  infomuch  that 
both  the  Blood  and  Humours  become,  in  their  turn,  a  Poifon 
equal  to  the  firft.  If  we  ferioufly  attend  to  the  Symptoms 
of  this  cruel  Difeafe,  they  will  anfwer  the  Idea  of  a  fix’d 
corrofive  and  predominant  Acid.  This  Venom  doth  imme¬ 
diately  infinuate  it:  felf  into  the  Genitals,  which  are  fwell’d  by 
the  Pleat  of  the  Paftion  excited  by  an  impetuous  Orgafmus 
of  the  Humours;  which  being  once  ceas’d,  the  Veffels 
which  were  fwell’d  during  the  Time  of  Ailion,  fall  and  con- 
trail  themfelves  again,  by  which  they  flop  and  retain  the  ve«* 
nemous  Particles;  thefe  in  their  Abode  attack  the  carnofe 
Parts,  where  they  caufe  Swellings  and  Inflammations;  the 
Lympha  winch  iffues  out  of  the  Glands  becomes  infpilfated, 
and  from  thence  virulent  Gonorrhoeas  and  Shankers  are  pro¬ 
duc’d. 

i.  ,i  ■  I  , 

The  Great -Pox  fhews  it  felf  fooner  or  later,  according  to 
the  different  Degrees  of  Acrimony  in  the  Venereal  Virus ,  and 
the  ftronger  or  lofer  Texture  of  the  Genitals  :  Puftules  begin 
to  appear :  A  Liquor  fometimes  of  a  greenifh,  fometinies  of 
a  yellow .ifh  Colour,  iffues  out:  The  Puftules  turn  into  Ulcers, 
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which  daily  become  deeper,  and  more  callous  about  the  Bor¬ 
ders:  And  the  Excoriation  of  the  Ulcers  caufe  the  Scaldingof 
the  Urine,  and  very  often  a  Stoppage  of  it.  All  this  while 
Nature  flill  endeavours  to  reftore  the  corroded  Parts,  but  no¬ 
thing  but  a  ipongy  Flefh  is  form’d  thereby,  which  loon  flops 
the  Paflages  of  Urine.  At  length  the  Patient  luffers  intolera¬ 
ble  Pains  in  the  Genitals,  and  the  Poilbn  inflifes  it  {elf  into 
all  the  Humours,  and  begins  to  produce  new  Symptoms, 
fnch  as  Wearinefs,  Numnefs,  flying  Pains  in  the  Head, 
lometimes  in  one  Part,  fometimes  in  another,  the  Face  be¬ 
comes  of  a  livfd,  and  fometimes  a  greenifli  Palenefl,  with  a 
Bluenefs  under  the  Eyes,  like  .that  of  a  young  Woman  at 
certain  Periods}  the  Face  Swells,  the  Hands  and  Feet  are  ex¬ 
tremely  hot  in  Winter,  an  obflinate  Infomny,  and  Refllefhels 
all  the  Night,  an  extraordinary  Lazinefs,  and  melancholy  Sad- 
nefs,  do  torment  by  turns  thole  milerable  Vidlims.  The 
whole  lymphatick  Mafs  inlenfibly  thickens,  the  Groins  are 
tormented  with  Tumours,  and  all  the  Glands  are  choak’d  up 
with  the  inlpiflated  Serum  \  Scabs  and  Warts  with  a  yellow 
Circle,  not  unlike  that  of  the  Pieces  of  a  Honey-Comb,  ap¬ 
pear  very  plentifully,  and  this  Yellownefs  is  the  chief  and 
only  Symptom  by  which  we  can  dilcern  the  Pox  from  a  Le- 
proly  or  Scurvy }  for  in  every  thing  elle  they  are  alike.  At 
length  the  Violence  of  the  Pain  increafes  to  fuch  a  Degree, 
that  the  Patient  can  no  longer  keep  his  Bed :  The  Bones  are 
gnaw’d  by  the  Acrimony  of-  the  coagulating  Acid:  They 
{well,  and  in  time  entirely  rot,  the  other  Parts  of  the  Body 
are  gnaw’d  by  phagedenick  Ulcers,  efpecially  the  Glands  of 
the  Palate,  and  the  Cartilage  of  the  Nole,  which  fometimes 
is  quite  broken  by  them.  When  the  OElbphagus  is  ruin’d 
by  thofe  Ulcers,  it  leaves  a  ftrange  and  very  difagreeable 
Hoarlhels,  no  looner  are  the  Glands  and  the  Pores  perifh’d, 
but  the  Hair  begins  to  fall  off,  and  the  milerable  Patient  goes 
flooping  and  daggering,  and  groaning  with  Anguifh,  and  is 
reduc’d  to  a  meer  Skeleton.’  Who  can  deny  but  all  thele 
Symptoms  are  convincing  Proofs  that  the  Difeale  is  caus’d 
by  a  powerful  fix’d  Acid,  nearly  refembling  that  of  Vitriol? 
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III.  Now  this  pernicious  Salt,  the  fatal  Caufe  of  fo  many 
dreadful  Symptoms,  may  be  expell’d  by  fafer  and  more  agree, 
able  Means  than  that  of  Salivation,  which  can't  deliver  the 
Patient  but  by  the  Help  of  two  others,  viz.  Bathing,  and 
light  Broths 3  or  a  moiP  Diet,  by  which  the  Coagulation  of 
the  Blood  and  Humours,  caus’d  by  that  Salt,  muft  be  broken 
and  diflolv’d;  and  unlefs  the  Patient  be  thus  difpos’d,  all  the 
Force  of  the  Mercury  will  be  hinder’d  and  broke,  by  the  too 
Prong  Coagulation  of  the  Humours ;  and  the  Phyfician  will 
find  it  very  difficult  to  overcome  the  Stubbornnefs  of  the 
DiPemper,  and  be  forc’d  to  ufe  feveral  Ounces  of  Mercury; 
whereas  if  the  Patient  has  been  prepar’d  by  iiich  refrefhing 
Broths,  &c.  fome  Drachms  of  it  will  be  Efficient  to  raiie  a 
Salivation,  when  feveral  Ounces  will  hardly  effedf  it  without 
iiich  a  Preparation.  This  is  the  physical  Modus  by  which 
this  Pubborn  Coagulation  is  form’d :  The  Blood  is  eflentially 
of  the  lame  Nature  with  Milk :  The  more  powerful  the  Salt  i$? 
which  turns  the  Milk,  the  Pronger  Coagulation  it  caulesf* 
But  the  Venereal  Acid  is  very  like  that  which  turns  Milk;  it 
thickens  the  Blood  by  little  and  little,  and  by  degrees  imprints 
its  Nature  and  Character  into  it ;  hence  it  happens  that  the 
Blood,  which  before  was  very  pure,  doth  in  time  become  a 
Poilbn  capable  of  infecting,  as  well  as  that  was,  by  which  it 
ielf  was  infected.  The  thing  happens  mechanically  thus; 
the  Venereal  Poilbn  Being  infus’d  into  the  Blood,  doth  cauie 
there  by  degrees  a  vitiated  Ferment,  w  hich  terminates,  like  all 
other  Fermentations,  in  a  Prong  Coagulation.  The  volatile 
Salts  of  the  Blood  at  firP'refiP  for  a  while,  and  keep  the 
Sulphurs  of  it  in  a  kind  of  Fufion,  by  the  Rapidity  of  their 
Motion;  and  as  long  as  this  Motion  laps,  lo  long  will  the 
Per  ion  continue  in  Health,  a*id  is  not  as  yet  lenfible  of  any 
Alteration  within  him,  neither  doth  he  in  the  leap  fulpedl  his 
having  fuch  a  cruel  Enemy  lodg’d  in  his  Bofom,  In  the 
mean  while  the  Sulphurs  of  the  Blood  do  by  little  and  little,  and 
by  degrees,  lofe  their  Motion,  and  coagulate;  and  the  volatile 
Salts  move  more  {lowly;  ’tis  then  that  the  firft  Aflaults  of 
the  Bifeafe  begin  to  fpoil  the  natural  Functions,  and  to  cauie 
a  great  Heaviness,  a  continual  Drowzdnefs  and  Sleepinefs,  an 
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invincible  Laiinefs  and  Wearinefs,  which  are  as  the  Fore¬ 
runners  of  this  terrible  Diftemper:  The  Blood  being  grown 
very  thick,  circulates  with  Difficulty,  and  the  Ferment,  it  la¬ 
bours  under,  entirely  breaks  its  Texture,  as  well  as  that  of  alj 
other  Humours 5  or  to  exprefs  it  better,  their  Texture  is,  as 
it  were,  torn  into  Pieces  or  Clods,  and  diflolv’d  into  a  fharp 
burning  Serum.  Immediately  the  fharp  Edges  of  the  fixed 
Salts,  which  are  predominant  in  the  Blood,  do  gnaw  its  Prin¬ 
ciples  by  their  great  Acrimony,  and  fbon  after  fall  foul  upon 
the  Flefh  and  Bones.  The  Clods  which  were  caus’d  by  the 
Coagulation  of  the  Blood,  fettle  themlelves  in  the  Pores  of 
the  Skin,  and  there  caufe  unfightly  Scabs;  after  which  thole 
fixed  Acids  gnaw  the  Fibres  of  the  Skin:  Then  follow  very 
dreadful  callous  Ulcers,  the  Bones  are  likewife  gnaw’d  with 
a  kind  of  Aqua  Fort  is,  their  Fibres,  tho5  never  lo  firm  and 
hard  before,  yield  at  laft  to  the  Activity  of  the  Poilon,  and 
are  deftroy’d ;  and,  in  a  word,  the  whole  Body  falls  into  Rot- 
tennels. 

IV.  Nature  has  contriv’d  leveral  Ways  to  purge  the  Blood 
of  its  Impurities,  viz.  the  Reins  and  the  inteftinal  Glands. 

It  will  not  be  improper  here  to  explain  more  fully  this  laft 
Way  of  Evacuation,  in  order  to  undeceive  thole  which  think 
any  other  more  uleful  and  beneficial  than  this,  and  prefer  that 
which  is  made  by  the  Reins,  by  Sweat,  and  by  the  lalivary 
Vefiels,  to  that  which  is  made  by  the  Bowels.  Feyerius  was 
the  firft  that  difcover’d  the  inteftinal  Glands,  and  their  Offices, 
which  he  lays,  is  to  furnifh  the  Chyle  with  a  Lympha  to  di¬ 
lute  it.  He  farther  affirms,  that  it  is  from  this  Spring  that 
the  great  Quantity  of  Matter  which  is  voided  by  Purgatives 
comes.  Others  deny  it,  on  account  of  the  Unlikelihood  there 
is  that  a  Spring  which  appears  lo  Email  ffiould  afford  luch 
Quantity  of  Humours;  but  they  are  certainly  m iftaken,  as 
we  ffiall  foon  make  it  appear.  ScmBorius  has  demonftrated, 
that  the  Evacuation  which  is  made  through  the  Skin,  and 
call’d  infenfible  Perlpiration,  compar’d  to  that  which  is  made 
by  the  Bowels,  is  as  one  to  ten;  i.e.  if  in  twenty  four 
Hours  this  laft  amounts  to  four  Ounces,  fix  Drachms,  and 
twenty  four  Grains;  the  other,  viz,  by  Perlpiration,  will 
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amount  to  forty  eighr  Ounces.  And  here  ’tis  to  be  obfervkh 
that  the  Evacuation  which  is  made  by  the  Bowels  is  vaftly 
different  from  that  which  is  made  by  their  Glands.  The  Fa- 
brick  of  the  Skin  is  very  like  that  of  the  Entrails,  for  in  both 
the  Microfcope  dif covers  an  innumerable  Quantity  of  Glands; 
but  in  order  to  a  more  plentiful  Excretion  by  the  Bowels, 
Nature  has  thrown  a  vaft  Quantity  of  fanguinary  Veffels 
upon  their  Tunick.  The  Surface  of  the  Bowels,  compar’d  to 
that  of  the  Skin,  doth  above  doubly  exceed  it ;  but  becaufe 
there  are  fewer  Glands  in  the  Entrails  than  in  the  Skin,  we 
may  fuppofe  the  Evacuation  which  is  made  through  the 
Bowels,  compar’d  to  that  which  is  made  through  the  Skin; 
to  be  as  four  to  one.  If>  for  inftance,  Perforation  doth  in 
one  Hour  evacuate  forty  eight  Ounces,  the  Bowels  will  eva¬ 
cuate  but  twelve.  Their  Glands  are  much  larger  than  thofe 
of  the  Skin,  which  clearly  {hews  that  thofe  Glands  are  more 
than  fufficient  for  all  natural  and  ordinary  Evacuations :  But 
the  Lympha  which  is  filtrated  through  thofe  Glands,  is  very 
far  from  being  wholly  precipitated  and  caff  out  with  the  Ex¬ 
crements;  it  re-enters  into  the  Mafs  of  the  Chyle  through 
the  la&ea’i  Veffels,  and  from  thence  into  the  whole  Mafs  of 
Blood.  Experience  {hews  us,  that  when  there  is  no  Chyle 
to  fill  the  lafteal  Veins,  they  are  found  full  of  this  Lympha; 
but  when  the  Bowels  are  ftimulated  by  any  Purgative;  they 
not  only  throw  out  the  groffer  Excrements,  but  likewife  all 
the  Liquor  that  is  filtrated  by  the  Glands  of  the  Bowels  5  and 
this  Evacuation,  thus  procur’d  by  a  Cathartiek,  is  four  times 
greater  than  the  natural  one.  Purgatives  have  two  Ways  of 
operating,  viz,  by  ftimulating  the  Bowels,  and  giving  the 
Blood  a  quicker  Circulation;  this  is  the  Way  that  the  more 
violent  Sorts  of  Purgatives  do  operate.  When  they  ftimujatc, 
the  inward  Tunick  of  the  Bowels,  they  not  only  force  out  of 
the  Glands  the  Lympha  that  refides  in  them,  but  likewife  all 
other  Humours;  tor  as  there  is  no  Obftacle  in  the  Orifice  of 
thofe  Glands,  but  they  afford  a  freer  and  eafier  Pafiage  than 
any  other  Way,  the  Blood  runs  thither  with  fome  Rapidity, 
„  and  pretty  much  after  the  fame  manner  as  the  Serum  comes 
plentifully  to  the  Place  of  the  Skin,  where  a  Blifler  has  been 
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apply ’d.  The  more  fubtle  Parts  of  a  Cathartick  ha  hen  the 
Circulation  of  the  Blood,  by  ffimulating  the  inward  Tunicks 
Of  the  Veins  and  Arteries,  and  by  difiolving  the  Blood  if  it 
happens  to  be  vifcous.  The  Heat  which  attends  a  flrong 
Purgative,  the  Vigoroiifnefs,  Fullncfs,  and  Rapidity  of  the 
Pulfe,  are  convincing  Proofs  that  it  operates  in' the  manner 
We  have  been  defcribing.  But  in  order  to  underhand  more 
fully  what  Quantity  of  Matter  tlie  Blood  ddth  fiirnifh  in 
Purges,  when  it  is  become  more  rapid  by  a  Cathartick,  it 
will  be  fufficient  to  know,  that  according  to  the  Calculation 
of  fome  Moderns,  the  Meflenterick  Arteries  carry  into  the 
Bowels  every  Hour  four  hundred  Ounces  of  Blood,  befides 
that  which  fome  Branches  of  the  Cceliac  Artery  bring  thither. 
The  natural  and  ufual  Excretion  which  is  made  of  it  doth 
not  amount  to  above  twelve  Scruples  5  but  if  the  Purgative 
doth  doubly  increafe  the  Rapidity  of  the  Circulation  of  the 
Blood,  this  Execretion  will  amount  tb  twenty  four  Scruples 
an  Hour,  and  to  thirty  fix  Scruples  if  the  Rapidity  Be  trebly 
increas’d;  for  we  then  fuppofe,  not  wirhout  reafon,  that  the 
Diameter  of  the  Orifices  of  the  Glands  of  the  Bowels  is 
double  what  it  was,  efpecially  if  the  Purge  be  ftrong,  for 
then  the  Excretion  of  thofe  Glands  will  amount  to  one  hun¬ 
dred  forty  four  Scruples  every  Hour;  /.  e.  be  twelve  times 
greater  than  the  natural  ordinary  one.  To  this  you  may  add/ 
that  the  Blood  being  diffolv’d  by  the  Purgative,  doth  furnifh 
ftill  more,  by  reafon  of  the  Facility  which  its  Thinncfs  gwes 
it  to  part  with  its  ferous  Parts.  According  to  this  Compu¬ 
tation,  in  eight  Hours,  which  is  the  Time  of  the  Operation, 
about  forty  eight  Ounces  of  Matter  may  come  out  of  the 
inteftinal  Glands.  The  Evacuation  of  the  Gholer  is  likewife 
worth  our  Confideratiorr  here.  Some  learned  Anatomids 
affirm,  that  about  two  Drachms  of  it  come  from  the  Liver 
eVery  Hour;  which  Quantity  will  be  increas’d  to  fix  Diachms, 
if  the  Blood’s  Rapidity  be  trebled  by  the  Purgative;  thenctf 
comes  that  great  Quantity  of  Gholer  which  is  brought  away 
by  Purges':  Obferve  here,  that  the  quicker  and  more  abun¬ 
dantly  the  Choler  flows,  the  more  liquid  it  becomes.  Not 
to  reckon  the  pancreatick  Juice,  nor  the  groffer  Excrements, 
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we  may,  with  reaion,  affirm,  the  Matter  that  is  voided 
during  the  Operation  cf  a  Purge,  to  amount  to  four  Pounds 
and  half.  But  becaufe  all  the  Vefiels  contribute  fbmething* 
and  their  Diameters  are  double  their  common  Widenefs,  we 
may'  ftill  reckon  this  Quantity  to  be  greater  than  we  have  cal¬ 
culated  it.  But  if  the  Purge  be  fixong,  and  the  Blood  circu¬ 
lates  with  greater  Rapidity  than  ufual,  if  the  Vefiels  are  con- 
fiderably  dilated,  this  Excretion,  which  is  made  through  the 
Glands,  will  be  much  greater  than  we  have  reckon’d  it.  The 
Cholera  Morbus ,  caus’d  by  eating  of  early  ripe  Fruits,  or  by 
any  other  Crudity,  is  a  pregnant  Infiance  of  it  5  the  Quantity 
of  Humours  voided  in  this  Sicknefs,  being  almofi:  incredible* 
and  the  Quantity  of  Matter  which  is  dilcharg’d,  whether 
by  a  fymptomatick  or  critical  Evacuation,  fufficiently  ihews 
how  much  the  Orifices  of  the  Glands  are  capable  of  being 
dilated.  What  is  voided  by  infenfible  Perfpiration,  difcharges 
it  fell  often  by  thole  inteftinal  Glands,  and  then  that  Evacua¬ 
tion  will  be  ten  times  greater  than  the  ufiial  one  which  is 
made  through  thole  very  Glands:  So  necefiary  it  is  that  thole 
Glands  fiiould  be  always  kept  open’d,  that  whenever  there 
happens  any  Obftru&ions  in  them,  there  follows  a  mortal 
Conftipation,  or  that  which  is  call’d  the  Coeliack  Difeaie,  and 
the  Bodies  of  thofe  who  die  of  it  fufficiently  demonfixate  fiich 
Qbftrudtions.  From  all  that  has  been  laid,  we  may  plainly 
fee  how  ufeful  the  Operation  of  Purgatives  is,  to  open  the 
Orifices  of  the  la&eal  Veins,  the  inteftinal  Glands,  thole  of 
the  Liver,  Pancreas,  and  of  the  very  Reins  5  and  what 
Quantity  of  Matter  may  be  difcharg’d  from  them  in  the 
Space  of  about  eight  Hours,  which  is  near  the  Time  of  the 
Purges  operating}  efpecially  when  it  attenuates  the  Blood  by 
its  moft  fubtle  Salts  and  Sulphurs.- 

Let  us  now  examine  the  Ways  of  infenfible  Perfpiration, 
and  thole  of  Salivation,  and  by  fiich  an  Exarnen  we  hope  we 
fhall  be  able  to  fhew  that  there  are  other  Ways  to  cure  the 
Venereal  Difeafe  befides  that  of  Salivation,  and  that  they  are 
]efs  dangerous  and  painful}  and  then  to  prove  that  they  are  at 
leaf!  as  fafe  and  fiire,  when  the  necefiary  Precautions  have 
been  taken , 
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The  whole  Skin  is  nothing  but  a  tendinous  Net,  confifl* 
ing  of  three  Kinds  of  Veflels,  viz,.  Arteries,  Veins,  and 
Nerves :  It  abounds  with  numberlefs  Glands  call’d  Miliares , 
interfpers’d  amongft  thole  VelTels  which  are  defign’d  for  the 
Secretion  and  Difcharge  of  the  Matter  of  Sweat  and  Perlpi- 
ration. 

I  cannot  forbear  adding  fome  new  Oblervations,  to  thole 
I  have  already  made,  on  the  manner  by  which  the  Bowels 
free  the  Blood  from  any  Impurities  that  might  corrupt  it. 
The  Bowels  (as  we  oblerv’d  a  little  before)  are  cover’d  with 
Veins  and  Arteries,  which  Ipread  themlelves  over  their  in¬ 
ward  Tunick,  whence  they  extend  themlelves  over  the  Tu- 
nick  which  is  next  under  it,  which  is  call’d  Carnofe.  By 
means  of  lo  many  Veflels,  a  greater  Quantity  of  Blood  is 
carried  into  the  Bowels  than  is  neceflary  for  their  Nourifh- 
mentj  ’tis  this  Blood  that  lupplies  the  inteftinal  Glands  with 
a  peculiar  Lympha,  which  lerves  to  perfect  the  Chyle.  This 
inteftinal  Juice,  which  is  lomewhat  vifcous,  belides  leverai 
other  Ules  we  have  already  mention’d,  lerves  to  cover  the 
inward  Partitions  of  the  Bowels,  and  to  defend  them  from 
the  Acrimony  of  the  alimental  Salts.  When  that  Lympha 
has  been  filtrated  by  the  glandulous  Tunick  of  the  Bowels,  it 
falls  into  little  Concavities,  and  thence  into  the  great  Channel 
of  the  Bowels,  being  aflifted  by  the  Motion  of  the  nervous 
Fibres,  which  form  the  verficular  and  valcular  Web  of  the 
glandulous  Tunick,  which  covers  the  inward  Part  of  the 
Bowels j  by  this  Motion  of  the  nervous  Fibres  of  the  intefti- 
jial  Glands,  Purgatives  are  confiderably  increas’d,  by  the  Irri¬ 
tation  which  they  caufe  in  them,  the  Glands  ftrain  and  lepa- 
rate  the  Quantity  of  Lympha  and  Seram  which  are  voided  by 
Purgatives, 

The  third  great  Way  of  Evacuation  is  by  Urine'  When  a 
Sweat  ccafes,  or  Perforation  abates,  it  is  fupply’d  by  the 
Reins;  their  Glands  having  Diameters  large  enough  to  receive 
the  grofleft  Excrements  of  the  Blood,  which  cannot  get  ou* 
through  the  Skin  when  its  Pores  are  too  ftrait. 

As  long  as  thefe  general  Ways  of  Excretion  freely  perform 
jt^eir  Fup&ion,  fo  long  a  Man  continues  in  good  Health,  and 
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all '  manner  of  Difeafes,  whether  acute  or  chronicle,  maybe 
curd,  and  the  Leprofy,  Hypocondria,  Scurvy  or  any  other 
obrtinate  Difeafe,  will  be  marter’d  at  laid.  Why  then  fhould 
the  Pox  alone  be  able  to  refill:  all  thole  means  which  Nature 
has  appointed  for  our  Relief?  This  cruel  Diieafe  as  ftubborn 
as  it  is  would  at  length  yield  to  an  obrtinate  and  well  follow¬ 
ed  Method.  Let  but  a  Phyfician  follow  exadfly  the  lame 
Laws  as  Nature  doth,  and  he’ll  foon  be  convinc’d.  When  one 
undertakes  to  cure  a  Patient  of  the  Pox  by  Salivation,  it  takes 
up  thirty,  forty,  fifty  days,  and  lometimes  more,  to  perfedt 
he  Cure  by  this  Way:  Let  us  fpend  that  Time  in  dertroying 
his  Matter  by  Perforation,  by  Sweat  or  Stool,  according  as 
he  Phyfician  finds  it  necefiary  to  ufe  one  or  more  of  thele 
Ways.  The  good  Succefs  which  has  attrnded  my  Remedy, 
will  I  hope  encourage  the  improving  and  perfecting  of  this 
new  Method,  which  is  free  from  the  terrible  Danger  of  Sa¬ 
livation.  Let  the  Humours  be  made  fluid  by  bathing,  and 
by  a  cooling  and  moiltening  Dyet,  and  they’ll  be  loon  divert¬ 
ed  of  their  Poilbn.  A  well  contriv’d  and  well  prepar’d  Re¬ 
medy  will  by  degrees  loofen  the  too  rtrong  Contexture  of  the 
Blood,  and  reftore  it  to  its  natural  Fluidity.  Fit  and  proper 
Diaphoretics,  Diuretics  and  Cathartics,  well  and  prudently 
manag’d,  will  at  length  undeceive  the  World  that  Salivation  is 
not  the  only  Remedy  for  that  Difeafe  3  and  that  neither  Mercury 
of  it  fclfi  nor  Salivation,  have  any  ipecifick  Virtue  to  cure  it, 
its  wonderful  Effedcs  being  entirely  mechanical.  The  whole 
Mafs  of  infedted  Blood,  as  great  as  it  is,  will  be  exhaurted  in 
Twenty-five  or  Thirty  Days  by  Salivation.  The  Quantity 
of  Saliva-,  at  leaft  for  the  firrt  five  or  fix  Days,  amounts  to 
eight  Pounds  fer  Diem,  fb  that  the  whole  Mafs  of  Blood, 
which  is  pretended  to  be  about  Twenty-five  Pounds,  is  en¬ 
tirely  renew’d,  and  the  new  that  fucceeds  it  is  much  purer. 
It  happens  often  however,  that  if  any  of  the  old  Leaven,  tho’ in 
never  fo  fmall  a  Quantity,  is  left  behind,  the  Scabs  and  other 
Symptoms,  which  by  means  of  the  Salivation  had  difappear’d, 
v.  g.  in  the  Month  of  May,  and  will  come  again  in  the 
-Month  of  OBober,  which  throws  the  Patients  into  a  great 
•  Condonation,  but  will  fright  none  but  an  unskillful  Phy- 
;  .  fician 
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ftcian;  for  thefe  venereal  Relicks  may  be  eafily  carry’d  off  by 
proper  Purges. 

From  thofe  Principles  we  have  been  laying  down,  we  may 
draw  the  following  Confequences :  The  Operation  of  a  pur¬ 
ging  Salt,  which  lafts  about  eight  Hours,  will  draw,  in  that 
Time  from  the  inteftinal  Glands,  three  Pounds  or  Forty- 
eight  Ounces  of  Lympha,  which  comes  pretty  near  the 
proportion  of  eight  Pounds  of  Saliva,  voided  by  Salivation 
in  Twenty-  four  Hours,  during  the  firft  five  or  fix  Days. 
Let  an  able  Phyfkian  excite  and  keep  up  likewife  for  five  or 
fix  Days,  the  Excretion  of  the  inteftinal  Glands,  and  he  will 
carry  off  the  Venereal  Poifbn  as  fiirely,  and  with  lefts  Cruelty 
and  Danger  of  the  Patient’s  Life ;  This  I  am  convinc’d  of  by 
the  experience  of  fteveral  Y  ears.  Let  but  Hypocrates  great 
Rules  concerning  Purgations  be  exadlly  follow’d,  which  is 
that  in  Order  to  purge  well,  you  muft  make  the  Humour 
very  Fluid,  let  this  Fluidity  be  kept  up,  as  long  as  there  is  a 
neceffity  for  purging,  and  you  will  fbon  fee,  with  admiration, 
how  exadfly  the  Succefs  anfwers  to  my  reafoniiig.  Can  we 
imagine  that  all  thefte  great  Ways,  which  Nature  has  appoint¬ 
ed  to  difcharge  the  Blood  both  of  its  Superfluities,  and  of 
every  thing  elfe  that  may  hurt  it  j  fhall  be  proper  to  carry 
off  all  forts  of  Difeafes  incident  to  humane  Nature,  and  that 
the  Pox  fhall  be  the  only  one  that  muft  be  excepted  ?  There 
is  ftomething  fo  whymfical  and  fhocking  in  fiich  a  thought, 
that  one  can’t  forbear  being  fturpriz’d  at  it,  that  during  fo  ma¬ 
ny  Ages,  there  fhould  not  be  one  (as  we  know  of,  unlefs 
fome  wretched  Mountebanks,  whole  Promifes  being  always 
greater  than  their  Knowledge,  never  fail  to  deceive  thofe  who 
trull  themftelves  in  their  Hands)  that  there  fhould  be  none 
(I  fay)  who,  having  ftudied  the  Motions  and  Operations  of 
Nature,  fhould  have  applied  himfelf  to  the  Diftcovery  of  anew 
Method,  and  a  Remedy  that  might  free  Mankind  from  fo 
cruel  a  Difeafte,  and  fiich  as  I  flatter  my  fclf  after  fo  many 
Tryals  and  Experiments  of  it,  I  have  found,  and  which  will 
be  of  greater  Benefit  to  Mankind  than  the  Difcovery  of  the 
Peruvian  Treafures,  But  to  return  to  the  Confequences  we 
^delign’d  to  draw  from  our  Principles.  Who  doth  not  know 
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that  Mercury  doth,  not  always  anfwer  the  Intention  of  the 
Surgeon  ?  that  it  fometimes  works  by  Vomit,  Stool,  and 
Urine?  we  have  feen  Inhances  where  the  Patient  has  been  a- 
nointed  eight  or  nine  Times  without  any  Evacuation,  and 
has  nevertheless  found  himfelf  cur’d,  though  he  was  not  fo 
much  as  perceiv’d  to  Jfweat.  Who  can  doubt  but  that  the 
Mercury  had  drove  the  Venereal  Poiibn  out  by  Perforation, 
one  of  the  greateft  and  moil  important  Evacuations,  and  of 
all  others  the  moil:  powerful.  Let  the  Phyfician  ftudy  to  what 
fide  his  Patient’s  Temper  inclines  mod,  and  follow  the  Moti¬ 
ons  of  Nature,  and  he’ll  never  fail  of  Succefs,  unlefs  tome  o- 
ther  Inconvenience  fhould  hinder  it.  If  v,  g.  after  he  has 
tho’ro’ly  ftudied  his  Patient,  he  fuppofes  the  Difeafe  to  pro¬ 
ceed  from  too  thick  and  grofs  a  Lympha  what  fhould  hin¬ 
der  him,  from  trying  to  carry  it  off  by  Urine,  which  is 
the  Way  through  which  the  groiTer  Impurities  of  the  Blood 
are  commonly  difcharg*d.  If  he  finds  that  the  venereal  Poi- 
fon  is  fubtle  enough  to  penetrate  into  the  Pores  of  the  Skin, 
let  him  follow  that  Way,  and,  if  it  fails,  that  of  Stools.  I 
can  teftify  with  great  Truth  that  the  Remedy  I  have  happily 
found  out,  doth  fb  exactly  anfwer  the  different  Tempers  of 
the  Patfents,  /.  e.  their  different  Difpolitions,  that  it  will  work 
pne  Way  rather  than  another,  infbmuch  that  the  greatest  Do¬ 
lors  have  been  amaz’d  at  it,  aud  would  not  believe  it  till 
they  had  feen  it  with  their  Eyes,  and  adminfter’d  it  with  their 
glands. 

V.  The  common  Method  of  Salivating  expofes  the  poor  Pa¬ 
tients  to  fuch  cruel  Sufferings,  that  if  they  knew  the  Severi¬ 
ty  of  it,  many  of  them  would  rather  chnfc  to  die  of  the 
Difeafe,  than  undergo  fuch  an  excrutiating  Mcdecine,  and 
no  doubt  but  the  Difcovery  of  another  is  of  great  fervice  to 
the  Publick.  Though  if  all  thofe  who  undergo  this  terrible 
torment  were  cur’d  by  it,  there  would  be  fbme  Caufe  of 
Comfort  But  this  is  buying  Health  at  a  dear  rate  j  what 
will  not  fbme  People  undergo,  to  put  of  the  Iafl  Hour  ? 

But  how  many  periih  under  the  Operation  of  Mercury  ? 
and  among  thofe  who  efcape,  how  many  remain  Lame  or 
Maim’d  and  fickly  ?  }$  it  poflible  that  amongft  fb  many  great 
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Oenius’s  who  ffudy  Phyfick,  there  fhould  not  be  one  that 
dares  fhake  off  the  Yoke  of  Cuftom?  but  being  as  fcrupulous 
in  Phyfick,  as  they  are  in  Matters  of  Religion,  they  make  it 
a’  peice  of  Confidence  to  innovate  or  alter  any  thing,  which 
their  Precdeeflbrs  have  left  them.  The  Americans  are  ignorant 
of  the  Ufe  cf  Mercury,  they  only  ufe  the  Barks  of  their  Trees 
and  yet  they  are  not  one  whit  the  worfe  cur’d  by  them. 
Mercury  neither  is  nor  can  be  us’d  in  hot  Climes;  their  Per¬ 
foration  is  fo  plentiful  that  it  carries  off  both  the  Humours, 
and  the  Particles  of  the  Mercury,  which  are  extremely  fmall* 
round,  and  con fequently very  light  and  volatile;  though  they 
are  very  heavy  when  reunited :  thence  it  happens  they  can¬ 
not,  either  by  their  natural  weight,  nor  the  Rapidity  with  which 
they  are  carried,  break  the  parts  of  the  vifeous  coagulated 
Blood,  became  they  going  too  foon  out  of  the  Body,  have 
not  Time  to  circulate  within  the  Subfiance  of  the  Humours, 
in  order  to  break  their  Vifcofity,  by  often  rubbing  again# 
them.  But  fbme  will  fay,  why  fhould  we  depart  from  a 
Method  which  has  been  confirm’d  by  the  Experience  of  fbmc 
hundreds  of  Years  ?  Salivation  by  Mercury,  though  painful 
and  hazardous,  is  neverthelefs  the  only  fure  and  efficacious 
Remedy  that  has  been  known  hitherto.  I  grant  it :  but  are 
not  the  Torments  it  caufes,  the  Inconveniences  it  is  lyable 
to,  the  Danger  to  which  it  expofes  Man,  fufficient  Motives 
to  induce  thofe  who  fludy  the  publick  good,  to  feek  fos? 
more  fure  and  fafe  Means,  and  fiich  as  may  not  be  fubjeff  to 
any  fuch  Inconveniences,  but  to  remove  all  doubt  in  this  Mat¬ 
ter,  let  us  examine  the  Mechanical  Operation  of  Salivation. 

It  muff  be  obferved,  as  we  hinted  before,  that  one  mufl 
ufe  feveral  Drachms,  nay  fomej  Ounces  in  the  Ointfnent,  with 
which  the  Patient  is  rubb’d,  unlpfs  the  texture  of  the  Blood 
has  been  lopfen’d,  &c.  whereas  two,  or  at  mofl  three. 
Drachms  will  fuffice  after  fuch  bathings.  The  Coagulati¬ 
ons  being  thus  to  a  certain  degree  diffolv’d,  offer  themfelves 
at  all  the  Emfhinorics  of  the  Body ;  but  none  being  capable 
of  receiving  them,  by  reafon  of  the  fimallnefs  of  their  Dia¬ 
meters,  the  Salivary  Veflels  alone,  whofe  Orifices  are  near  as 
big  as  that  of  a  Goofe's  Quill,  can  admit  them,  neither  can 
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even  they  afford  them  a  Paflage,  after  ten  or  twelve  Da^s 
Salivation,  becaule  the  Serum  of  the  Blood  is  all  gone  by  that 
Time,  and  what  remains  is  lo  thick,  that  it  choaks  up  the 
Paflages,  infbmuch  that  the  Patient  is  in  danger  of  his  Life* 
that  is  of  being  firangled,  if  he  is  not  prefently  help’d  by 
Bleeding  or  Vomiting.  We  have  likewile  oblerv’d  that  Mer¬ 
cury  doth  not  always  work  by  Salivation,  but  that  it  Ibme- 
times  works  by  feme  other  Way,  though  it  equally  eures 
the  Patient.  But  what  may  be  the  realon  of  this  diverfity, 
why  fhould  not  Mercury  have  hill  the  fame  Effects  conflant- 
3y  ?  ’tis  this  very  diverlity  which  induc’d  me  to  believe,  that 
the  Venereal  Poifon  could  be  driven  out  by  other  Ways,  then 
that  of  Salivation.  The  Mechanical  Reafon  of  this  Variety 
of  Operations  feems  precifely  to  confifi  in  the  Conflitution 
of  the  Liquors;  for  when  they  have  not  been  diflolv’d  by 
Baths  and  humedfants,  they  can  find  no  Paflage  but  through 
the  Salivary  Vefiels;  whole  Diameters  are  the  large#  of  all 
excretory  Ve hells;  but  when  thole  Liquors  are  more  fluid, 
whether  becaule  the  Venereal  Poilon  is  not  very  powerful, 
(for  fome  is  very  firong  and  lome  is  very  weak,j  or  becaule 
they  have  been  well  prepar’d  and  diflolv’d;  theyimay  then 
force  their  Way  out  by  fweat,  perfpiration  or  the  IntelHnal 
Glands;  and  (if  they  fhould  be  hill  too  thick,)  by  the  Glands 
of  the  Reins,  which,  next  to  the  Salival  Vefiels,  admit  the 
grofleft  matters.  The  main  Bufinefs  therefore  is  to  know 
the  Nature  of  the  Venereal  Poifon,  and  to  take  up  lome 
Time  in  preparing  the  Humours,  and  in  finding  out  which 
Way  will  be  the  ealiefl:  open’d  to  the  Dileale,  and  in  finding 
out  proper  Means  to  maintain  the  Evacuation  we  have  pro¬ 
cured,  and  to  keep  it  near  as  long  as  the  Experience  we  have 
acquir’d  from  Salivations,  tells  us  Nature  requires  to  free  it 
felf  from  this  Poifon ;  now  this  Ipace  is  that  very  one  which 
is  neceflary  to  make  the  whole  or  very  near  the  whole  Mals 
of  Blood  pafs  through  the  lalival  Vefiels.  Let  the  lame 
thing  be  done  through  other  Paflages,  more  diredtly  and 
univerlally  ordain’d  by  Nature  for  the  purification  of  the  Blood, 
and  Men  will  liicceed  better;  provided  the  Remedy  which  is. 
us’d,  be  gentle,  adtive,  and  penetrating  enough,  fo  that  we 
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Sieed  not  fear  the  dreadful  Inconveniences  of  Mercury ;  for 
after  all  it  was  mere  chance  that  brought  Salivation  into  Ufe. 
Carpi  a  Phyfician  of  Bolonia  in  Italy  had  a  Patient  who  had 
a  terrible  Ulcer  in  his  Leg,  which  he  could  not  be  cur’d  by  any 
means,  becaufe  the  Pox  had  caus’d  it  5  at  length  the  Doctor 
call’d  to  Mind  that  fome  Arabian  Author  had  recom¬ 
mended  Mercury  as  proper  to  cure  thole  Ulcers  which  had 
refitted  all  other  Remedies ;  and  having  try’d  it,  he  rais’d  a 
Salivation  in  his  Patient,  which  cur’d  him  both  of  his  Ulcer 
and  Difeafe.  Is  it  poffible  that  a  Dilcovery  which  was  ow¬ 
ing  to  mere  hazard  fhould  be  fo  univerially  receiv’d,  and  that 
Phyficians  fhould  have  no  more  Compafiion  on  their  Patients, 
than  to  expofe  them  to  fiich  Tortures?  but  we  are  by  long 
Experiences  attiir’d,  that  the  Remedy  we  have  difeover’d,  far 
From  torturing  them  in  that  terrible  manner  that  Mercury 
doth,  cures  both  Safety  and  agreeably^ 

The  mott  intelligent  Chy mitts  agree  that  God  has  enclos’d 
great  and  lingular  Vertues  in  Minerals  and  Mettals,  and  has 
granted  the  knowledge  of  them  to  the  curious,  but  will  not 
duffer  the  dilcovery  of  them  to  be  made,  without  great  La¬ 
bour  and  Induttry.  yTis  at  that  Price,  the  Shell  that  con¬ 
tains  fuch  Treafures  mutt  be  broken,  and  ’tis  at  that  Price 
that  fo  many  precious  Remedies  have  been  drawn  from  thole 
prolifick,  but  hidden  Springs.  Nothing  but  indefatigable  La¬ 
bour,  and  profound  Meditation  can  difeover  thefe  great  truths, 
fo  ufeful  and  beneficial  to  Mankind.  And  I  do  protett  with 
all  imaginable  Sincerity,  that  it  has  cott  me  infinite  Labours, 
and  very  confiderable  Expences,  and  I  fhould  think  my  felf 
happy  to  facrifice  both  to  the  Publick,  if  they  could  reap 
from  it  all  the  Benefit  which  I  am  confident  they  might; 
But  my  defign  here  is  only  to  give  them  an  account  of  what 
I  have  done  for  feveral  Years  for  their  good.  Having  apply’d 
my  felf  chiefly  to  Venereal  Difeafes,  I  aim’d  at  two  principal 
things,  viz.  to  examine,  with  all  the  attention  I  was  capav 
ble  of,  the  Nature  of  that  Difeafe  ;  and  then  to  find  out  feme 
Remedy  lefs  cruel  then  that  which  has  been  lb  long  in  Vogue. 
And  after  I  had  had  a  vaft  Number  of  Patients  under  my  Care, 
and  read  the  beft  Authors  on  the  Subjedf,  I  was  perfuaded 
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that  the  Nature  of  the  Diftemper  did  eflentially  confift  in  a  too 
fix’d  Vitrioline,  and  corrofive  Acid,  (for  Time  alone  makes  it 
become  cauftic)  that  this  Acid  thickens  all  the  Liquors,  and 
is  the  Caufe  of  mod  deadly  Obflrudfions,  which,  by  little 
and  little,  do  terribly  alter,  and  at  length  totally  deflroy  the 
animal  fundtions.  Thefe  were  my  firft  Steps,  and  the  Fruits 
of  my  Studies  and  Obfervations ;  and  I  do  frankly  own  that 
I  continued  a  good  while  at  this  pats;  neither  Books  nop 
common  Practice  offering  any  other  Remedy  but  Salivation 
rais’d  by  Mercury.  But  the  horrid  Confluences,  which  do 
but  too  often  attend  this  Remedy,  made  me  look  upon  it'  as 
worfo  than  the  very  Difeafe.  I  then  fell  to  reading  of  fove- 
ral  Chymical  Treadles,  but  without  Succefs,  my  delire  was 
to  find  out  a  very  active  and  penetrating  Remedy,  a  great 
d  idol  vent,  fuch  as  might  be  able  to  unglew  the  Blood  and 
Humours,  and  to  reflore  it  to  its  natural  Liquidity,  to  clear 
the  Glands  of  the  Flegm  that  choaks  them  up,  and  gently 
irritate  the  Membranes  of  the  Nerves,  the  Tunick  of  the 
Bowels,  the  tendinous  net  of  the  Cutis ,  the  Glands  of  the 
Reins,  in  a  Word  to  reflore  the  Blood  into  its  due  Circulati¬ 
on  in  Order  to  promote  a  right  Secretion  and  Excretion,  and 
by  that  Means  reflore  the  Patient.  I  had  the  good  Fortune 
to  find  it  at  laft.  It  operates  varioufly,  according  to  the 
different  difpofitions  of  the  Patients ;  it  fometimes  works  eve* 
ry  Way  at  once,  and  fometimes  but  one,  generally  fjpeaking 
it  purges  with  all  the  Gentlenefs  imaginable,  it  works  like- 
wife  very  plentifully  by  Perforation,  and  fometimes  by  Urine. 
It  has  quite  and  clean  taken  away  old  Nodes  and  ExoJlofes% 
which  had  either  eluded  the  common  Method  of  Salivation 
or  having  difappear’d  for  a  while,  had  return’d  again  with 
greater  Fiercenefs.  I  could  produce  Crouds  of  Witnefles  to 
the  Truth  of  thefo  Fadfs,  if  the  Nature  of  the  Difeafe  did 
not  lay  an  indifpenfible  Obligation  on  thePhyfician  to  be  focret 
and  filent ;  butasl  never  did  any  thing  which  could  make  me  un¬ 
worthy  of  Belief,  I  hope  I  fhall  be  credited  when  I  protefl  I  have 
affirm’d  nothing  but  what  is  true  ;  and  whoever  fhall  think 
fit  to  try  rile,  I  fhall  gladly  accept  any  opportunity  that  fhall 
be  offer’d.  This  is  the  only  Way  I  have  of  gaining  Belief; 
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lam  oblig’d  to  prefer  ve  the  Reputation  as  well  as  lpare  the 
Modefty  of  thofe  Perfons,  who  have  honour’d  me  with  their 
Confidence.  Thofe  that  have  a  Mind  to  be  ocular  Witnefles 
of  fuch  a  Tryal,  will  be  fetisfy’d,  that  never  Remedy  had  a 
gentler  Operation,  nor  freer  from  the  excrutiating  Pains, 
and  fatal  Confequences,  which  attend  the  Ufe  of  Mercury. 
But  as  it  is  not  an  eafy  Thing  prefently  to  overcome  the  Jea~ 
loufy  and  Miftruft  of  a  People  which  is  more  knowing  here, 
than  they  are  in  all  the  relb  of  the  Kingdom,  I  am  willing 
they  fhould  take  up  as  much  Time  as  they  pleafe,  in  tracing 
the  Patients  I  have  cur’d:  and  if  they  find  the  Remedy  was 
only  palliative,  as  my  Enemies  have  fometimes,  tho’  without 
Reafon,  given  out,  I  (hall  patiently  bear  the  punifhment  of 
my  Rafhnefs,  and  be  content  to  pafs  for  a  Cheat.  If  it  was 
proper,  I  could  produce  numberlefs  Patients,  who  have  been 
cur’d  by  my  Remedy  above  five  Years  ago,  and  ftill  continue 
in' good  Health.  Therefore  there  are  more  fafe,  Pure,  and  at 
the  fame  Time,  more  gentle  and  lefs  dangerous  Ways  of  ai¬ 
ring  the  Venereal  Difeafe,  than  Salivation. 

I  forgot,  in  fpeaking  of  Mineral  Waters,  to  acquaint  the 
Reader  that  the  new  difcover?d  Waters  of  PaJJy  are  very  be¬ 
neficial  in  Chronick  Difeafes  having  feen  many  infiances  of 
their  excellent  Vertjie.  Thofe  of  Abbe  court  are  like  wife  ve¬ 
ry  good. 
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/i  Relation  of  fome  extraordinary  Curet>  not  Venereal* 

\ 

TH  E  good  or  ill  State  of  Health  of  the  fair  Sex  depends 
chiefly  on  their  regular  or  irregular  evacuation,  which 
ought  to  happen  every  Month ;  fuch  an  extraordinary  Infiance 
of  this  fell  in  my  Way,  that  I  hope  the  Publick  will  be  pleas’d 
with  an  Account  of  it:  I  confefs  I  fhould  never  have  thought 
of  publifhing  it,  if  fome  Perfons  of  Confideration  and  Merit 
had  not  required  it  of  me.  I  receiv’d  a-  fecret  Joy  from  the 
Cure  1  perform’d,  but  fuch  as  could  not  alone  have  determin’d 
nje  to  make  it  known  to  the  World,  if  my  Relucinncy  had 
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not  been  overcome  by  the  Authority  of  thole  to  whom  I  can 
refufe  nothing.  I  lhall  let  my  Enemies  alone  to  make  what 
Conftrudtion  they  pleafo  upon  it,  but  I  folemnly  proteft  that 
nothing  but  the  publick  good  did  move  me  thereto ;  neither 
can  I  believe  they  will  doubt  of  the  Truth  of  the  Fadt,  which 
has  had  liich  a  confiderable  Number  of  ocular  Witnefles* 
whom  I  fhall  name  by  and  bv,  and  who  are  very  great  Ma¬ 
ilers  of  their  Profefiion,  and  too  penetrating  and  experienc’d 
to  be  deceiv’d  in  a  Matter  of  this  Nature,  though  none  of 
thefe  Qualifications  are  here  requir’d,  their  Eyes  being  Suffici¬ 
ent  Judges.  In  the  greatefl  Part  of  inward  Difoafos,  whole 
Effects  are  indeed  evident,  but  whole  Caufos  are  hidden  and 
perceivable  only  by  the  spoil  conlummate  Phyficians,  both 
in  Theory  and  Practice,  the  World  foldcm  attributes  the 
Honour  of  the  Cure  to  the  Phyfician ;  but  ’tis  the  Patient’s 
Conllitution,  the  Strength  of  his  Nature,  his  Youth,  and  the 
like,  that  have  wrought  the  Miracle  5  but  no  fuch  Thing  can 
he  pretended  here.  Nature  having  been  left  leven  Years  to  it 
felf,  to  recover,  if  it  could,  the  Patient.  Nothing  foem’d 
wanting  in  her :  fhe  was  young  and  pretty  llrong,  her  Paffi- 
ons  very  moderate,  and  her  Conllitution  excellent,  fince  it 
held  out  leven  long  Years'!  No  doubt  but  there  was  lome 
focret  Impediments,  which  eluded  all  the  Effects  of  Nature, 
and  requir’d  the  help  of  Art*  from  this  Inllance  the  World 
may  draw  a  very  neceftary  and  important  inference  to  many 
poor  Patients,  who  think  themfolves  incurable,  becaufo  they 
have  been  pronounc’d  liich,  by  lome  ignorant  but  impudent 
peremptory  Blockheads,  whole  Confidence  often  cofts  very 
dear  to  poor  credulous  Patients,  who  give  themfelves  up  to 
be  cruelly  cut  and  mangled  by  thele  rails  Pretenders,  who  ei¬ 
ther  lend  them  out  of  the  World,  or  leave  them  to  groan 
out  tie  reft  of  their  Lives  in  Mifory  and  Torment ;  whereas 
had  they  but  been  wile  enough  to  have  rejected  their  blind 
pernicious  Councels,  and  to  have  fought  for  advice  from  the 
Fountain  Head  i.  e.  Phyfick,  and  confequently  from  the  moll 
experienc’d  Phyficians ;  they  might  have  prefer v’d  their  Lives 
and  Limbs,  or  at  leaft  would  not  have  been  expos’d  to  foe 
themfelves  cut  and  torn  and  murther’d  by  a  lingering  Death, 
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(in  may  fo  call  it)  How  many  Inftances  of  this  might  I  pro¬ 
duce  in  this  populous  City  ?  His  Highnefs  the  Regent  had  loft 
an  Arm,  and  perhaps  his  Life,  if  . there  had  not  been  a  Chi¬ 
rac  to  have  fav’d  him.  How  many  poor  private  Perfons 
have  been  lam’d  or  butcher’d  by  the  Fire  and  Steel  of  too 
Confident  Operators  ?  After  they  have  once  given  their  Judg¬ 
ment,  there  is  no  more  to  be  Laid  or  done,  they  have  fpoken, 
the  Thing  is  decided,  and  the  moft  knowing  and  experienc’d 
Phyficians  muft  yield  to  them  in  this  kind.  There  is  no 
other  Hopes,  they  ingrofs  all  the  Knowledge,  Counfel,  Me¬ 
thod,  and  the  dreadful  Operation  to  themfelves,  a  degree  of 
Pride  which  has  coft  fo  many  Peoples  Lives,  and  ought  to 
be  feverely  punifh’d  in  a  well  govern’d  City.  The  Examples 
I  am  going  to  produce  fufHciently  prove  that  what  I  have 
laid  is  but  too  true  ;  and  the  Obftinacy  of  the  Patient  we 
are  fpeaking  of,  who  would  never  content  that  her  Leg  fhould 
be  cut  off,  was  the  thing  that  laved  both  it  and  perhaps  her 
Life  to  boot.  Let  not  therefore  the  World  be  alarm’d  at  the 
Revere Decifions  of  thefe  Minos’s  and  Radamanthus’s ;  for  ve-* 
ry  often  thefe  evils  prove  incurable  through  the  ill  manage¬ 
ment  of  thofe  who  are  employ’d  about  them,  but  often  like- 
wife  they  are  only  fuch  in  the  Judgment  of  ignorant  Preten¬ 
ders,  with  which  this  great  City  of  Paris  doth  fwarm.  In 
order  therefore  to  put  it  into  the  Power  of  thofe,  who  may 
doubt  of  the  truth  of  this  Relation,  to  fatisfy  themielves  a- 
bout  it,  I  fhall  put  them  in  a  Way  of  doing  it. 

The  fixth  Day  of  May  1711,  I  was  call’d  upon  to  fee 
Mrs.  Briarly  living  in  Mazarine-Jireet,  a  Gentlewoman  of  a- 
bout  twenty  Years  and  fix  Months  of  Age,  whofe  Father 
was  an  Engltjh  Gentleman  of  the  Bed-chamber  to  the  Pre¬ 
tender  .  She  complain’d  of  a  violent  Pain  in  her  Side,  attend¬ 
ed  with  great  difficulty  of  Breathing,  an  Inclination  to  Vo¬ 
mit,  and  an  exceffive  Pain  in  her  Head ;  I  found  her  lying  up¬ 
on  her  right  Side,  her  Body  bent  double ;  I  begg’d  of  her  to 
turn  to  me,  but  fhe  told  me  fhe  could  not  alter  her  Situation, 
and  that  fhe  had  been  forc’d  to  lye  on  that  Side  above  feven 
Years ;  I  was  mov’d  at  her  miferable  condition,  and  ask’d  her 
all  the  proper  queftions:  In  anfwer  to  which  fhe  gave  me  the 
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following  Account,  which  fhe  will  befeady  to  atteft  to  all 
who  {hall  be  defirous  to  be  fatisfy’d  of  the  Fad.  She  fold 
me  that  when  fhe  was  fourteen  Years  of  Age  her  Months 
were  fiopt  by  Reafbn  of  fbijie  Grief,  that  the  firft  Day  of 
January  17  iy,  fhe  was  taken  with  a  violent  Fever  attended 
with  violent  Pains  in  her  Head;  Dr,  Gavern  and  Dr,  Gau¬ 
tier. ,  the  former  of  whom  was  firft  Phylician  to  Queen  Mary , 
and  the  latter  Phyfician,to  the  Hofpital  of  St.  Germain  enLaye% 
came  to  vifit  her;  they  both  agreed  that  fhe  fhould  be  blood¬ 
ed  in  the  Foot,  which  was  perform'd  by  Mr.  Richards ,  Sur- 
geon,  living  at  St.  Germain.  Cupping,  Scarifying,  Fumiga¬ 
tions,  Vomits,  Glyfters,  Hyfterick  Potions,  &c.  were  allpre- 
fcrib’d,  and  adminiftred  without  any  Succefs;  all  her  Nerves 
fell  into  Convulfions,  which  caus’d  a  general  Diforder  in  all 
the  animal  Fundions,  and  oblig'd  the  two  Phyficians  to  order 
that  fhe  fhould  be  bled  at  the  Foot  once  a  Month;  her  Head- 
ach  continued  as  violent  as  ever,  in  fpight  of  all  the  above 
mention'd  Remedies,  which  feem'd  rather  to  increafe  her 
Pain:  Her  Convulfions  continued,  and  her  Arms  and  Legs 
contraded,  and  fell  into  a  perfed  Atrophy.  The  two  Do_ 
dors  left  her  in  this  miferable  Condition,  in  which  fhe  con¬ 
tinued  full  eight  Months ;  Dr.  Goutard  the  King’s  Phyfician 
{aw  her  in  that  Cafe,  which  made  him  pronounce  her  a  dead 
Woman,  without  hefitation.  He  would  not  fo  much  as  pre¬ 
scribe  her  the  leaft  thing ;  I  was  told  it  by  the  Patient  and 
her  Relations.  After  eight  Months  were  elaps’d,  Mr.  Rich¬ 
ards  faw  her  again,  and  by  a  regular  Courfe  of  Jiving,  fhe 
by  degrees  free’d  herfelf  from  her  Miiery ;  both  her  Arms 
came  to  themfelves  again,  and  her  right  Leg  ftretch'd  it  {elf 
out  infenfibly  to  its  natural  Length,  but  the  left  never  could 
be  refior’d,  it  remained  bent  clofe  to  the  Thigh,  the  Heel, 
as  it  were  fix’d  to  the  Buttock,  and  grew  lo  lean,  that  it 
feem'd  perfedly  wither'd,  and  did  not  feem  to  be  the  one 
fourth  part  of  the  Diameter  of  the  other.  And  fuch  a  terri¬ 
ble  Anchylofis  fell  into  her  Thigh,  but  more  ipecially  in  her 
Knee,  that  the  Leg  was  not  able  to  move  in  the  leaf!:.  Dr. 
Gautier  aud  Mr.  Richards  try 'd  all  the  proper  Remedies  to. 
Recover  it,  but  all  in  vain,  at  lafi  they  refolv’d  upon  a.  Cont 
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flotation,  in  which  it  was  concluded  that  the  Leg  muft  be 
cut  off;  the  whole  Apparatus  was  got  ready  the  next  Day  in 
order  to  perform  the  Operation,  but  the  Patient  alone  was 
againft  it,  and  rather  chofe  to  lead  thenceforth  a  Life  which 
is  eafier  to  be  imagin'd,  than  delcrib’d,  every  Minute  of  it 
being  attended  with  continue  Pains  and  Torments  which 
kept  her  in  that  Condition,  and  forc’d  her  to  lie  continually 
on  the  lame  Side,  the  Space  of  feven  Y ears,  without  being 
able  to  ftrive  or  try,  unlefs  it  were  with  the  greateft  Pain,  to 
fhift  her  Pofture  but  for  one  Moment,  when  fre  was  oblig’d 
to  keep  her  Bed.  This  is  what  I  learn’d  from  her  the  lixth 
of  May  1722. 

Having  given  the  Reader  this  plain  and  true  Account  of 
the  matter,  I  can’t  believe  that  any  Body  can  doubt  of  the 
Fadt,  I  had  all  the  Circumftances  of  it  from  the  Patient’s  own 
Mouth,  and  1  have  too  many  Witneffes  of  the  Fadt,  to  dare 
impole  upon  the  World ;  but  the  mod  unexceptionable  Wit- 
nefs,  was  the  Condition  of  the  Patients  Leg,  the  Situation  of 
which  has  been  leen  and  examin’d  by  leveral  Dodfors  of  the 
Faculty  of  Paris,  by  feme  at  one  Time,  by  others  at  other 
Times;  lome  have  leen  it  when  it  was  ftill,  as  it  were  glu¬ 
ed  on  to  the  Buttock,  others  when  it  begun  to  be  loofen’d, 
others  have  leen  it  level  with  the  other,  and  others  have  leen  * 
the  Patient  upon  her  Legs  and  Hand  upon  the  one  or  the  o- 
ther  indifferently,  and  make  a  Curtefy ;  others  laftly  have  feen 
the  Play  and  Motion  of  the  Knee,  and  the  Patient  walk  Ibme 
Steps :  the  firft  that  law  the  Leg  faw  it  wither’d,  the  Bones 
only  cover’d  with  Skin,  and  the  laft  have  feen  it  flefhy 
and  of  the  lame  Bignels,  and  in  as  good  Cale  as  the  other. 
Thefc  are  Fadfs  which  cannot  be  meerly  pretended,  but  I  frail 
name  all  the  Witneffes  of  them  at  the  End  of  this  Relation. 

This  Fadt  is  lo  extraordinary,  that  it  well  delerves  to  be 
narrowly  examin’d.  I  may  affirm  that  I  have  read  a  great 
many  of  the  befl:  Pradfical  Books  of  Phylick,  but  that  1  ne¬ 
ver  met  with  any  Cale  like  it,  much  lefs  did  I  ever  meet 
with  any  fuch  Fadfs  in  all  my  Pradtice,  or  ever  heard  the 
Rtoft  experienc’d  Phyficians  mention  any  like  it. 
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In  order  to  form  a  juft  Idea  of  this  terrible  Difeafe, 
muft  examine  fever al  Matters }  the  firft  is,  what  caus’d  the  fup- 
preffion  of  her  Months,  'viz.  Grief ;  the  fecond  is  the  Nature 
of  the  Difeafe  and  in  what  it  confifts.  Thirdly,  The  Nature 
of  the  Effects  it  produced,  viz.  Firft,  an  irritation  of  the 
Nerves,  and  the  Mufculous  Parts  of  the  Sinews  themfelves  of 
the  Thigh.  And  Laftly,  as  a  Confequence  of  the  others,  it 
caus’d  an  Atrophy  in  the  whole  Leg. 

As  to  the  fir  ft  nothing  is  fe>  fere  as  the  Impreffion,  good 
Or  bad,  which  our  Paftions  make  in  our  Bodies,  and  at  the 
lame  Time  nothing  more  difficult  then  the  Phyfical  Explica¬ 
tion  of  it :  it  would  be  two  abftrufe  a  queftion  here  how 
a  ipiritual  Subftance  can  by  its  different  fenfetions,  caufe 
fech  various  Motions  in  the  Solid  or  Liquid  Parts  of  our  Bo¬ 
dies,,  This  is  a  truth  of  Senfe  and  Experience,  for  which  we 
can  give  no  other  Reafon,  then  the  will  of  the  great  Creator, 
and  in  the  feppofition  of  this  Fadf,  which  is  actually  true, 
we  can  Account  for  it  no  other  Way  but  that  it  is  the  Or¬ 
der  of  the  fepreme  Author.  How  do  feme  Paffions  fech  aS 
Anger,  Joy,  Love,  &c.  accelerate  the  Motions  of  the  Hu¬ 
mours,  and  facilitate  their  Secretfens?  on  the  contrary* 
Terrour,  Fear,  Dread,  Grief,  and  the  like;  how  do  they  abate 
the  Motion  of  thofe  very  Humours,  and  fepprefs  their  Se¬ 
cretions  and  Excretions  ?  to  decide  one  of  thefe  two  con¬ 
trary  Proportions,  is  to  decide  both}  and  the  Effects  of  the 
Paffions  are  fo  well  known  that  we  are  feldom  feppriz’d  at 
a  Womans  falling  in  Labour  or  mifearrying  by  Reafen  of 
feme  violent  Paffion,  or  that  that  the  Child  fhould  have  feme 
mark  of  that  Paffion }  nurfes  febjedf  to  Fright  or  Anger, 
do  give  their  nurfe  Children  the  Epitepfy. 

Some  reputable  Writers  *  are  of  Opinion  that  the  bite  of  a 
Man  in  Anger,  is  venemous  and  even  Mortal}  on  the  contrary 
Joy  or  moderate  Anger  will  cure  a  Cachexy,  provoke  the 
Terms  in  Women  that  had  it  before  with  Difficulty}  a  vio¬ 
lent  paffion  has  femetimes  cur’d  the  Palfy,  f  a  hidden  fright 
has  ftopt  dangerous  Hemorages,  and  cur’d  quartan  and  other 
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obfiinate  Agues,  and  even  Madnefs.  Let  us  fuppole  a  very- 
true  Principle,  that  every  thing  in  our  Bodies  keeps  a  Mathe¬ 
matical  Regularity,  that  the  Quantity  of  ‘the  Liquid  is  exaft- 
ly  anfwerable  to  the  Diameter  of  the  Veflels  that  contain 
them,  that  the  Reciprocal  elaftick  Force  and  Explofion  of 
the  Fibres  is  the  Mathematical  Ratio  of  their  circular  Moti¬ 
on,  with  that  of  the  inteftine  Liquors  j  that,  thole  Liquors 
have  an  elaflic  Motion  and  Explofion,  as  well  as  the  Fibres  of 
which  the  Veflels  confift ;  that  this  claftic  Motion  of  the  Veflels 
is  of  an  exa6t  Proportion,  not  only  with  the  Weight  ofthe  Li- 
quorsi  but  likewiie  with  rheir  Velocity:  the  whole  being  thus" 
difpos’d  with  the  greatefl:  and  moll  perfect  Exa6fnels,the  Fun&i- 
ons  of  the  Body  are  perform’d  with  a  certain  Harmony,  which 
if  nothing  obftru&ed,  Man  would  be  immortal, or  at  leaft  would 
live  vaftly  longer  than  he  doth.  But  how  many  things  do  obflru6fc 
this  perfect  Connexion  of  the  Liquids  with  the  Solids  ?  fbme 
of  which  are  foreign*  and  fome  mofl  intimate,  I  mean  the  Pafii- 
on  of  the  Soul,  over  which  Man  of  himlelf  has  but  little 
Command ;  and  we  may  reafonably  fuppole*  that  it  was  the 
Lofs  of  this  Empire  over  our  felves  and  our  Pafiions,  which 
made  him  of  immortal  to  become  mortal,  feeing  nothing 
difturbs  more  the  Harmony  of  the  Parts  of  our  Bodies  than 
the  Violence  of  our  Pafiions  :  Some  have  died  fuddenly  thro* 
Excels  of  Joy,  others  thro5  Excefs  of  Anger.  If  we  make 
a  little  Attention  on  the  various  Characters  of  the  Pafiions ' 
we  (hall,  I  believe,  eafily  perceive  that  chearful  Pafiions,  fuch 
as  Love,  do  in  a  lingular  manner  influence  the  Liquids,  the 
Blood,  Choler,  &c.  and  caule  them  to  become  more 
brisk,  active,  and  impetuous ;  and  the  Effects  which  follow 
them  are  of  the  fame  Nature  j  and  that  the  Pafiions  of  Sor¬ 
row,  Fear,  Grief,  &c.  do  particularly  influence  the  lolid  Parts 
i.  e.  the  Veflels  that  contain  thole  Liquors.  Every  one  of 
them  works  more  or  lefs  to  the  Deftruction  of  the  whole 
Fabrick,  but  more  elpecially  when  they  are  moved  to  thelafi: 
Degree.  It  would  be  impoflihle  for  humane  Bodies  to  hold 
out  long  againfi  luch  powerful  Enemies,  if  the  divine  Wiflom 
had  not  remedy’d  it  by  placing  all  over  the  Body,  with  an  ad¬ 
mirable  Providence  and  Sagacity,  proper  Means  of  defending 
his  Handy-work  againfi;  thole  Enemies  which  fo  powerfully 
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ftrive  to  deftroy  it.  The  Effects  of  a  violent  Paflion  demon-* 
ftrate  the  Truth  of  this  ;  a  Man  mov'd  to  exceffive  Anger 
becomes  pale,  no  doubt,  becaufe  the  Courfe  of  the  Blood 
towards  the  Head  is  flackened  5  which  is  done  by  the  Help 
of  the  little  Nerves  which  are  twin'd  about  the  Blood-vef- 
‘els,  which  fall  into  Convulfions,  and  prefs  and  fqueeze  them 
fb,  as  to  leflen  confiderably  their  Diameter  ;  to  that  there  is 
but  a  fin  all  Quantity  of  Blood  that  can  pals  into  the  Head  to 
refrefb  it  5  and  this  throws  the  angry  Perfon  into  an  Apoplexy. 
This  however  doth  fbmetimes  happen,  but  wre  will  not  in¬ 
lift  upon  ftjch  inftances  as  thefe  which  are  exceptions  to  the 
Rule,  but  fpeak  of  thole  which  commonly  happen.  In  the 
following  of  this  Idea  let  us  examine  the  EffeCf  of  that  Pafi 
fton  which  we  call  Sorrow  5  in  a  grievous,  melancholy,  and 
jailing  Sadnefs,  not  only  the  Face,  but  the  whole  Body  be¬ 
comes  Pale,  the  fun&ions  become  languifhing,  their  Strength 
and  Motion  abate,  the  Body  finks  under  its  own  Weights 
loofesits  Plumpnefi,  and  becomes  a  living  Skeleton;  and  why 
all  this,  but  becaufe  Melancholy  Paflions  have  their  chief  Em¬ 
pire  over  the  folid  parts,  the  Nerves,  and  nervous  Parts  which 
form  the  Veflels  ?  and  as  thefe  Neryes  which  wind  about 
them  fuffer  a  perpetual  contraction,  fb  likewife  the  nervous 
Parts  of  which  they  confift,  are  always  contracted.  The 
Diameter  of  the  Veflels  being  thus  fqueez’d,  hinder  the  ne- 
ceflary  quantity  of  Blood  from  palling,  and  the  whole  Body 
not  being  fufficiently  fupply'd  with  Moifture  and  Nourifh- 
ment,  the  Functions  ceafe  by  Degrees,  and  from  this  Difbr- 
der  an  infinite  Multitude  of  Difeafes  are  produc'd.  The  Ty¬ 
rannical  EffeCts  of  Sorrow  are  immediately  felt  in  the  Stomach, 
which  is  one  of  the  moft  nervous  Parts  of  the.  Body,  out  of 
which  comes  an  imperfeCt  Chyle  incapable  of  producing  good 
Blood,  becaufe  there  can  be  no  afllmilation.  The  Matrix  in 
Women,  as  nervous  at  leaft  as  the  Stomach,  fuffers  the  fame, 
and  its  functions  are  equally  obftruCted  wich  thofe  of  the 
Stomach.  The  Arteries  which  fhould  be  always  full,  as  it 
is  necefiary  they  fhould  in  fech  overflowings,  do  fearce  fep- 
ply  it  with  fuch  a  Quantity  of  Blood  as  is  fufficient  for  its 
Nourifhnient,  It  is  therefore  no  Wonder  if  that  Part  doth 
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no  longer  pay  the  Monthly  Tribute,  which  Nature  requires; 
and  in  this  manner  we  conceive  Grief  to  caufe  a  Ceffation  of 
it ;  and  thus  it  was  fepprefs’d  in  the  Patient  we  are  fpeaking 
of.  Let  us  now  trace  the  Circumftances,  and  ice  by  what 
Mechanifm  the  Monthly  Evacuations  being  ftopt,  do  caufe 
liich  grievous  Difbrders ;  or,  which  is  the  fame  thing,  let  us 
examine  rhe  Nature  of  the  Difeafe  it  felf,  which  is  the  fe- 
cond  thing  I  have  made  the  following  reflection  upon:  but 
in  order  to  argue  with  feme  certainty,  let  us  lay  down  fome 
certain  Principles  as  a  Foundation  of  our  reafening. 

’Tis  certain  thePaflions,  but  fpecially  Grief,  do  immediate¬ 
ly  afledt  the  Stomach,  becaufe  it  feeras  more  immediately  to 
feize  upon  the  ^Nerves,  than  the  gayer  Paflions,  and  that  there 
is  in  the  Stomach  a  parcel  of  the  moil  conflderable  Nerves 
call’d  the  Plexus  Nervofus.  The  Patient  loofes  his  Appetite, 
becaufe  prefently  after  he  is  feiz’d  with  Grief,  he  feels  a  Bit- 
ternefe,  Drynefs,  and  Thirfl  in  the  Mouth,  and  foon  after  is 
tormented  with  Acid  and  Squamifh  Crudities  and  Flatulen¬ 
cies,  Tenflons  in  the  Hypocondria,  and  all  other  Symptoms 
which  prove  a  vitiated  Chyle ;  and  if  any  Difeafe  follows  it 
will  not  be  cur’d  till  the  Caufe  be  taken  away,  or  if  it  feems 
to  be  cur’d,  it  will  appear  foon  after  in  another  Shape.  The 
Chyle  being  thus  become  Acid,  Vifcous,  and  Glutinous,  is  apt 
to  caufe  any  kind  of  Difeafe  infenflbly:  The  Blood  and  Li¬ 
quors  it  affords  become  of  the  feme  Nature  with  it,  and  the 
Secretions  and  Excretions  as  well  as  Perforation,  are  every 
where  obffru&ed.  For  whilft  thefe  are  duly  perform’d,  it 
proves  the  Spring  and  Fountain  of  Health  ;  and  of  all  Dife 
eafes,  when  they  are  obffru&ed  or  totally  fupprefs’d ;  which 
feldom  happens,  and  perhaps  never  but  in  an  incurable  Drop- 
fie. 

From  this  Principle  we  may  eaflly  underhand  how  the 
Thicknefs  of  the  Blood  hinders  it,  on  the  one  hand,  from 
flowing  freely  in  the  Capillary  Veffels  of  the  Matrix  which 
are  fubfervient  to  thofe  periodical  Excretions j  and  how  on 
the  other  Hand,  the  Nerves  being  continually  contracted  by 
the  irritation  which  is  caufed  by  the  Acidity  of  the  Jui¬ 
ces  they  contain,  clofe  up  the  Diameter  of  the  Blood  Veflels 
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which  they  fur  round,  and  thereby  hinder  the  Circulation  of 
the  Liquids.  The  Harmony  which  ought  to  be  between  the 
liquid  and  the  folid  Parts  being  thus  difbrder’d  and  broken, 
we  need  not  wonder  at  the  numberlefs  Difeafes,  which  the 
liippreffion  of  the  Courfes  is  capable  of  caufing,  fuch  as  Tu¬ 
mours,  Abcefles,  Ulcers,  and  Inflammations  in  the  Matrix, 
and  Gangreens  which  are  always  attended  with  Death,  or 
elfe  they  diiperfe  themfelves  all  over  the  Body,  and  produce 
different  kinds  of  Feavers,  the  green  Sicknefs,  Jaundice, 
Xeucophlegmatia ,  a  general  Loathing  of  all  kind  of  Meats, 
Vomiting  of  Blood,  an  Afcite  Bropfy,  Faintings,  an  obftinate 
Cough, difficulty  of  breathing,  Palpitations  of  the  Heart,  a  deep 
Melancholy  which  is  fometimes  attended  with  Defpair,  the 
Head-ach,  Madnefs,  Gout,  and  fometimes  a  facal  Complica¬ 
tion  of  Difeafes,  as  it  happen’d  to  our  Patient  here.  She  had 
likewife  a  violent  Feaver,  and  fuch  an  obftinate  Delirium, 
that  though  fhe  was  bled  in  the  Foot  feventeen  Times  with¬ 
in  the  fpace  of  a  Month,  it  could  not  abate  the  Fiercenefs  of 
it.  The  terrible  Convulfions  that  follow’d  did,  no  doubt, 
give  fbme  Intermiflion  to  her  Feaver,  but  it  was  curing  a 
gre^t  Evil  by  a  greater.  We  have  endeavour’d  to  give  a  Me¬ 
chanical  Account  of  the  Origine  of  thoie  Convulfions  which 
had  contrasted  the  Arms  and  Legs  of  our  Patient. 

There  remains,  that  we  fhould  offer  fbme  plaufible  Reafbns 
for  her  Feaver  and  Delirium,  which  lafted  eight  Months. 

The  Delirium  feems  the  moft  difficult  to  account  for  ;  his 
the  third  thing  I  propofe  to  explain.  We  have  already  faid 
enough  to  give  the  Reader  an  Idea  of  the  Irritation  of  the 
Nerves  by  the  Sourriefs  of  the  ftimulating  Juices,  and  believe 
he  doth  by  this  time  fiifficiently  underftand  how  the  Liquors 
being  overcharg’d  with  a  too  fix’d,  coagulated,  or  at  leaft  in- 
fpiflated  acid,  have  choak’d  up  the  Nerves,  Mufcles,  and  muf- 
culous  Parts,  and  all  thole  Parts  which  ferve  to  the  Secretions 
and  Excretions.  Our  next  Bufincfs  feems  to  be,  to  explain 
the  Feaver  and  Delirium  of  the  Patient,  and  the  Atrophy  of 
tm  Leg, 
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In  order  to  make  our  Notion  underftood  as  much  as  pofIL 
ble,  we  reafonably  fuppofe,  that  all  the  Parts  ot  the  Body  have 
an  exact  Conlonance  among  themfelves,  like  that  of  the 
Strings  of  a  Violin.  Every  body  knows,  that  when  the 
Strings  of  two  Violins  are  fcrew’d  up  to  a  perfedt  Unifon> 
you  cannot  ftrike  the  one,  but  the  other  will  vibrate  and  re- 
found,  tho’  it  be  not  touch’d.  I  am  much  inclin’d  to  believe 
that  it  is  the  fame  with  our  Bodies,  where  all  the  nervous 
Parts  being  ftretch’d  to  an  Unifon,  do  anflver  to  one  another 
with  a  mathematical  Exadlnefs,  and  the  fhaking  of  one  of 
them  doth  move  all  the  reft,  whether  it  has  been  caus’d  by 
fome  outward  Objecft,  or  by  the  exprefs  Will  of  the  Soul. 
There  is  perhaps  no  better  way  to  explain  this  Phenomenon, 
which,  tho’  very  common,  yet  is  a  kind  of  Miracle,  efpe- 
cially  to  thofe  who  know  how  to  admire  it.  We  have  known 
a  Bernanline  Monk,  (Dom.  Turquois)  an  eminent  Preacher, 
and  learned  Divine,  to  rehearfe,  without  knowing  what  he 
did,  during  a  Delirium  which  lafted  feveral  Weeks,  all  the 
Sermons  he  had  preach’d,  tho’  the  Delirium  was  too  violent 
to  fuffer  the  Soul  to  make  the  leaft  Attention  to  it.  A  greater 
Philofopher  than  I  am  might  perhaps  find  it  an  eafy  matter  to 
frame  a  very  compact  and  learned  Syftem  from  this  Idea  of 
the  Confonancy  of  the  Parts,  to  account  for  all  our  Senfations 
as  well  outward  as  inward.  A  Lawyer,  who  compos’d  a 
Email  Treatife  about  the  Memory,  has  come  very  near  to  this 
Notion,  he  only  wanted  a  little  more  Infight  into  the  Ana^ 
tomy  of  human  Bodies. 

And  if  it  be  true,  that  the  whole  Mechanifm,  both  of  the 
Memory,  and  all  other  Senfations,  is  founded  upon  the  Play 
of  the  nervous  Fibres,  and  that  the  Order  of  our  Ideas  (I  mean 
thofe  only  which  are  rais’d  in  the  Soul,  by  reafon  of  fome 
Motion  of  the  Body)  depends  upon  the  Difpofition,  which 
the  Stops,  v.  g.  of  a  Harpficord  keep  among  themfelves, 
i.  e .  upon  the  Order  and  Connexion  which  the  nervous  Fi¬ 
bres  keep  with  refpe6f  to  one  another ;  it  will  be  likewife 
true,  that  whilft  this  Order  fubfifts  in  its  Perfection,  fo  long 
will  the  Motions  of  the  Fibres  be  regular,  and  the  Soul  will 
receive  the  moft  perfe<ft  Intelligence  frt>m  them,  and  form 
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her  Ideas  without  any  Confufion.  And  in  this  confifts  the 
Difference  between  a  Man  of  Senfe,  and  a  Fool  or  Madman. 
If  this  Order  is  difturb’d,  and  the  Fibres  be  flopt,  the  Man 
will  become  a  Fool  or  a  Dunce;  if  they  be  wither’d,  and 
don’t  anfwer  the  Irritations  which  the  nervous  Juice  doth 
caufe  in  them,  the  Man  loofes  his  Memory,  which  is  the 
Cafe  of  old  People :  If  they  are  too  much  and  too  violently 
irritated,  they  over-power  the  Scul  with  fo  many  Ideas  and 
Images,  that  fhe  is  not  able  to  put  them  in  Order,  by  reafon 
of  their  Multitude,  the  Quicknefs  in  which  they  prefent 
themfelves,  and  the  Vehemency  with  which  they  flrike  her  ; 
all  thefe  things  caufe  fiich  a  Confufion  in  her,  that  fire  lofes 
her  difcerning  Faculty,  and  the  Command  the  had  over  the 
Tongue,  fo  that  it  now  expreffes,  without  Order  or  Connecti¬ 
on,  thofe  Ideas  which  the  Difbrder  and  Extravagance  of  the 
Senfes  had  form’d :  This  is  what  I  conceive  to  be  the  Caufe  of 
the  Delirium  of  Perfbns  in  a  high  Feaver. 

The  nervous  Fibres  being  difbrder’d  by  acrimonious  Liquids, 
the  Soul  is  infedted  with  the  Diforder;  fo  that  it  is  no  longer 
difficult  to  account  for  the  Feaver,  which  feiz’d  our  Patient 
lb  violently,  that  no  Remedy  could  remove  it ;  after  what  we 
have  faid  concerning  the  Thicknefs  of  the  Liquids,  and  the 
Suppreffion  of  the  Courfes  occafion’d  by  it;  the  Difficulty  of 
Breathing  and  Stirring,  and  the  Interruption  of  almofl  all  the 
Fun&ions  at  the  coming  of  an  Ague  Fit,  do  fuffrciently  de- 
monflrate  that  the  Difeafe  confifls  in  the  Thicknefs  of  the  Li¬ 
quors,  which  difturb  their  Motion.  We  need  except  none 
but  peftilential  Feavers,  where  the  Liquors  are  difiolv’d  and 
too  rarify’d,  their  Texture  totally  deflroy’d  by  the  Acrimony 
of  the  fubtle  Poifon  infus’d  into  the  Blood,  and  this  Feaver 
is  only  a  Symptom  of  the  Plague,  which  ought  not  to  come 
into  the  Definition  of  a  Feaver,  feeing  it  doth  not  belong  to 
its  EfTence:  The  Functions  do  perifh,  as  well  as  in  thofe  Fea¬ 
vers  which  proceed  from  the  Thicknefs  of  the  Liquids,  but 
after  another  manner;  thefharp  Particles  of  the  Pbifbnhaving 
corroded  the  Texture  of  the  Liquors,  it  fpreads  it  felf  over  ail 
the  Membranes  and  Nerves,  which  Puffer  a  continual  Contra¬ 
ction,  by  too  clofely  fqueezing  all  the  Parts  to  the  Compo- 
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fition  of  which  they  belong,  and  about  which  they  twine. 
The  Adtion  of  each  Part  is  difturb’d,  and  the  Juices  they 
produce  are  no  longer  fit  to  anfwer  the  Ends  which  Nature 
had  ordain’d  them  for.  This  Matter  would  require  a  fuller 
Diftertation,  but  what  I  have  faid  will  be  fufficient  for  the 
Matter  in .  hand.  I  come  now  to  explain  the  Atrophy  of  the 
Leg,  which  will  not  be  difficult  to  account  for  from  the 
Principles  I  have  advanc’d.  I  am  perfuaded  that  the  Nerves 
are  ordain’d  by  Nature  to  convey  their  nutricious  Juices  into 
every  Part ;  if  you  cut  a  Nerve  any  where,  that  Part  falls  into 
an  Atrophy;  and  if  you  cut  an  Artery  where  the  Mufcle  joins 
to  it,  it  lofes  its  Motion.  Such  a  prodigious  Stoppage  as  was 
in  our  Patient’s  Leg  and  Thigh  was  more  than  fufficient  to 
choak  up  the  Paflage  of  the  nutricious  Juice  of  the  Leg,  and 
to  wither  it  to  the  degree  I  found  it,  when  I  law  her  firft. 
The  Day  after  my  firft  Vifit  I  call’d  M.  de  Chirac,  firft  Phy- 
fician  to  his  Royal  Highnefs  the  Regent,  he  faw  and  examin’d 
the  Lady,  and  found  her  in  the  Condition  here  mention’d,  and 
look’d  upon  her  Cafe  as  incurable,  and  told  me  -he  much 
doubted  the  Succefs  of  my  Undertaking.  The  fame  Day  I 
defir’d  Dr.  Boudin,  Chancellor  of  State,  and  firft  Phyfician  to 
the  Infanta  6)ueen ,  to  come  and  fee  my  Patient,  her  Cafe 
being  fo  extraordinary,  who  promis’d  me  to  come  the  next 
Day,  but  was  prevented  by  other  Bufinefs.  Dr.  Maloy,  Phy¬ 
fician  of  the  Faculty  of  Haris,  and  of  the.  Royal  Hofpital  of 
the  Invalids,  came  out  of  Curiofity  to  fee{  her.  Dr.  Andre , 
Profeftbr  of  Phyfick  at  the  Royal  College,  faw  her  feveral 
times,  as  did  likewife  Dr.  Couttier ,  Regent  Dodtor,  and 
Dr.  Baffat ,  Phyfician  to  the  late  Duke  of  Berry.  Alfb, 
Dr.  Bourne au ,  another  Regent  Dodtor,  and  Monfieur  Guerin , 
an  eminent  Surgeon,  faw  her  above  a  Year  before  I  did.  I  could 
likewife  name  Mefif.  Ch arras.  Father  and  Son,  Apothecaries ; 
but  I  fancy  I  have  nam’d  Witnefs  more  than  enough  to  put 
the  Fadt  beyond  all  Doubt.  But  after  Dr.  de  Chirac  had  vi- 
fited  her,  I  refolv’dto  adminifter  my  Specific  to  her.  Before 
fhe  had  took  it  many  Days,  I  was  agreeably  fur  priz’d  to  find 
the  Heel  loofen  it  felf  infenfibly  from  the  Buttock  and  Thigh, 
my  Remedy  working  gently  with  her  by  Stool,  by  Sweat, 

and 
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and  Urine  i  and  was  fo  far  from  weakening  the  Patient,  that 
her  Strength  increas’d  daily.  At  the  end  of  fifteen  Days  the 
Leg  was  entirely  loofen’d  from  the  Thigh,  but  it  was  not 
above  half  the  Length  of  the  other .  I  acquainted  Dr.  de  Chirac 
with  it,  whorefolv’d  to  fee  it  with  his  own  Eyes.  We  went 
both  to  the  Patient,  and  he  believ’d  becaufe  he  few.  He  ad¬ 
vis’d  her  to  put  a  flat  piece  of  Lead  to  that  Shoe,  adding  flill 
to  the  Weight  of  it,  by  degrees,  till  it  came  to  a  Pound  and 
half,  which  fiicceeded  very  well.  She  began  to  lie  on  her 
left  Side,  which  was  more  than  fhe  had  done  for  feven  Y  ears 
before ;  and  at  the  end  of:  two  Months  the  Leg  came  to  its 
full  Length,  and  fhe  can  now  ftand,  and  begins  to  take  feme 
Steps  upon  it.  It  would  be  impoflible  to  impofe  upon  fb 
many  learned  Witneffes,  but  in  this  Cafe  they  need  only  to 
have  their  Eye-fight,  and  to  be  Men  of  Integrity. 


A  Relation  of  an  extraordinary  Dijeaje>  curd  by  the 
fame  Specific,  and  attefied  by  the  Patient 


HAving  been  troubled  with  a  flrange  and  extraordinary 
Difeafe  which  lafted  above  three  Years,  and  having  had 
the  mofi:  experienc’d  Phyficians,  and  moft  approv’d  Remedies, 
without  Succefe,  I  was  at  length,  as  the  laft  Refuge,  advis’d 
to  try  Dodlor  Sigogne,  Phylician  to  the  Switz  Company  of 
Guards  to  the  King,  by  whom  I  was  perfectly  cur’d,  con¬ 
trary  to  the  Expectation  of  thofe  Phyficians  I  had  before  con- 
fulted.  And  I  believe  my  felf  oblig’d  to  give  a  true  Account 
of  it,  for  the  publick  Good,  and  to  lubferibe  to  it. 

In  1718,  I  fell  fick  of  a  continued  Feaver,  attended  with 
violent  Pains  in  the  lower  Belly,  which  did  fhoot  quite  to  the 
Penis  and  Tefticles,  and  a  perpetual  Bubbling  and  Grumbling 
Noife  in  my  Bowels,  which  fometimes  came  up  to  my 
Throat,  like  Water  boiling  apace.  My  Water  was  very 
crude  and  cover’d  with  little  Bladders  that  would  continue  on 
the  top  above  Twenty-four  Hours.  I  lodg’d  then  at  my  Bro¬ 
ther’s 
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ther’s  an  Apothecary  in  Butcher' s-ftrect  in  the  Suburb  of  St. 
Germain,  who  was  then  gone  into  England.  In  the  mean 
Time  I  was  vifited  by  feveral  eminent  Phyficians ,  who  did 
all  that  could  poffibly  be  done  to  fave  my  Life,  which  Teem¬ 
ed  to  be  in  great  Danger  by  Reafbn  of  feveral  Relapfes  I  had 
within  the  Space  of  two  Months.  I  went  out  at  length  a* 
bout  my  Bufinefs,  but  did  not  find  my  felf  throughly  cu¬ 
red,  for  my  Pains  and  Gripings  came  again  from  Time  to 
Time,  I  voided  Glears  of  a  yellowifh  Colour,  and  was  jforc’d 
to  keep  my  Chamber  feveral  Days  together. 

My  Brother  returning  from  England,  I  took  again  all  the 
Medicines  that  could  be  thought  proper  for  my  Cafe ;  but 
they  only  affuag’d  my  Pains,  without  removing  the  Caufe. 
I  found  an  Opportunity  of  paffing  over  into  England  with  an 
Englijh  Lord,  whom  I  had  the  Honour  to  teach  French .  My 
Brother  advis’d  me  to  it,  hoping  that  the  Change  of  Air,  and 
croffmg  the  Sea,  would  do  me  good.  I  took  his  advice  and 
found  my  felf  fomewhat  better.  I  came  back  to  Baris  full 
of  Hope,  but  it  prov’d  fhort-liv’d :  My  Gripings,  &c.  re¬ 
turn’d,  and  in  1720,  towards  the  end  of  October,  I  was  again 
feiz’d  with  a  Feaver,  attended  with  violent  Pains  in  my  Bow¬ 
els,  Teflicles,  and  at  the  extremity  of  the  Penis,  which  was 
ftiff  and  fwell’d,  and  grown  hard,  Phyficians  were  again  cal¬ 
led,  and  they  order’d  I  fhould  be  let  Blood,  a  thing  very  much 
pra&is’d  at  Paris.  They  affuaged  my  Pain  by  the  Quantity 
of  Medicines  I  took;  and  at  laft  recover’d  me.  At  the  erd 
of  two  Months  I  was  able  to  go  abroad,  but  pafs’d  the  Winter 
ttioft  miferably,  being  oblig’d  to  make  ufe  of  a  Hackney- 
coach,  or  Chair,  hot  having  Strength  enough  to  go  on  Foot} 
and  my  Pains  often  returning,  and  I  having  no  other  Way  to 
mitigate  them  but  by  taking  fome  gentle  Medicines  to  keep 
me  loofe,  having  been  very  cofHve  ever  fince  the  beginn’ng 
of  my  Sicknefs.  One  would  have  thought  that  Purges  would 
have  been  very  proper  to  carry  of  thofe  Glears  which  gave 
me  fuch  exceffive  Pains;  I  ufed  them  accordingly,  but  they 
rather  increas’d  the  Pains,  and  flung  me  into  a  Feaver,  my 
Bowels  being  become  fo  tender,  that  the  leaft  thing  did  ey- 
afpertite  them,  and,  as  the  Phyficians  faid,  would  caufe  fome 
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inflammation  in  them.  Gly  iters  were  like  wife  thought  very 
proper,  but  they  dark!  not  order  any  purgative  ones;  for  both 
in  %  taking  and  voiding  of  them,  they  caus'd  the  moll  vio¬ 
lent  Pains,  and  if  they  were  hmple  ones  they  did  not  operate 
at  all.  At  laft,  the  Phyficians  were  at  their  Wits  end,  not 
knowing  what  the  Nature  of  my  Difeafe  was.  I  was  order’d 
to  make  life  of  hot  Baths,  which  I  did  for  nine  Days ;  I 
likewife  us’d  cooling  Breaths,  Smith's  Forge-water,  the 
Waters  of  Tajfy ,  Chicken-breath,  refrefhing  Diet-drinks,  and 
a  Courfe  of  Diet,  which  I  obferv’d  for  feveral  Years,  but 
without  Succefs.  They  did  not  omit  bleeding  me  at  the 
Arms  and  Feet,  and  with  Leeches  in  the  Hem orroidal  Veins, 
becaufe  I  had  been  formerly  troubled  with  the  Piles.  They 
opperated  extremely  well,  and  the  Quantity  of  blackifh  Blood 
I  voided  gave  me  fome  Relief  for  a  Time,  but  I  fell  ill  a- 
gain. 

I  had  a  Confutation  of  Phyficians  and  Surgeons  to  examine 
whether  there  was  not  feme  Venereal  Taint  in  my  Diftem- 
per;  but  they  all  told  me,  to  my  Sorrow,  that  there  was 
none  at  all ;  for,  in  the  difmal  Condition  I  was  in,  I  could 
have  wifh’d  my  Difeafe  had  proceeded  from  thence,  for  then 
I  could  have  hop’d  for  a  Cure.  However,  I  try’d  iudorifick 
Ptifans,  with  the  EJjentia  Mer  cur  tails  at  the  Spring  and  Fall, 
hut  1  was  forc’d  to  leave  them  off  after  feme  Days,  for  they 
threw  me  into  a  violent  Feaver,  and  I  was  in  Danger  of  an 
Inflammation  in  my  Bowels.  I  was  forc’d  to  be  blooded  again* 
and  to  try  to  get  off  this  Accident;  in  a  Word  I  fpent  above 
three  Years  without  finding  any  Remedy  for  my  Difeafe, 
which  had  weaken’d  me  to  fuch  a  Degree,  that  the  fignum 
•virile  had  quite  forfook  me;  but  this  was  not  what  grieved 
me,  for  Health  being  in  my  opinion,  the  greatefr  Pleafere  of 
’Life,  one  may  eafily  enjoy  it  without  the  other,  which  is  fo 
■often  attended  with  fuch  fatal  Confequences,  but  fpecially  to 
,a  Man  of  my  (fifty)  Years.  I  found  my  felf  therefore  redu¬ 
ced  to  fuch  a  pafs,  that  I  knew  not  which  Way  to  turn  my 
felf ;  the  Art  of  the  Phyficians  was  exhaufied,  and  the  only 
Remedy  they  left  me  which  was  patience,  which  I  was  for¬ 
ced  to  wfe  whether  I  would  or  not,  and  wait  patiently  for 
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feme  fit  of  the  Cholick,  which  would  in  all  appearance  fend  me 
to  my  long  Home,  a  Journey  which  all  Men  are  naturally 
willing  to  put  off  as  long  as  they  can.  At  length,  do  what  I 
could,  I  was  brought  to  the  ve.y  Gates  of  Death,  but  as  it 
pleafed  God,  they  were  fhut  for  me ;  to  him  be  all  the  Praife. 

In  the  Year  1721,  in  Lent,  I  found  my  felf  fomething 
worfe  than  Ordinary,  I  was  neverthelefs  willing  to  go  abroad  : 

I  took  a  Chair ,  becaufe  a  Coach  fhook  me  too  much, 
and  increas'd  my  Pain  :  after  I  had  done  fome  Bufinefs 
in  the  City,  I  went  to  my  Brothers  towards  Noon  having 
been  took  with  a  violent  fit  of  the  Choiick  about  ten  of  the 
Clock:  I  had  a  great  reaching  to  Vomit,  but  nothing  came 
up,  though  I  Brain’d  hard,  and  put  my  Finger  in  my  Throat 
as  far  as  I  could  5  I  refolv’d  to  go  home,  to  have  my  Bed 
warm’d,  and  to  lie  me  down.  About  three  of  the  Clock  I  was 
taken  with  a  violent  Shivering,  and  my  Pains  became  fb  vio¬ 
lent  that  I  could  no  longer  bear  them,  without  crying  out 
fo  loud,  that  the  Neighbours  heard  me,  five  or  fix  came  to 
my  help,  my  Brother  was  lent  for,  a  Phyfician  is  call’d,  and 
I  took  feveral  Potions,  but  Bill  my  Pains  encreas?d.  I  had  fe- 
veral  earthen  pot-lid  s  heated  and  clapt  to  my  Belly,  I  laid  up¬ 
on  them,  till  they  burnt  the  Skin,  but  my  Pains  were  fo  vio¬ 
lent  that  I  could  not  feel  the  Burning  :  I  was  fwell’d  and 
ready  to  be  choak’d,  and  could  void  nothing  either  upwards 
or  downwards;  my!  Brother  and  fome  others  Bay’d  all  Night 
with  me,  and  towards  three  of  the  Clock  in  the  Mornino- 
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they  found  me  very  cold  towards  the  extreme  Parts,  and  that 
the  violence  of  the  Pain  had  weaken’d  me  exceiLvdy.  My 
Brother  feeing  the  Danger  I  was  in,  gave  me  two  Ounces 
of  Syrup  of  Diacodium  which  did  operate  a  little  while  after, 
afluag’d  my  Pains,  and  threw  me  into  a  Slumber;  he  did  not 
leave  me  till  ten  of  the  Clock,  to  fee  whether  my  Pains 
■would  return  when  I  came  out  of  Sleep ;  and  as  good  Luck 
would  have  it,  they  were  very  much  afTuag’d,  I  could  fpeak 
«.  little  better,  1  took  Care  to  order  my  Affairs  both  Spiritu¬ 
al  and  Temporal,  I  began  to  make  Water  more  freely,  but  it 
was  very  red  and  oily,  the  Feaver  continued  very  violent,, 
my  Pulie  beat  high  and  quick,  and  my  Brains  were  in  great 
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Confufion.  At  five  of  the  Clock  at  Night  my  Phyfician  or¬ 
der'd  me  to  be  let  Blood  in  the  Foot,  which  was  done  plen¬ 
tifully,  and  weaken'd  me  very  much,  and  about  eight  at 
Night  I  grew  light-headed ;  they  order'd  me  fome  Emulfions 
and  an  Opiate,  which  a  little  calm'd  me :  they  order'd  me 
likewife  fome  Glyffers,  but  I  could  neither  take  nor  void  them, 
without  fuffering  very  acute  Pains;  theydar’d  not  purge  me 
for  fear  of  exafperating  the  Pains  and  encreafing  the  F eaver,  they 
apply 'd  Topicks  to  my  Navel,  and  during  the  Space  of  Twen¬ 
ty-two  Days,  they  dar’d  not  give  me  any  thing  but  Apo- 
zems  three  or  four  Times  a  Day,  with  half  an  Ounce  of 
Manna  which  loofen'd  the  Glears  by  little  and  little,  which 
being  grown  hard  did  come  out  no  bigger  then  lentils,  and 
not  without  exceffive  Pains,  and  I  was  not  in  a  Condition  to 
go  abroad  till  the  Day  before  Palm- Sunday,  though  I  was 
fhill  very  weak,  and  far  from  being  cur’d,  for  I  relaps'd  in  lefs 
than  twelve  Days,  on  a  Wednejday  at  two  in  the  Morning,, 
I  bore  my  Pains  as  well  as  I  could,  at  feven  I  was  willing  to 
try  to  overcome  it,  being  tir'd  with  flaying  fo  long  at  home, 
I  got  into  a  Chair,  and  made  a  fhift,  notwithflanding  the 
great  Pains  I  fuffer'd,  to  give  a  Leflon  to  fome  of  my  Scho¬ 
lars,  about  Noon  I  went  to  my  Brother,  to  get  fome  Relief 
from  him,  and  be  put  in  a  Condition  to  feek  for  a  Cure  in 
England,  fince  I  could  not  find  it  at  Paris.  I  was  feverifh, 
lookt  yellow,  and  my  Pains  oblig’d  me  to  hold  my  Hands 
upon  my  Belly,  this  gave  fome  Uneafinefs  to  fome  of  my 
Friends  which  were  then  in  my  Brother's  Shop,  M.  Be  Sigog - 
ne  was  one  of  them,  who  feeing  me  in  that  deplorable  Con¬ 
dition,  took  me  by  the  Hand,  and  told  me  he  had  a  Mind  to 
cure  me,  and  that  he  knew  my  Difeafe,  having  feen  me  of¬ 
ten,  though  I  would  not  make  Ufe  of  his  Specific,  the  Ope¬ 
ration  of  it  apearing  to  me  fabulous,  and  indeed  one  can  fcarce 
believe  it,  unlefs  one  has  try'd  it.  My  Brother  who  lov'd  me 
entirely,  and  did  earneflly  defire  my  recovery,  bid  me  in 
Englijh  to  accept  of  his  offer,  and  to  fir  ike  the  Iron  whilfi: 
it  was  hot :  that  very  Minute  I  went  along  with  M.  de  SL 
gogne  to  his  Houfe,  he  made  me  take  his  fpecific  Remedy,, 
w>nd  order'd  me  to  take  fome  more  at  going  to  Bed,  and 
.  ■  ■  promis’d 
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promis’d  me  that  my  Pains  would  difappear  in  few  Days*’ 
which  they  did  almod  totally  that  very  Night,  for  I  flept 
better  then  I  had  done  for  feveral  Years,  when  I  awak'd  I 
had  no  Feaver  but  was  well  enough  to  go  about  my  Bufinefs. 
He  told  me  his  {pecific  would  make  me  fweat  four  Hours  a 
Day,  and  that  I  might  chufe  the  mod  convenient  time,  I 
chofe  two  of  the  Clock  in  the  Morning,  becaufe  of  my  Bu- 
dnefs :  I  had  a  Nurfe  that  watch'd  me,  and  I  was  order'd  when 
I  had  a  Mind  to  fweat,  to  add  a  Blanket  or  a  Night-gown 
to  the  Bed-cloaths,  and  to  lie  very  quiet ;  the  fifth  Day  after  I 
had  began  to  take  his  Specific,  I  began  to  fweat,  at  two  in 
the  Morning,  at  firft  gently,  but  afterwards  more  abundantly,’ 
in  fo  much  that  it  went  quite  through  my  Feather-bed:  but 
at  the  fame  Time  the  Sweats  were  fo  pleafant  that  I  fancied 
my  felf  in  a  Bath,  the  Sweat  ran  down  my  Head  and  Body, 
but  without  the  lead  heat  either  inward  or  outward,  or  any 
Third:  or  Unquietnefs;  and  I  could  fometimes  lie  four  Hours 
without  dirring;  I  drank  an  Hour  after  I  had  began  to  fweat 
a  pint  Bottle  of  his  Water  luke-warm’d  at  four  draughts,  one 
every  quarter  of  an  Hour,  I  got  up  at  fix  in  the  Morning,  and 
after  having  been  well  rubb’d,  and  fhifted  my  felf,  I  found 
my  felt  refrefhed  and  hungry,  I  eat  a  bit  of  Bread,  and  drank 
two  Glades  of  good  Burgundy,  and  went  abroad  on  Foot, 
finding  my  Legs  dronger  than  ordinary,  and  what  furpriz’d 
me  mod  as  well  as  my  Nurfe  was,  that  when  die  rubb'd  me 
with  warm  deaths,  I  found  my  felf  as  cool  as  if  I  had  jud 
come  out  from  bathing  in  fome  River.  But  the  Reader  will 
be  dill  more  furpriz’d  when  he  diall  underdand  how  agreea¬ 
bly  this  fpecific  operated,  for  contrary  to  all  thofe  kinds  of 
Remedies,  which  never  fail  to  weaken  the  Patient,  this  gave 
me  two  gentle  dools  without  any  Griping,  it  made  me  pits 
plentifully  during  the  Sweat,  or  foon  after,  and  much  more 
than  I  had  drank,  and  when  I  came  out  of  the  Sweat  I  found 
my  felf  more  and  more  vigorous,  and  in  a  Condition  to  walk 
or  leap  as  well  as  I  could  have  done  at  the  .Age  of  Thirty.  I 
who  for  feveral  Years  was  quite  out  of  Breath  in  getting  up 
one  pair  of  Stairs,  and  was  fo  weak  that  I  could  not  do  even 
that  without  reding  and  taking  Breath  three  or  four  Times,  in 
I".  lefs 
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Ids  than  a  Fourt’night  after  my  beginning  to  fweat,  I  found 
my  felf  flronger  and  brisker  than  I  was  ten  Years  before,  I 
continued  fweating  Fifty-two  Days,  having  always  a  good 
Stomach,  and  during  the  whole  Time  of  the  Cure  having 
had  but  ibme  flight  griping  Pains  here  and  there,  which  gave 
me  little  or  no  trouble. 

t \  I  muft  not  omit  acquainting  the  Reader,  that  during  three 
Years  I  have  now  and  then  voided  fome  Clears  like  little  Oy- 
jfters,  which  the  Phyficians  with  all  their  Skill  could  not  di- 
iperfe  whatever  they  did,  whatever  Remedies  they  prefcrib’d* 
what  Dyet  fbever  I  us’d  could  hever  remove  the  Caufe. 
None  but  Dr.  ck  Sigogne  could  ever  effeft  it,  I  can  fafely  and 
honeftly  affirm,  thatlince  I  have  began  to  uie  his  Remedy,  I 
have  voided  no  Giear,  he  has  diflblv’d  them,  and  they  have 
been  carried  off  imperceptibly,  without  the  help  of  any  other 
Remedy  but  his  Specific;  being  now  no  longer  coftive,  but; 
going  as  regularly  to  Stool  as  a  Man  in  perfect  good  Health.’ 
Thanks  be  to  God  I  am  now  very  well,  I  eat  and  drink 
with  as  good  an  Appetite,  as  I  did  when  I  was  young,  and 
without  any  difturbance ,  in  a  word,  I  fhould  think  my  felf 
very  ungrateful  and  unthankful,  if  I  did  not  do  him  Juftice 
by  making  this  publick  Acknowledgment  of  the  Truth  of 
the  Fad  before-related. 

Francois  Char  as ,  Matter  of  Langua¬ 
ges  rue  des  Boucherks7  Fmxbourg 
St.  Germain » 


